
December 21, 2004 

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Chuck Zenner at 10:02 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were David Bizer, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim Peterson,  
and Charles Zenner, Chair.  Others present were Deb Esselmann, FSA County Executive 
Director; Bob Plawski, NRCS District Conservationist (after 10:30 a.m.); Chris Borden, Pri-
Ru-Ta RC&D Coordinator (after 10:30 a.m.); Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS (until 11:30 a.m.); 
Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant.  Also 
present were students who were award winners in the Conservation Poster and Speech 
Contests and their families. 

MOTION by Lato/Bizer to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Lato/Peterson to approve the November  LCC meeting minutes.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Peterson/Bizer to move to item 6 (Presentation of 2004 Conservation Poster 
and Speech Contest awards) on the agenda.  MOTION CARRIED.  Plaques, certificates, 
and posters were presented to students who had winning posters and speeches in the 2004 
contest.  

November bills were circulated for review, and the October budget analysis was distributed.  
MOTION by Peterson/Bizer to approve the November bills and October budget analysis as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 
·        Distributed list of 2004 Crop Price Averages.  Discussion followed.  MOTION by 
Peterson/Kasparek to approve prices as   presented:  Alfalfa $125/T, Alfalfa/grass $98/T, 
Corn $2.45/bu, Peas $3.50/bu, Soybeans $6.58/bu, Oats $1.65, Christmas trees $1.00 
each.  MOTION CARRIED.  Reviewed claim and appeal process outline.  Tag compliance 
has been good, with most permitees filling their shooting permit requirements.  There is 
enough money available for paying 2004 claims.  It is possible that payments will need to 
be pro-rated in 2005. 
·       The wolf situation is pretty quiet, except for Lincoln County. 

Deb Esselmann, FSA, reported: 
·       There is currently a DCP sign-up; producers need to sign up yearly.  Advance 
payments are available. 
·       LDPs on corn are $0.17; there are also payments on barley.  There are no payments 
on soybeans and oats. 
·       There will be a disaster program, probably starting in March. 
·       The MILC program was not extended; it is scheduled to end in September, 2005. 
·       E-filing is available. 

Conservation Assistance Program:  Oberle circulated photos from 2004 projects and 
discussed applications for the 2005 program.  Twenty applications were received prior to the 
closing of the sign-up period on December 17.  Funding requests totalled approximately 
$392,000.  Many of the applicants have also applied with NRCS; funding for these projects 
is likely to be piggybacked. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported: 
·       Oberle and Mark Kopecky, UWEX Agriculture Agent for Price County, are planning 



Nutrient Management Planning Workshops for producers.  The workshops will be offered on 
a basic level, using written (rather than computer) planning.  Producers who complete the 
program will be certified to write their own nutrient management plans.  The workshops, 
which will include four sessions, are scheduled for February 1, 17, 22 and March 1.  They 
will be held from 10:00 a.m.-12 p.m. in Phillips and from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in Medford.  
Completion of nutrient management plans can improve producers ranking when applying for 
cost-share funds.  The Northcentral Technical College is planning to offer computer-based 
nutrient management planning using the SNAP program. 
·       Oberle and Mauer are working with the Price County UWEX and LCD to plan a Rural 
Landowners Conference that is scheduled for April 9.    

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported:  
·       Taylor County NRCS has a total of $215,000 for EQIP (Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program).  The original allocation was $66,127, but Plawski applied for additional 
funds from the area after the area was allocated an additional $764,000 from the state.  
The state NRCS office received more federal money than had originally been allocated. 
·       The sign-up period will start after January 1, 2005, and will probably close at the end 
of February, with approvals being done in March.  This relatively early sign-up period, 
compared to recent years, should allow many practices to be installed in 2005, rather than 
being delayed until 2006. 
·       Some funding will be piggybacked with LCD funds.  If there are sufficient funds, there 
may also be additional sign-ups.  Installations that are delayed until 2006 may wait to sign-
up with LCD until the 2006 LCD funding cycle. 
·       Funding for manure storage is allocated on a statewide basis; however, this will 
probably be the last year for statewide allocation.  Next year it is likely that funds for 
manure storage will be allocated locally, like other EQIP funds.  Local allocation was one of 
the resolutions presented at the recent WLWCA (Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation 
Association) Conference.  Applications for manure storage will be taken until April 1.  This 
will give producers time to take a nutrient management planning class before applying; 
nutrient management planning improves the application’s ranking.  This is part of a federal 
policy that requires a certain percentage of funds to be used for manure issues.  The new 
application criteria improve the likelihood of getting some manure storage projects funded 
here; in previous years most applicants from northern Wisconsin did not rank high enough 
to receive funds. 
·       The maximum funding for barnyards, which are funded at 50%, has been increased 
from $10,000 to $20,000. 
·       A new practice, Stream Crossings, has been added to the Access Roads practice.  
Another new practice, Feed Management, was added to the list of eligible practices. Feed 
management ties in with nutrient management planning.  The payments are $5 per animal 
unit per year for three years.  The maximum is $6,000.  Nutrient Management Planning, 
which pays $7 per acre per year, is required in order to be eligible for Feed Management 
payments.  The Local Work Group needs to decide whether or not to add Feed Management 
to the list of eligible practices.  As part of the Local Work Group , the LCC may make this 
decision.  MOTION by Kasparek/Bizer to add Feed Management to the EQIP list of practices 
eligible for cost-share payments.  MOTION CARRIED.    

Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported: 
·       George Southworth attended the last Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D meeting and provided valuable 
input. 
·       Pri-Ru-Ta has been working with a Grantsburg producer on a methane digester and 
separator.  He has obtained approximately $186,000 in grants for the project.  Another 
alternative energy project that Pri-Ru-Ta is helping with is a biomass facility, which will 
convert various types of biomass to energy.  The engineers and entrepreneurs behind the 
project are looking for a community that is interested. 
·       Adam Abel, the grazing specialist working through Pri-Ru-Ta, is working with about 



twenty farmers in Sawyer, Price, Rusk, Clark, and Taylor counties.  Ten of these are new 
farmers.  The grant that funds the grazing specialist position runs through June 2005.  Pri-
Ru-Ta and the North Central Grazing Network have applied for an additional grant that 
would fund the position through September 2006.  The grazing specialist position serves as 
a good model for other potential specialist positions, such as forestry. 
·       The soil survey still has approximately 10,000 acres to map in northwest Wisconsin, 
which Pri-Ru-Ta covers.  A CD-ROM of the Taylor County soil survey is available; other 
electronic versions are likely.  It is not known to what extent paper versions will be 
available. 
·       Pri-Ru-Ta is providing mailing services for a Landowners Conference to be held in 
northwest Wisconsin. 
·       Pri-Ru-Ta is working on a business plan; it is expected that the plan will enable the 
organization to increase its available funds. 

Wayne Lato, NWLCA, reported: 
·       Lato attended the WLWCA Annual Meeting, which was held in Stevens Point December 
1-3.  Land and Water Conservation Board representatives elected at the meeting were 
Patrick Laughrin, Tom Rudolph, and Katherine Zowin.  A change to the voting procedure has 
been proposed. The change would enable delegates to vote for one, two or three 
candidates; the current voting procedure requires delegates to vote for three candidates.  A 
DVD about LCDs has been produced by WLWCA.   A resolution concerning members who did 
not pay dues was passed.  A resolution to alter the by-laws of WLWCA so that, among other 
provisions, county conservationists would be included on the WLWCA board did not pass.  A 
committee was formed to look at possible by-law changes. 
·       Lato suggested that the LCD/LCC improve coordination and communication among 
those attending/planning events.   

Conservation plans: Plawski presented an HEL plan for Brothers LLC and a plan for 
installation of a water control structure on the Tom Geiger wetland, which will include a 
cost-share contract.  MOTION by Lato/Kasparek to approve the plans as presented.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

Correspondence:  WLWCA By-law information from Steve Dickinson, Jackson County.  
Letter from DATCP concerning promotion of CREP (Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program).  Letter from DATCP concerning refinements to the LWRMP (Land and Water 
Resource Management Plan) revision process. 

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Lato/Bizer to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

Next LCC Meeting.......................................................................... January 18, 2005 

LCC meeting adjourned by chair at 12:04 p.m. 



November 16, 2004 

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Chuck Zenner at 10:05 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were David Bizer, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, and Charles 
Zenner, Chair.  Tim Peterson was absent.  Others present were Bob Plawski, NRCS District 
Conservationist (after 10:15 a.m.); Quentin Smith, LCD Engineering Technician (from10:20 
to 10:35 a.m.).; Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation 
Assistant. 

MOTION by Lato/Kasparek to approve the agenda as amended to add Land and Water 
Conservation Board ballot to Item 7B.  MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Lato/Kasparek to approve the October 19, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

October 2004 bills were circulated for review and the September 2004 budget analysis was 
distributed. MOTION by Lato/Bizer to approve the October bills and September budget 
analysis as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Taylor County Drinking Water Testing Data/Report:  Oberle is planning to a radio 
interview and a news release to publicize the state of drinking water in the county.  All 
existing data going back to 1985 will be summarized; results from testing approximately 
1500 samples will be included.  Arsenic continues to be a major concern.  Weather is 
thought to affect arsenic levels, with dry weather contributing to low groundwater, which 
results in increased oxidation and higher levels of arsenic.  Other metals may also be 
affected.  There also appears to be an increase in arsenic levels over time.  Softening, which 
is often used for control of iron, increases the levels of salt in septic systems and may 
increase the level of salt in wells as a result of septic contamination.  There are other 
options, such as an iron filter, available to control iron.  Road salt also contributes to salt in 
well water. 

Conservation Assistance Program: Smith summarized the 2004 program and circulated 
photos of some of the projects.  A summary/tracking sheet was distributed.  Some projects 
will be carried over until 2005.  The sign-up period for 2005 has started and will continue 
through December 17.   

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported:

 
Following up on a question at the October LCC meeting, Oberle said that the fishing pier on 
Chelsea Lake is on county-owned land.  Improvement or replacement of the pier will be 
funded in 2005 through the County Conservation Aids Program in conjunction with matching 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) funds.  The Chelsea Conservation Club 
will be providing the planning and labor.   

Oberle presented a Cooperative Working Agreement covering WLWCA, USDA-FSA and 
NRCS, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP), 
University of Wisconsin Extension, DNR, and the counties, for Zenner’s signature.  

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported:

 
EQIP:  The Local Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Work Group meeting 



was held November 15.  Taylor County has been allocated $66,127 in EQIP funds.  The 
northwest area is expected to have an additional $790,000 (approximately) available.  
Plawski said that Taylor County could probably use $215,000.  The EQIP plan, including 
ranking sheets, is due this week in Madison. 

The sign-up period is expected to start soon after, probably next week.  There have been 
some changes to EQIP for 2005.  They include a reduction of the cost-share rate for most 
practices to 50%, down from the 70% to 75% previously paid for most practices.  Access 
roads for stream crossings will be paid at $150/ft.  The maximum for heavy use area 
protection projects has been raised from $10,000 to $20,000.  Residue management mulch 
tillage was dropped, leaving only no-till.  A cost-effectiveness factor, which considers cost 
versus life span of the project, has been added to the ranking criteria. 
 
The work group has allocated funds to two provisional funding pools, $6,000 for organic 
practices, which pay $50/acre up to 40 acres, and $10,000 for manure storage system 
closure, with a maximum of $10,000 per project.  However, funds can be shifted among the 
two pools and the general allocation. 
 
Postcards will be sent to landowners announcing the EQIP sign-up.  Sign-ups for nutrient 
management will be encouraged, especially in the Yellow River area, which has been 
identified as a 303(d) impaired water.  Under NR151, nutrient management plans are 
required in these areas by January 1, 2005.  The current US Farm Bill also requires nutrient 
management planning if manure storage systems are funded. 
 
Zenner questioned who was responsible for enforcement, the DNR or the county.  Plawski 
and Oberle replied that NRCS and the LCD monitor cost-shared projects. Cost-share 
practices have a maintenance requirement.  NRCS can cancel non-complying participants 
from the program and request payback. 
 
 Oberle inquired if Plawski was familiar with a Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Service 
project to collect data on several Taylor County farms.  Oberle had been contacted by Neil 
Micke, who is working on the project. 
 
 FSA is will be digitizing large aerial photos, which will be available on line.  CLU (Common 
Land Unit) soils layers will be included.  The CLU layer will show farm fields.  

Allen Kasparek, FSA, reported:  There will be a national disaster program but the details 
are not yet known.  Beans and corn will be included.  Hay may be included locally.  

Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, report:  Oberle reported that Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D has received a grazing 
grant that will continue to fund the grazing specialist position through 2006.  

Steve Obere, NWLCA, reported:  NWLCA developed a by-law resolution for WLWCA.  

2004 WLWCA (Wisconson Land and Water Conservation Association) resolutions 
and Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Board (LWCB) ballot:  There were ten 
resolutions forwarded to the LCC by the WLWCA.  These included two pairs of duplicates.  
The committee voted to approve all of the resolutions and authorized Lato to vote on behalf 
of the committee at the WLWCA Annual Conference.  The conference will also include 
election of new LWCB members.  Representatives can vote for three candidates.  In addition 
to previously announced candidates, Don Bina is running as a write-in candidate.  Lato will 
be voting on behalf of the committee.  

2005 Annual Tree Sale Program:  Tree sales brochures were sent out earlier in 
November.  There will be no balsams included in the sale this year due to lack of availability 



from the nursery that usually supplies them.  Approximately 1500 trees have been sold so 
far.  

Correspondence:  DATCP Agriculture Impact Statement, Taylor County Airport   

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Kasparek/Bizer to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

2004 WLWCA Annual Conference (Lato, Oberle).......... (Stevens Point) December 1-3, 2004 
Soil, Water, and Nutrient Management Meetings (Oberle)...... (Shawano) December 8, 2004 
Next LCC Meeting  .................................................................... December 21, 2004 

MOTION by Kasparek/Bizer to adjourn the LCC meeting at 11:55 a.m.  MOTION 
CARRIED.



October 19, 2004  

Minutes of October 19, 2004 Meeting  

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Chuck Zenner at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were David Bizer, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim Peterson,  
and Charles Zenner, Chair.  Others present were Al Beadles, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Alternate 
Representative; Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation 
Assistant.  

MOTION by Lato/Peterson to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  

MOTION by Peterson/Lato to approve the September 21, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED.  

September bills were circulated for review.  The October budget analysis was distributed.  
MOTION by Lato/Kasparek to approve the September bills and August budget analysis as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

2005 County Conservation Aids Program update:  Funds for the program are provided 
through a matching grant.  The DNR will provide up to $2653, with the county paying an 
equal amount.  Under the 2005 grant the Chelsea Conservation Club will install/improve a 
fishing pier on Chelsea Lake.  Boardwalks were installed this fall along a 
nature/hiking/hunting trail at the Gilman School Forest using funds that were extended from 
the 2002 grant.  

2004 Conservation Poster and Speech contest: There were two entrants in the speech 
contest and approximately thirty posters.   

2005 Arsenic Grant update:  The Taylor County Health Department has been awarded a 
$25,000 planning grant to expand testing for arsenic.  The LCD assisted with the grant 
writing and is assisting with grant implementation.  In addition to Taylor County, four other 
counties (Price, Rusk, Florence, and Iron) will be participating.  Taylor County’s water 
testing program will be used as a model.  Some preliminary work has been started.  Oberle 
has been pulling together well construction reports from arsenic-contaminated wells in the 
county.  An analysis of the reports will be done, looking at geology and other factors.  Other 
aspects being considered are a possible correlation with radiation (there is anecdotal 
evidence of high cancer rates in some areas of the county, which may be correlated with 
either radiation or arsenic or both), possible tissue testing, and variation in arsenic levels 
over time.  Oberle said that they would like to increase the number of tests in the Jump 
River area, where the highest levels of arsenic have been found.  Beadles offered to assist 
with this.  It was suggested that the water at the Jump River wayside and at the community 
park be tested.  

2004 WLWCA Annual Conference:  The conference is scheduled for December 1-3 in 
Stevens Point.  Oberle has been helping with conference planning, along with 
representatives from Portage and Waupaca Counties.  Lato and Oberle plan on attending.  

Alan Kasparek, FSA, reported:  There will be a DCP sign-up in December for advance 
payments.  Loan deficiency payments are available for corn, soybeans, wheat, and barley.  
There is no MILC payment in October.  Also, there was no payment in September, as 
erroneously reported previously.  



Steve Oberle, LCD, reported:  The EQIP State Technical Committee will be meeting 
tomorrow, October 20.  The funding level for 2005 is expected to be less than one half of 
the 2004 amount.  $6 million will be put into a statewide pool for manure storage projects.  
Taylor County farmers do not usually rank well on the statewide rankings.  There has been 
a trend of a larger share of the Wisconsin EAIP funds staying at the state level, which 
benefits larger operations, many of which are in the southern part of the state.  There has 
also been some discussion of all funds being distributed based on a statewide ranking 
system.  

Al Beadles, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported:  Bach Farms is installing a methane digester, 
using funds obtained through grants.  Dairyland Power Cooperative will own the generator 
and be the operator.  

Steve Oberle, NWLCA, reported:  A meeting was held October 18.  A memorandum of 
understanding between WLWCA and Douglas County covers the creation of a conservation 
staff person in Douglas County.  Christine Ostern has been hired for the position.  Ostern 
will also be serving as the NWLCA coordinator.  Greg Baneck, Washburn County 
Conservationist, is moving to Outagamie County as the County Conservationist.  Oberle 
distributed a copy of the existing WLWCA by-laws.  The Western area has proposed several 
changes in the by-laws that would increase the county representation on the WLWCA 
Board.  NWLCA is developing its own proposal.  Oberle suggested that the LCC look at some 
of the issues at the next LCC meeting.  

Fall County Conservationist Meeting:  The meeting was held October 14-15.  Area 
proposals and agency reports were presented followed by brainstorming among the 
conservationists.  

2005 Conservation Assistance Program:  Taylor County has been allocated 
approximately $85,000 for the cost-share program, which is less than in 2004.  The sign-up 
period will run through December 17.  Piggybacking of funds with the NRCS EQIP program 
is encouraged.  

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

NRCS State Technical Committee (Oberle)................. (Wisconsin Rapids) October 20, 2004 
NWLCA Poster/Speech Contest (Oberle) .............................. (Hayward) November 5, 2004 
Next LCC Meeting  .................................................................... November 16, 2004 

MOTION by Bizer/Peterson to adjourn the LCC meeting at 11:15 a.m.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 



September 21, 2004  

Minutes of September 21, 2004 Meeting  

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Chuck Zenner at 10:00 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were David Bizer, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim Peterson,  
and Charles Zenner, Chair.  Others present were Bob Plawski, NRCS District Conservationist 
(after 10:20 a.m.); Lanice Szomi, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Project Manager; Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS 
(until 10:40); Bob Wilging, USDA-APHIS (until 10:40); Steve Oberle, County 
Conservationist; and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant.  

MOTION by Lato/Peterson to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  

MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve the August 17, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED.  

August bills were circulated for review.  The July budget analysis was distributed with the 
agenda.  MOTION by Lato/Kasparek to approve the August bills and July budget analysis as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 
·         Some farmers are reporting crop damage too late to receive damage 

payments. 
·         Most reported damage is on soybeans and corn.  Most landowners are 

receiving more than twelve shooting permits, but some are not getting their 
permits filled in time.  Due to having a house fire, Wayne Mann will probably 
receive a variance from the permit filling requirements. 

·         A wolf was trapped on the Tlusty property.  Because Tlusty’s calves are not 
tagged, there are no good records of possible calf losses. 

·         Several more bear dogs have been killed.  There are no regulations 
preventing dogs from being run in areas where dogs have been killed recently. 

·         Little bear damage has been reported. 
·         There have been some reports of damage from turkeys and sandhill cranes. 
·         The 2005 APHIS WDACP budget of $24,174.00 was presented for approval.  

MOTION by Peterson/Bizer to approve the budget as presented.  MOTION 
CARRIED.  

2004 Drinking Water Education/Testing Program:  Approximately 120 each of 
Homeowner’s and Metals tests were done during the 2004 program.  Arsenic levels above 
that considered safe were found in about 24% of the metals samples.  This is up from 6-7% 
in previous years.  The higher percentage may be due to several factors including a low 
water table because of droughty conditions, a greater number of samples being taken in 
areas where arsenic had been found previously, or an increase in arsenic concentrations 
over time.  Arsenic has been found throughout the county, with clusters of positive samples 
occurring in several areas.  An additional concern is that higher arsenic levels are correlated 
with chlorination of wells.  Some homeowners routinely chlorinate their wells and others use 
chlorine to disinfect wells that have bacterial contamination.  Homeowners who have both 
bacterial contamination and either have arsenic or live in areas where high arsenic levels 
have been found may need to consider other methods of disinfection.  The Taylor County 
Health Department’s grant application for planning funds for addressing the arsenic issue 
has been approved.  Five counties (Taylor, Price, Rusk, Lincoln, and Florence) will be 
involved.  An additional grant application will need to be made for implementation funding.  



WLWCA White Paper, Annual Conference, and correspondence:  WLWCA produced a 
“white paper” that addresses the issue of funding for implementation of the non-point 
source pollution rules.  The annual conference will be held December 1-3 in Stevens Point.  
WLWCA is hoping to get more county board participation by working through the Wisconsin 
Counties Association.  This year’s theme is “Conservation Connections”.  A report on grant 
income was distributed.  

2005 LCD Budget Update:  The LCD budget was approved by the county Finance 
Committee.  

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported:  There have been two recent contacts under the Animal 
Waste Ordinance, a veal operation and a mink ranch.  

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 
• Conservation Security Program (CSP) – Wisconsin had the third highest number of 

contracts.  The program had $41 million available nationwide.  $35 million was 
contracted.  There were three contracts (Jeremy Goebel, John Goebel II, and Richard 
Hughes) in Taylor County; the only part of the county eligible was the Lower 
Chippewa River watershed. 

• EQIP – Previous projects have been completed, including a barnyard at Pat 
Pernsteiner’s and an access road and waterway at Jeremy Goebel’s. 

• The Darrin Kohls dam removal project has two contractors, Olynick and Jari, 
interested.  A bid showing has been scheduled.  There is $12,500 available of which 
$2500 is from the US Fish & Wildlife Service and $10,000 from NRCS.  A crossing, 
including the use of culverts, has been approved, contingent on the dam removal.  
This will probably be the last project of this year.  

• Applications are being taken for next year’s EQIP, but there is no formal sign-up at 
this time. 

• Plawski received a letter from the state NRCS office looking at five resource 
concerns.  This may affect the approved practices. 

• Next year’s EQIP funding is estimated at $215,000, which Plawski expects they 
would be able to use.  

• Compliance checks on HEL and Wetlands showed that conservation plans were being 
followed. 
  

Alan Kasparek, FSA, reported:   
• Milk payments have been $0.20. 
• FSA is applying for disaster payments on corn and soybeans. 
• There have been some problems with insurance companies paying.   

Lanice Szomi, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported:  The annual RC&D meeting will be held 
October 26-28  in Eau Claire. 

Taylor County Soil and Water Conservation Standards for the Farmland 
Preservation Program :  A draft of the standards needs to be sent to DATCP, which will 
send it back to the LCC for any needed changes and approval of the final draft..  After LCC 
approval of the final draft, it will go the Land and Water Board and then to the County Board 
for final approval.  Oberle modeled the standards on those of Price County, which have 
already been approved.  MOTION by Lato/Peterson to send the draft to DATCP as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

2005 County Conservation Aids Program:  $2653 is available from the state for the 
County Conservation Aids Program for fish and wildlife projects.  The county provides 
matching funds.  By consensus of the committee, Oberle will contact 



sportsmen’s/conservation organizations in the county to find out if any of them have 
projects that could use the funds.   

Conservation plans:  Oberle presented Nutrient Management Plans for Matt Bunkelman 
and Duane and Jean Goodnoe.  Plawski presented Conservation Security Program plans for 
John Goebel II, Jeremy Goebel, and Richard Hughes.  MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to 
approve the plans as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Correspondence:  Thursday Note of 9-16-2004. 

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Lato/Peterson to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 
County Conservationist Meeting (Oberle).................... (Location TBA) October 14-15, 2004 
Next LCC Meeting ......................................................................... October 19, 2004 

MOTION by Peterson/Bizer to adjourn the LCC meeting at 11:45 a.m.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 



August 17, 2004 

Minutes of August 17, 2004 Meeting  

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Wayne Lato at 10:05 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim Peterson,  and Charles 
Zenner, Chair (from 10:10 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.). David Bizer was absent.  Others present 
were Bob Plawski, NRCS District Conservationist; Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D 
Coordinator; Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; Quentin Smith, LCD Engineering 
Technician (from 10:15 a.m. to 10:25 a.m.); and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant. 

MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve the July 20, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

July 2004 bills were circulated for review.  The June 2004 budget analysis was distributed. 
 MOTION by Lato/Peterson to approve the July 2004 bills and June 2004 budget analysis as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

2004 Conservation Awards nominations:  No nominations at this time.  Discussion 
followed on the merits of following the statewide standards for selecting nominees, which 
includes past participation in government programs.  There are citizens and organizations 
worthy of recognition who have not participated in programs but have conducted good 
conservation practices on their own or through private organizations.  The LCD will re-
evaluate the county recognition program. 

2004 Conservation Assistance Program:  Smith reviewed this year’s participants, as 
well as extensions from last year. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported: 
• A proposal has been received from DATCP to expand the CREP program to the towns 

of Aurora and Roosevelt.  This will include riparian practices in the Chippewa River 
watershed, which has been identified as an impaired water. 

• Oberle presented an amendment to the Wildlife Damage Abatement and Claims 
Program for Zenner’s signature.  The amendment covers a budget increase of $5,000 
for the program.  $1,000 of that increase is to the 2004 administrative budget, and 
$4,000 is to venison processing for food pantries.   The increase changes the total 
budget for Taylor County from $17,828.00 to $22,828.00  

• Two Animal Waste Ordinance permits were issued recently for manure pit closures, 
including one to Heidi Bower and one to Mike Brandner. 
  

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): Fifteen projects, totaling 

$160,959, are expected to receive funding through EQIP.  The original allocation to 
the county was $137,000; Plawski requested an additional $40,000, which enabled 
additional projects to be funded.  There are fourteen regular projects, of which seven 
will probably be funded by jointly with the county.  There is also one organic practice 
project, which will receive $6,000 for the forty acres enrolled.  Two contracts still 
need to be signed.  There were seven additional requests, four of them for 
barnyards, but there was not enough time to process them before the deadline.  The 
whole EQIP program will be transferred to NRCS as of October 1. 



• Conservation Security Program (CSP):  There were four applicants, two for five-year 
contracts and two for ten-year contracts.  Payments vary based on the tier that the 
applicant is in.  Application numbers were lower nationwide than expected.  
Applications need to be in Washington, this week.  The approval decision will be 
made by September 1, and the first payments will be made by September 23.  Over 
230 applications were received in the Lower Chippewa area.  At the federal level 
NRCS is working on the selection of next year’s watershed selections.  

• They are working on designs for installation next year including one barnyard, three 
or four heavy use area protection systems, as well as grazing and nutrient 
management plans. 

• Many counties did not use all of the funds available to them.  The unused funds went 
back to the state for manure storage projects rather than staying in the area.  There 
have been proposals to make unused county funds available locally.   

• Technical service provider information is being made available to landowners. 
• Applications for next year’s EQIP are being accepted informally though the formal 

sign-up period has not been determined.  NRCS will try to coordinate sign-ups with 
the county. 
  

Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported: 
• CSP provides payments on a per acres basis for people who are doing a good job 

working their land.  The program was developed, at least in part, as a way to provide 
support to farmers without violating World Trade Organization limitations on 
agricultural subsidies. 

•  Lanice Szomi, Program Manager, may be working additional hours. 
• Adam Abel, Grazing Specialist, is doing a good job with area graziers, including the 

North Central Graziers Network, which is playing an important role in the support of 
grazing in this area. 

• Pri-Ru-Ta adopted a large number of projects at the last meeting, including:  
o $1,000 to the Great Lakes Visitors Center for a demonstration garden 
o $1,000 for the Rural Land Stewardship Tour in Price County 
o $1,000 to the Phillips School Forest for program development and maps 
o $1,100 to make more produce available to senior centers 
o Unspecified amount to Washburn County for Shell Lake shoreland restoration 

work following COE project to lower water level 
o Funds and technical assistance to Bad River Indian Reservation for culvert 

projects including inventory 
o Funds for bridge replacement for Trail’s End Camp in Rusk County to allow 

access to whole property.  A bridge washout limited access to only twenty of 
the camp’s 160 acres 

• Al Beadles, who is the Pri-Ru-Ta alternate, has been attending Pri-Ru-Ta Council 
meetings. 

• Borden discussed possible changes to how council members are selected, including 
having Pri-Ru-Ta select council members from a list of three nominees submitted by 
each county.  This would enable the council to fill council needs in terms of expertise 
and experience. 
  

Cathy Mauer, LCD, reported:
• LCD staff  have been asked by DNR and Taylor County Zoning to assist with 

shoreland restoration recommendations on three properties.  The projects will 
correct work that was done on the properties in violation of shoreland regulations.  

• Peter and Laura Merbeth, Taylor County Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year in 
2003 and 2004, are one of two finalists for the state award. 
  

Steve Oberle, NWLCA, reported: 
• The summer tour was held August 2 in Sawyer County. 



• Nancy Brereton has resigned as NWLCA Coordinator.  MaryJo Gingras from ABDI LCD 
may be able to take over the position. 

• Staffing grants were discussed. 
• The WLWCA Conference will be held December 1 to December 3 in Stevens Point.  

Resolutions and auction items are being sought. 

Staffing Grants Committee Report:  The committee recommended that DATCP fulfill its 
obligation (under ATCP 50) to fund county Land Conservation Departments’ staffing at 
100% of the first position, 75% of the second position, and 50% of any additional positions 
in each county LCD.  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to support the committee 
recommendation.  MOTION CARRIED.     

Joint Preliminary Allocation Plan for 2005:  The preliminary allocation is $85,000 for 
staffing, which is equal to 2004, and $85,248 for cost-share projects, which is a $4,252 
reduction from the $89,500 that was available for 2004.  

2005 Budget Proposal:  Oberle presented the LCD budget proposal, which includes a 
0.45% increase.  LCD received a request from Computer Information Services (CIS) to put 
$1,500 for repair and maintenance into the department budget so that CIS could eliminate 
maintenance contracts in their budget.  The proposed LCD budget does not include that line 
item.  Two of the LCD computers are less than one year old, and one is less than two year’s 
old.  The committee supported Oberle in not including that item.  The LCD budget review is 
scheduled for Friday, September 17 at 10:00 a.m.  MOTION by Lato/Peterson to approve 
the 2005 LCD Budget Proposal as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Conservation plans:  Oberle presented a nutrient management plan for Jeremy Goebel.  
Plawski presented EQIP conservation plans for Crystal Avery, Michael Chaplinski, Douglas 
Cullen, Frank Czahor, Jeremy Goebel, John Goebel, Jr., Allen Fettes, Glen Harder, Anne 
Hulle, Gary Knapp, Michael Murphy, Kim Peissig, Richard Riehle, Beverly Thompson, and 
Philip Wachuta.  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve the plans as presented.  
MOTION CARRIED.  

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve all meetings 
below.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Drinking Water Education Program (Oberle)............ (Medford, Gilman) August 25, 26, 2004 
WLWCA 2004 Conference Planning Committee (Oberle... .. (Stevens Point) August 26, 2004 
Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Council (Williams, Oberle)................................ (Phillips) August 27, 2004 
SNAP Plus/Phosphorus Index Training (Oberle)................ (Eau Claire) September 10, 2004 
Next LCC Meeting.................................................................... September 21, 2004  

Meeting adjourned 11:55 a.m. 



July 20, 2004 

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Chuck Zenner at 10:05 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were David Bizer, Alan Kasparek, Tim Peterson, and Charles 
Zenner, Chair.  Wayne Lato was absent.  Others present were Bob Plawski, NRCS District 
Conservationist; Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS; Steve Oberle, County Conservationist (after 
10:45 a.m.); and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant. 

MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Peterson/Bizer to approve the June 15, 2004 LCC meeting minutes as 
amended.  MOTION CARRIED. 

June 2004 bills were circulated for review, and the May 2004 budget analysis was 
distributed.  MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve the June bills and May budget 
analysis as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Conservation Observance Day:  Approximately 200 people attended Conservation 
Observance Day, held June 25 at the Ed and Mary Chaplinski farm south of Gilman.  
Conservation Observance Day is hosted annually by the Land Conservation Department of 
the home county of the Wisconsin Conservation Farmer of the Year awardee.  The LCD 
worked with the Chaplinskis to plan and host the event.  The program included visits to 
conservation sites on the property, lunch, and a speakers program.  A wetland restoration 
project was installed throughout the day.   

2004 Drinking Water Education/Testing Program update:  The water sampling date 
was July 19.  Most of the 100+ participants purchased both the Homeowner’s and Metals 
Packages.  Results will be distributed at education programs, which are expected to be 
scheduled for mid to late August. 

2004 Conservation Awards nominations/ selections:  LCD staff will put together 
information on potential nominees for the next LCC meeting. 

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported:   

·         EQIP:  NRCS is working on plans for EQIP projects.  They need to have a dollar amount 
commitment by the end of the month. 

·         Conservation Security Program (CSP):  Sign-up ends Friday, July 30.  One workbook, 
from Ed and Mary Chaplinski, has been completed.  Three more have been sent out, 
including to Jeremy Goebels and John Goebels, II.  Postcards informing landowners of 
the program were sent to 440 potentially eligible people in the Lower Chippewa Basin.  
Initial payments will be made by September 23, 2004.  Contracts are for a five to ten 
year period.  Approvals will be made through the Washington, D.C. office.  Application 
does not commit potential enrollees to the program; they are not obligated under the 
program until final signatures are obtained on the contract.  

·         Cuts have been proposed for both the Conservation Security Program and the 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP). 

·         Mark Schmidt, DNR Wildlife Biologist who covers Taylor County, sent Plawski a 
factsheet about a feasibility study being done by DNR to determine the practicability of a 



proposed Central Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area, which would be managed to 
benefit grassland-dependent species, particularly the Greater Prairie Chicken. 

·         Work is starting on Pat Pernsteiner’s  barnyard project. 

·         Frank Jiran’s WRP project has a discrepancy between projected costs and the 
easement value. 

·         Plans have been approved for the dam removal project on the Darrin Kohls’ property.  
A contractor still needs to be hired.  

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 

·         Food pantries are still interested in receiving meat through the deer donation 
program.  Funds will be available.  However, payments to processors will be held at $50 
per deer.  The committee agreed by consensus. 

·         There has been a lot of interest in the wildlife damage program, mostly related to 
soybean damage.  Hunting access is often an issue for prospective participants.  
Shooting permits are not being filled very well.  Eighty percent of a participant’s permits 
need to be filled by September 15. Participants receive their permits in February.  One 
participant in Price County, who received fifteen permits, had thirteen permits filled by 
May; most of the deer killed were does with fawns. 

·         Several wolf complaints have been received.  However, there have been no additional 
problems and no new tracks at the Tlusty property. 

·         Andy Dums had crow damage that wiped out a cornfield.  He is not taking part in the 
program because hunting is an issue with a neighbor. 

·         Proposals have been made that participants in the wildlife damage program would 
have the option of receiving shooting permits but not be required to open their property 
to hunting; in that case, the participant would not be receive payments. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported: 

·         Drinking Water Testing and Education Program:   

o        Participants having positive results for coliform bacteria will receive postcards 
from the testing lab.  

o        Funds may be left from the 2004 allocation.  Oberle suggested that some of the 
funds could be used for targeted arsenic sampling.  The role of the Health 
Department is not known.   

o        In answer to a question about what kind of follow-up is done if there is a high 
level of arsenic, Oberle said that is some cases WDNR is funding new wells using 
experimental methods and in other cases may give variances to permit dug wells. 

• Animal Waste Ordinance Permits: 

o        John Clark’s permit application is complete except for the nutrient management 
plan. 



o        Oberle is expecting three to four additional permit applications in the next few 
months. 

o        LCD is continuing to work on Kildonk’s veal operation. 

o        Oberle reviewed the permit packet that the department gives to applicants. 

• Oberle queried the committee as to whether any members would be attending the 
conservation summer tour that will be held August 2 in Sawyer County.  The 
Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Board meeting is being held in conjunction 
with the tour.  No LCC members expect to attend. 

• The LCD plans on having a display at the County Fair. 

Bill summary:  Bizer asked how the department’s spending authority worked, especially 
relative to larger expenses such as equipment.  Oberle explained that such items were 
generally included in the department’s annual budget. 

Conservation plans:  Plawski presented conservation plans for Michael Chaplinski and 
John Goebel, II for EQIP and Riegerts for CREP.  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve 
the plans as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Correspondence:  Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Agenda; email that NRCS is seeking technical 
assistance to implement programs; email seeking comments on proposal that WLWCA 
replace NRCS is assisting WDNR with the Wisconsin Forest Landowner Grant Program; email 
concerning hearings on permanent DNR rules for ACT 118; LCC Training Packet; email on 
allocation of extra DATCP county staffing funds.  

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

NWLCA Summer Tour (All)............................................. (Sawyer County) August 2, 2004 

Next LCC Meeting  ......................................................................... August 17, 2004 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 



June 15, 2004 

Amended Minutes 

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Wayne Lato at 10:02 a.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were David Bizer, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, and Tim 
Peterson.  Others present were Deb Esselmann, FSA County Executive Director (until 
12:00p.m.); Bob Plawski, NRCS District Conservationist; Mary Williams, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D 
Representative; Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Coordinator; Lanice Szomi, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D 
Program Manager; Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS (until 10:40 a.m.); Steve Oberle, County 
Conservationist; and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant. 

MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

MOTION by Peterson/Bizer to approve the May 18, 2004 LCC meeting minutes as 
corrected.  MOTION CARRIED. 

May bills were circulated for review, and the April budget analysis was distributed.  
MOTION by Bizer/Peterson to approve the May bills and April budget analysis as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Conservation Observance Day update:  Brochures and flyers were distributed, and the 
plans for the event, which will be held Friday, June 25, on the Ed and Mary Chaplinski Farm 
near Gilman were summarized. 

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 

·         A bear was shot at the Berger farm in the Town of Goodrich Greenwood after 
entering a vacant pen on the deer farm.  There was concern it could try entering an 
adjacent pen containing does and fawns.  The bear had been captured twice last year 
after doing damage in Wood and Clark counties. 

·         Many calls have been coming in concerning various aspects of the wildlife damage 
program. 

·         Two wolves were trapped in Rusk County.  Zydzik has been trapping on the Tlusty 
farm, where there was depredation of calves last year.  Because the calves are not 
tagged, it is difficult to verify any losses that may occur.  John Chaplinski reported two 
dead calves; Zydzik will be investigating to determine if they were killed by wolves.  
Delays between occurrence of depredation, reporting of depredation, and permission to 
start trapping create management problems.  Wisconsin receives $400,000 per year in 
federal funds for wolf management.  The funds were sought by the Wisconsin 
Cattlemen’s Association.   

·         The wildlife damage program is facing funding issues, which are likely to be 
exacerbated by high commodity prices. 

·         Crops are late this year due to the wet weather.  This will have an impact on the 
timing of damage complaints and payment requests. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported: 



·         Oberle submitted the County Board resolution for John II and Barbara Goebel’s 
Farmland Preservation Agreement for LCC review and signature.  The Agreement was 
approved at a previous meeting. 

·         Oberle submitted the annual reimbursement request for staff and support spending 
through the DATCP Soil and Water Resource Management Grant for LCC review and 
signature. 

·         Oberle reported on the Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Board meeting that 
he attended in Madison on June 1.  Revision of county conservation standards for the 
Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) were discussed, including revisions that other 
counties have already made and a template for revision.  Revisions, which will bring FPP 
conservation requirements in line with ATCP 50 and NR 151, need to be completed by 
October, 2004.  Oberle will have a draft of the revision prepared for the July LCC 
meeting. 

·         Oberle and John Erickson, FSA Loan Specialist, visited Rib River Livestock, LCC in the 
Town of Goodrich to do a site assessment.  The property is for sale, and a loan 
application prompted a site inspection by Erickson.  Waste from the veal operation, 
which is owned by Pat Kilsdonk, is running into Coffee Creek, a tributary of the Rib 
River.  It is estimated that the operation, which has approximately 520 calves in the 
150# to 500# range at one time, produces one to two million gallons of waste, including 
wash water, annually.  Waste goes from the barns through a discharge pipe and into a 
ditch leading to the creek.  One solution may be a waste storage facility.  LCD can 
provide technical assistance and engineering.  Cost-sharing can be applied for (funds are 
limited).  The site may be subject to a Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources Notice of 
Discharge, which would also qualify it for cost-sharing.  The property includes only about 
thirty acres of land that could be suitable for spreading of stored waste, which may be a 
problem.  There is also a question about what to do with the currently ponded areas; 
scraping and/or pumping are two possibilities.     

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 

·         Environmental Quality Incentives Program: 

The sign-up period ended May 14 with twenty-three applications received.  Requested 
funds totaled $276,731; Taylor County NRCS has $137,322 available for EQIP cost-
sharing.  The local work group met to determine allocation of funds.  Originally fifteen 
percent of the EQIP funds were going to be set aside for organic practice payments.  
However, the applications included only $3,600 for organic practices so there will be 
$133,722 available other EQIP practices.  After ranking applications NRCS will 
tentatively fund fourteen of the applicants on a full cost-share basis and one partially.  
Plawski is requesting additional fund as well as approval for the fifteen projects 
tentatively approved.  Applicants not approved initially are put on a deferred list.  Oberle 
commented on the problem of trying to piggyback county cost-share funds with NRCS 
cost-share funds for waste storage facilities when federal approval for waste storage is 
on a statewide basis with few, if any, applicants getting approved in the northern part of 
the state.  This is an issue of control of funds; proposals have been made in the past to 
release funds to the counties for county allocation.  Oberle suggested a presentation to 
the State Technical Work Group by the Northwest Land Conservation Association an 
other multi-county group to request county allocations.  At the present time waste 
storage funds have divided into two pools, one for projects $300,000 and less and the 
other for projects over $300,000.  Waste storage facilities are funded at a fifty percent 
cost-share rate.  



·         Conservation Security Program: 

The Lower Chippewa River is one of eighteen areas nationwide and one of two in 
Wisconsin included in this new federal program.  Plawski has participated in several 
teleconferences about the program.  Plawski distributed fact sheets about the program.  
The sign-up period will be July 6 to July 30.  It is as yet uncertain how the program will 
be publicized.  However, meetings are scheduled for two locations at the end of June, in 
Durand on June 29 and in Chippewa Falls on June 30.  Both sites will have meetings 
from 9:30 a.m. to noon and again from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.  A mailing list for the 
watershed is being created at the state office; so far there are at least 7,000 people on 
the list.  Six questions have been developed to screen for eligibility and a workbook is 
being published.  Criteria include soil and water aspects, nutrient management, and pest 
management.  Landowners will need plans and documentation.  The base rate of 
payment will be $8 - $9/acre with payments expected to be $72/acre for cropland and 
$27/acre for pasture.   

It is hoped that there will be 5,000 to 6,000 contracts nationwide.  The program pays on 
already completed practices, and there is no maximum acreage.  It is possible that the 
program could exceed the EQIP program in acreage.  This year’s allocation was $41 
million nationwide; next year’s allocation is over $200 million.  Eligible watersheds are 
expected to be on an eight year rotation.  It is still unclear properties under other 
federal cost-sharing will be eligible.  Details still need to be worked out.    

Deb Esselmann, FSA, reported: 

·         Crop reports are due by July 15.  There is a $25/farm and $10/field late fee.  Crop 
reports can be filed and revised later if crops have not yet been planted. 

·         There are no milk payments at this time, but since futures do not look very good, 
there may be payments later this year. 

·         Two facility loans have been approved so far this year. 

·         John Erickson’s farm loan office may be moving to Neillsville.  

Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported: 

·         Borden introduced Lanice Szomi, who started on June 14 as the Pri-Ru-Ta Project 
Manager. 

·         The next Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D meeting will be held June 25 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. at the Fire Hall in Gilman.  Pri-Ru-Ta representatives will then be able to attend 
Conservation Observance Day at the Chaplinski farm south of Gilman. 

·         Adam Abel, Pri-Ru-Ta’s grazing specialist, is working with area grazing networks. 

·         Pri-Ru-Ta is looking for projects to support.  Two areas of interest are invasive 
species and lakes and river associations.  

Steve Oberle, NWLCA, reported: 

·         NWLCA met in Hayward on May 27.  Election of officials was postponed until the 
August 2 meeting, which will be held in conjunction with the summer tour in Sawyer 
County. 



·         WLWCA is soliciting proposals for resolutions to be presented at the annual WLWCA 
meeting in December. 

·         Butch Lobermeier, Price County Conservationist, will represent NWLCA on the state 
staffing grants committee.  The committee is trying to determine how extra staffing 
funds should be distributed.  NWLCA supports a proposal to distribute the funds to the 
counties.  How the funds should be allocated is one question before the committee.  One 
possibility is to raise the base staffing grant from the current $85,000.  Another 
question, especially with some counties merging departments, is what constitutes an 
LCD employee.    

Awards:  Conservation award nominees need to be sent to NWLCA by August 20.  LCD 
staff will present possible nominees to the committee at the July meeting.  Williams 
suggested soliciting potential awardees through a news release.  

LCC Vice Chair:  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to nominate Lato as vice chairman of the 
LCC.  MOTION CARRIED.   

Drinking Water Testing and Education Program (DWEP):  DWEP will be held in July.  
Bottle pick-up will be from July 12 to July 16 at the LCD office, July 13 in Gilman and Jump 
River, and July 14 at either Rib Lake or Chelsea.  Water samples will be taken to the testing 
lab in Stevens Point on July 20.  

Conservation plans:  MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve nutrient management 
plans for John Goebel II, Ray Sackman, and Mark Matyka.  MOTION CARRIED.  

Correspondence:  Wisconsin Land and Water Conservation Board minutes from April 16 
meeting; Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D agenda for June 25 meeting; registration notice for Northwest 
Wisconsin Lakes Conferences; Midwest Environmental Advocates newsletter.  

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Kasparek/Peterson to approve all meetings 
below.  MOTION CARRIED.           

FPP/CREP Training(Oberle/Mauer)............................................. (Oshkosh) June 17, 2004 

LCC Supervisor Training (Oberle)         ................................. (Rhinelander) June 22, 2004 

WLWCA 2004 Annual Conference Planning Committee meeting (Oberle)...... (Stevens Point) 
July 1, 2004 

Drinking Water Education/Testing Program bottle distribution (All)  .......... July 12-16, 2004 

Taylor County Clean Sweep (Oberle)       .......................... (Rib Lake, Lublin) July 15, 2004 

Next LCC Meeting         ............ ....................................... 10:00 a.m., July 20, 2004 
  

Meeting adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 



May 18, 2004 

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Charles Zenner at 10:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, 
Medford, Wisconsin.  Members present in addition to Zenner were David Bizer and Wayne 
Lato.  Others present were Jim Metz, Taylor County Board Chairman; Bob Plawski, NRCS 
District Conservationist; Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Coordinator; Mary Williams, Pri-Ru-
Ta RC&D Representative (until 10:15 a.m.); Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; Quentin 
Smith, LCD Engineering Technician (from 10:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.) and Cathy Mauer, LCD 
Conservation Assistant. 

MOTION by Lato/Bizer to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Lato/Zenner to approve the April 7, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

April bills were circulated for review, and the March budget analysis was distributed.  
MOTION by Bizer/Lato to approve the April bills and March budget analysis as presented.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D representative:  Williams expressed a desire to continue as the Pri-Ru-
Ta RC&D representative to provide support relative to the hiring of new staff (Adam Abel as 
grazing specialist and an as yet to be named person as project manager).  Williams is no 
longer on the LCC.  There was consensus among committee members that she should 
continue as the Pri-Ru-Ta representative.   Williams said that she had enjoyed her time on 
the LCC and had learned a lot.  An alternate to Pri-Ru-Ta was not named at this time. 

2004 Conservation Assistance Program:  Smith summarized some of the projects that 
LCD expects to cost-share this year.  Projects include: 

·   Darrin and Lisa Kohls - Well and cattle crossing; needs approval and permit by DNR. 

·   John and Janet Clark - Manure storage facility, possibly an earthen pit; design is in 
progress. 

·   Jeremy and Michelle Goebel - Cattle crossing and access road; DNR is requiring a 
concrete pad for the crossing base rather than sand as originally planned. 

·   Bruce and Kimberly Lewandowski - Heavy use area protection; this is a carryover from 
2003 

·   Gary and Deb Neumann - Heavy use area protection 

In addition, planning is being done for the following non-cost shared project: 

·   Gary and Lucie Schumacher - Barnyard; this was a late application and funding is not 
expected to be available. 

2004 Tree/Shrub Sale summary:  Mauer reported that over 15,000 trees and shrubs 
were sold, as well as over 200 tree tubes, 120 tree mats, and root gel.  There were about 
120 purchasers.  The county had a profit of over $2200 from the sale, which included five 
species of hardwoods, five conifers, and seven small trees and shrubs plus a wildlife 
package.    



Conservation Observance Day update:  Conservation Observance Day will be held 
Friday, June 25, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Ed and Mary Chaplinski Farm near 
Gilman.  The Chaplinskis were the 2003 Wisconsin Conservation Farmers of the Year.  LCD 
is hosting the event along with the Chaplinskis.  Funds are provided by DATCP.  The event 
will include tours, presentations, and complimentary lunch.  Speakers include 
representatives from most of the conservation agencies in the state. 

2003 WLWCA Land Conservation Committee Supervisory Training:  Oberle notified 
the committee of upcoming training sessions to be held in several locations around the state 
this June; he also distributed information about the sessions. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, distributed and reviewed a written report:

1.       LCC Training  sessions and County Conservationist Meeting. 

2.       Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) –  Oberle sent a letter to DATCP 
requesting expansion of the program to include the Towns of Aurora, Cleveland, Ford, 
Roosevelt, and Little Black. 

3.       Farmland Preservation Program – the existing standards need to be updated by 
October, 2004. 

4.       Nutrient Management – Oberle received a request from Sue Porter of DATCP to help 
with drafting a Technical Note to include a with the latest revision work to the nutrient 
management (590) standard for grazing operations. 

5.       Drinking Water – Oberle is working with the Taylor County Health Department, which 
is writing a grant proposal for expansion of drinking water testing for arsenic in the 
region. 

6.       Yellow River Watershed – Dan Masterpole (Chippewa County Conservationist) and 
Oberle sent a letter to DNR requesting continuation of work on the Yellow River TMDL 
(Total Maximum Daily Load) project. 

7.       Soil and Water Resource Management Grant (SWRM) –  Oberle presented the 2004 
contract to Zenner for his signature.  The grant provides $85,000 for staffing and 
$89,500 for cost-sharing of conservation projects. 

8.       Animal Waste Ordinance activity – Richard Vervaecke, who had previously contacted 
the department concerning a permit for a pit does not plan on doing a pit at this time.  
Richard Riehle has requested a permit for a pit closure.  In response to a question by 
Bizer, Oberle explained that a plan is required to be submitted with the permit 
application before a permit can be issued and that plans are also required for cost-
sharing of practices.    Plawski asked if there were repercussions if someone did not 
apply for a required permit.  Oberle replied that any action in response to this sort of 
situation would have to be taken up by the LCC.  Bizer clarified to others present that 
the ordinance applies to any number of animal units, including even one horse.  Plawski 
reiterated the process for permitting and cost-sharing projects: permit application, cost-
share application (if desired by landowner), plan, permit.     

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 

1.       The EQIP sign-up period closed May 14.   There were twenty-seven applicants. The 
ranking with cost-estimates should be completed by next week.  There were seven 



applications for grazing, ten for nutrient management, seven for barnyards, one for 
organic, and two for heavy use area protection and barnyard.  There were also two 
applicants for waste storage and an additional likely applicant.  Soil tests for nutrient 
management planning are needed before waste storage can be approved.  Cost-sharing 
will pay a consultant fee for developing a nutrient management plan.  This is in addition 
to the incentive payments the farmer receives.  Plans for projects contracted after July 
2, 2003 must be phosphorus based rather than nitrogen based as was done previously.   

2.       A request was submitted to the FSA state office to add Little Black and Browning to 
the CREP grasslands area [as well as Aurora to the riparian area].  Also, Dale Oldenburg 
has applied to add an additional four acres to his existing CREP acreage.  The Town of 
Taft is in a CREP riparian area, which requires eligible land to be within 180 feet of a 
stream.  In CREP grassland areas, such as Deer Creek, land must be within 1000 feet of 
a stream to be eligible.  Current CREP rules require the planting of trees, even though 
the site may not be suitable; a proposal to change the current rule is waiting for 
approval.  Participants in CREP receive payments annually for ten years.  Current 
payments are $34.00 per acre if there is a pasture history. 

3.       A budget of $12 million was received for EQIP in Wisconsin for 2004.  Future 
proposed budgets are $15 million in 2005 and $18 million by 2007.   

4.       Job cuts are likely in 2005, with as many as 2500 out of 11,000 jobs being cut 
nationwide. 

5.       The Frank Jiran Wetland Reserve Project will include 110 acres, with fifty acres being 
restored wetland and the remainder being for cover.  There are three easements and a 
Farmland Preservation Program contract on the property, which need to be cleared 
before the project is started.  Back taxes have been cleared.  According to Lato, beans 
have been planted on some of the affected fields. 

Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported:   

1.       Borden summarized what Pri-Ru-Ta is and does: 

·         Non-profit corporation that helps with both funds and staff for a variety of projects 

·         Can capitalize reimbursable grants and also offers direct grants 

·         Can facilitate use of  limited term employees for projects through providing hiring, 
payroll, and other related services, e.g. the North Central Graziers received a USDA 
grant to hire Adam Abel as a grazing specialist. 

2.       Pri-Ru-Ta is hiring a project manager. 

3.       Pri-Ru-Ta’s mission includes economic development that utilizes local resources. 

Steve Oberle, NWLCA, reported: 

The next meeting will be on May 27 in Hayward, and the following meeting will be August 2 
and will be held in Sawyer County in conjunction with the regional summer tour. 

Farmland Preservation Program:  MOTION by Lato/Bizer to approve the Farmland 
Preservation application for John F., II and Barbara J. Goebel, who are enrolling 140 acres 
in the Town of Aurora.  MOTION CARRIED. 



Land Conservation Committee and NWLCA representatives and alternates:  Al 
Beadles was suggested as a possible alternate for Pri-Ru-Ta.  MOTION by Lato/Bizer to 
approve Mary Williams as the Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D representative.  MOTION CARRIED.  Lato 
volunteered to act as the NWLCA representative.  No alternate was selected, but Oberle will 
represent Taylor County in Lato’s absence.  The committee decided to wait until June to 
select a Vice Chair. 

Monthly meeting date:  The monthly LCC meetings were set for the third Tuesday of each 
month at 10:00 a.m.  The next meeting will be June 15. 

Conservation and Nutrient Management Plans:  There were no conservation plans. 
MOT ION by Bizer/Lato to approve the Nutrient Management Plan for Pat Pernsteiner as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Correspondence:  Thursday Note, May 14. 

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Lato/Bizer to approve all meetings below.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

NWLCA (Oberle)...................................................................... (Hayward) May 27, 2004 

Next LCC Meeting.............................................................................. June 15, 2004 

MOTION by Bizer/Lato to adjourn the LCC meeting at 11:45 a.m.  MOTION CARRIED.   



April 7, 2004 

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Wayne Lato at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting was 
held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, Wisconsin.  
Members present were Rodney Adams, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim Peterson, Mary 
Williams, and Charles Zenner.  Others present were Deb Esselmann, FSA County Executive 
Director; Bob Plawski, NRCS District Conservationist; Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS; Steve 
Oberle, County Conservationist; and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant. 

MOTION by Williams/Peterson to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Adams/Peterson to approve the March 2, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

March 2004 bills were circulated for review, and the February 2004 budget analysis was 
distributed.  MOTION by Adams/Peterson to approve the March bills and February budget 
analysis as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Annual Accomplishment Report:  Oberle reviewed a draft of the 2003 Land and Water 
Resource Management Program Accomplishment Report that he will be sending to DATCP 
this month. 

Tree and Shrub Sale :  Approximately 13,000 trees and shrubs have been sold so far.  
There have been over 100 buyers. 

Conservation Observance Day:  Plans are moving forward for Conservation Observance 
Day to be held June 25 at Ed and Mary Chaplinski’s farm. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported: 

1.       Oberle presented an award to Rod Adams for his service to the committee.  This was 
Adams’ last LCC meeting.  An award will also be presented to Jim Miller, who was the 
FSA representative on the committee. 

2.       Animal Manure Ordinance:  Richard Vervaecke has contacted the department 
concerning building a new manure pit or rebuilding an existing pit.  The existing pit is 
not large enough.  Vervaecke is working with NRCS staff, who will be visiting the site.  A 
comprehensive nutrient management plan will be needed.  There is a possibility of using 
pits at the Plooy farm. 

3.       Animal Manure Ordinance: Oberle discussed an inspection form that he developed to 
use when addressing animal manure complaints or issues that may arise. 

4.       Oberle presented a proposal for LCD purchase of a cell phone and cell phone service.  
The committee questioned the need for a phone and was concerned about poor 
reception in parts of the county.  It was suggested that the department purchase phone 
cards and ask to use landowners’ phones if the need arises. 

5.       Oberle attended a Conservation Partners Roundtable on March 17.  Two primary issues 
discussed were how to deal with cost-share money under spending, especially in the 
priority watersheds and additional staffing dollars to counties from watershed project 
completions.  The main concern is how to equitably allocate these additional staffing 
funds to counties. There may be approximately $15,000 per county for staffing available 



within the next two years and approximately $40,000-$50,000 over the next four to six 
years once the remaining watersheds close. Several options are being explored, both by 
WALCE and jointly by DATCP and WLWCA.  A related issue is rules for carryovers and 
transfers of funds from year to year, project to project within a given county, and from 
county to county.  Also discussed at the meeting was AB868, which gives the state 
control of animal feedlot siting.  WLWCA opposed the bill, which is now on the 
governor’s desk. 

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 

1.       NRCS is still waiting for EQIP funds to be released.  It will probably be April 19 or 
later.  They are taking applications but no contracts can be signed.  So far there are 
fourteen applications, including two barnyards and one organic operation in Taylor 
County and one in Price County.  The organic practice is new this year, and interest is 
growing in this area.  There were twelve attendees at a recent informational meeting in 
Price County. 

2.       There is a possibility that the CREP area can be expanded to include additional towns.  
NRCS, FSA, and LCD will jointly request expansion in to Little Black and Browning for 
grasslands and Aurora for riparian buffers. 

3.       The Grassland Reserve Program, which is new here, will probably pay $8.50 per acre 
with a minimum requirement of forty acres.  No sign-up period has been announced.  
There is not expected to be much participation in Taylor County. 

4.       Applications for manure pits need to have soil tests and backhoe investigations 
completed before the application can be processed. 

Deb Esselmann, FSA, reported: 

1.       The March price for milk is $0.78, and the April price is $0.02.  There is a possibility of 
$18.00 futures for August.  November is not looking very good.  

2.       There may be LDPs on soybeans. 

3.       A newsletter will be going out soon. 

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 

1.       Shooting permits have been issued.  No deer have been registered so far.  Those 
receiving permits need to fill 80% of the permits by September 15 in order to receive 
payment. 

2.       Due to expected deer damage to soybeans, those planting soybeans are urged to get 
in the program. 

3.       Turkeys:  Michael Brandner had fifty turkeys in his free stall barn.  Once Brandner was 
assured by a veterinarian that turkeys are not susceptible to the type of salmonella that 
is easily transferable to mammals, including cows, he decide not to pursue shooting 
permits at this time.  Turkey damage has been reported in Marathon County.  It is 
hoped that DNR will approve removal of turkeys though they are currently reluctant to 
give out permits at this time.  When turkeys are shot through the damage permit 
program, they may not be kept by the landowner.  Ginseng growers are having 



increasing turkey problems.  There has been relatively little turkey damage in Taylor 
County.  Price County has had one problem with oat bales. 

4.       Wolves continue to be a problem in some areas. 

Annette and Fred Meyer property:  LCD was contacted concerning water testing on the 
property in the Town of Holway.  Problems include a leaking fuel storage tank, holding tank 
problems, and potential pollution from salvage vehicles.  LCD was advised by the LCC to 
take no action at this time since DNR has issued an order for the Meyers to contact a 
consultant on the matter. 

Steve Oberle, NWLCA, reported:

1.       Oberle distributed a copy of the minutes of the last meeting and the agenda for the 
next meeting to be held in Hayward on May 27. 

2.       The following meeting will be held August 2, and the NWLCA Summer Tour with the 
Land and Water Conservation Board will be August 3. 

3.       A proposal from William Horvath was presented through Dale Olson to shift 
administration of the Managed Forest Law program from DNR to the counties. 

Farmland Preservation Program applications:  An application from John F. Goebel II 
and Barbara J. Goebel was presented for review. 

Correspondence:  Thursday Note of April 11; WLWCA training notice for LCC members; 
DATCP packet; LWCB meeting minutes; information on staffing funds; and Farmland 
Preservation Program information for update. 

Mary Williams, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported:   

1.       The April 1 grazing conference sponsored by Pri-Ru-Ta and planned by Adam Abel, Pri-
Ru-Ta Grazing Specialist was very successful. 

2.       The next meeting Pri-Ru-Ta meeting will be held at Ed and Mary Chaplinski’s farm on 
June 25, Conservation Observance Day. 

3.       Interviews for the Pri-Ru-Ta assistant will begin next week. 

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Zenner/Willliams to approve all meetings below.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

County Conservationist Meeting (Oberle)................................................. (Waupaca) May 6-7, 2004 

Basic and Advanced Wetland Delineation Training (Mauer)......... (Door County) Aug 30- Sept. 3, 2004 

Next LCC Meeting ............................................................................................. May 18, 2004 

MOTION by Peterson/Zenner to move into closed session [per 19.85(1)(c), Wis. Stats.] for 
approximately one hour for Oberle evaluation. 

MOTION by Zenner/Peterson at 12:28 p.m. to move into open session to take any 
necessary action on items discussed in closed session.  MOTION CARRIED. 



MOTION by Zenner/Kasparek to adjourn the LCC meeting at 12:35 p.m.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 



March 2, 2004  

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Wayne Lato at 12:40 p.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim Peterson, and Charles 
Zenner.  Rodney Adams and Mary Williams were absent.  Others present were Deb 
Esselmann, FSA County Executive Director (until 2:10 p.m.); Bob Plawski, NRCS District 
Conservationist; Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Coordinator; Adam Abel, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D 
Grazing Specialist (until 12:45 p.m.); Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; and Cathy 
Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant. 

MOTION by Peterson/Zenner to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Peterson/Zenner to approve the February 3, 2004 LCC meeting minutes as 
corrected to read February 3 rather than February 23 as distributed.  MOTION CARRIED. 

February bills and January budget analysis were circulated for review.  MOTION by 
Zenner/Kasparek to approve the February bills and January budget analysis as presented.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

2003-2004 Conservation Assistance Program:  Oberle reviewed spending from 2002 
and 2003 and reported that in 2002 $11,054.30 was unspent and in 2003 all funds were 
spent, with no funds being carried over into 2004.  Two projects, Pat Pernsteiner and Ed 
Chaplinski, were originally going to be carried over but have been recontracted to use 2004 
funds.  

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported:   

1. Permit forms for enacting the Animal Manure Ordinance have been prepared.  A 
complaint form for citizen complaints will also be prepared.  An advisory group to be mostly 
drawn from the work group that drew up the ordinance will review questions that may arise 
about the ordinance, especially relative to enforcement issues.  Oberle will submit a list of 
potential advisory group members to the LCC. 

2. Oberle was not invited to sit on the Standards Oversight Committee Nutrient 
Management 590 Standards. 

3. The DNR Wildlife Damage reimbursement for 2003 was $20,254.07.  The LCD received 
an advance of $4,290.75 last year and will be receiving the balance of $15,963.32.  

4. Adams requested rescheduling the April LCC meeting to a morning meeting.  That will be 
his last meeting before leaving the county board.  The April meeting was scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m.    

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 

1. NRCS has not yet received EQIP funds for 2004. 

2. Funds for technical assistance are available. 

3. The Local Work Group met on February 11.   



• Some new practices were added: Waste Treatment Strip, which replaced the 
filter strip for barnyards and Organic Practice, which pays $50 per acre with a 
maximum of 40 acres or $2,000 per application per year.  The Organic Practice 
includes requirements for nutrient management, pest management, and organic 
certification.  There is a three year maximum.  The group is allocating 15% of EQIP 
funds to cover two applicants for Organic Practices. 

• The same ranking sheet will be used as last year. 
• Most practices will be at 50%.   This directive came from the state.  The Local 

Work Group was willing to try that for this year but will lobby the state for higher 
rates if that is not effective. 

• Several practices will be at 75%.   This includes grassed waterway, roof runoff 
system, sediment basin (non-barnyard) and streambank and shoreline protection.   

• Heavy use area protection and sediment basins (barnyard) have a maximum of 
$10,000.  Wetland restoration has a maximum of $400. 

4. NRCS and LCD are working on a structure (dam) removal project on the Darrin Kohls’ 
property.  A maximum of $10,000 is available from NRCS and $2,500 from US Fish and 
Wildlife Service.  The work on the dam removal will probably start in July or August, 
when it is likely to be drier.  The NRCS State Engineer will need to approve the plans for 
the structure removal.  A DNR permit is not needed.  A crossing will also be put in as a 
separate project.  A permanent crossing, such as pre-formed concrete, is desired.  
However, a temporary gravel and sand crossing may be installed.  A permit will be 
needed for the new crossing.   

5.  Payments for nutrient management planning are $7/acre per year to the landowner for a 
maximum of three years.  Technical Service Providers (TSP), if used, get a payment that 
varies based on the acres included and they may charge for updates for each of the three 
years.  Those providers who do not charge for updates will only get a first year payment.  
If their fee for the first year exceeds the maximum payment, the landowner will have to 
cover the cost. 

Deb Esselmann, FSA, reported: 

1. FSA sent out a postcard announcing DCP rates and a grazing conference that will be held 
April 1 in Stetsonville. 

2. A newsletter will be going out soon. 

3. Milk payment rates are $0.90 for February milk and $0.74 for March milk.  Starting in 
April, payments will be made out of Kansas City. 

4. Sign-up for CRP will start in April. 

5. Maps are being digitized with county land units.  Staff will be receiving GPS training. 

6. CDs are available with the yearly FSA aerial photos of the county. 

Chris Borden, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, reported: 

1. Adam Abel, the grazing specialist who was recently hired by Pri-Ru-Ta, was introduced. 

2. The council now has an employment manual and employment process developed. 

3. Fundraising is a major part of Pri-Ru-Ta’s activities. 



4. Pri-Ru-Ta is looking for a program assistant. 

5. The next Pri-Ru-Ta meeting will be held at Chaplinskis on Conservation Observance Day, 
June 25. 

Steve Oberle reported for NWLCA: Nancy Brereton was hired as the NWLCA 
Coordinator.  She also works for Price County LCD part-time. 

2003 Annual Accomplishment Report and 2005 Joint DATCP/DMR Nonpoint Source 
Grant Application:  Oberle is working on both of these items and will report at the next 
meeting. 

Revision of Taylor County Land and Water Resource Management Plan:  The revised 
plan must be completed and submitted to the Wisconsin Land and Water Board by October, 
2005.  Oberle has contacted Cheryl Bursik, who served as a consultant on the current plan, 
about working with the LCD on the revision.  She will be available but will need to be done 
with her portion by April 2005. 

Conservation plans:  None 

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Zenner/Kasparek to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

Spring 2004 County-State-Federal Conservation Partners Roundtable......... (Spooner) March 17, 2004 

NWLCA (Oberle)................................................................................. (Hayward) March 26, 2004 

Next LCC Meeting........................................................ 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, April 7, 2004 

2004 Wisconsin Lakes Convention (Mauer)........................................ (Green Bay) April 15-17, 2004 

MOTION by Zenner/Peterson to adjourn the LCC meeting at 2:36 p.m.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 



February 23, 2004  

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Wayne Lato at 12:42 p.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were Rodney Adams, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim 
Peterson, and Charles Zenner (until 2:12 p.m.).  Mary Williams was absent.  Others present 
were Deb Esselmann, FSA County Executive Director; Bob Plawski, NRCS District 
Conservationist; Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS; Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; and Cathy 
Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant.  

MOTION by Peterson/Adams to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve the January 6, 2004 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

January bills were circulated for review.  The December 2003 budget analysis was 
distributed with the agenda.  MOTION by Zenner/Adams to approve the January 2004 bills 
and December 2003 budget analysis as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Engineering Technician position status:  The Personnel Committee approved changing 
the status of the position from limited term to regular full time.  The position is filled 
dependent on staff funding grants from DATCP.  An ordinance to be presented to the full 
county board was circulated for LCC member’s signatures.  Oberle will present the 
application for 2005 grants at the March meeting.  The current allocation for staffing 
proposed by DATCP is $85,000.  Oberle will request $150,000 for the Conservation 
Assistance Program (cost-share funds). 

USDA-NRCS and Taylor County Operational Agreement:  Plawski reviewed the 
revisions to the agreement that were requested by NRCS.  Some federal forms that were 
specified for compliance checks were removed.  Each agency will use its own forms and 
compliance checks.  Agreement will try to be reached between federal and state standards.  
If there are discrepancies, they will be handled resolved at the local level.  The non-
discrimination clause was updated. Paragraph one was moved from the “County shall” 
section to the “Mutually agreed” section.  The Land and Water Resource Management Plan 
section, which had been removed, was reinserted.  MOTION by Peterson/Adams to approve 
the Operational Agreement as amended.  MOTION APPROVED. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported:   

1.       Oberle presented a Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) contract 
amendment with FSA and the State of Wisconsin for Lato’s signature. 

2.       Oberle asked if the LCC wanted to pay the yearly membership fee in the National 
Association of Conservation Districts.  The consensus of the committee was no. 

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 

1.       The NRCS budget passed on January 22 and was signed last week.  State allocations 
are not yet finalized, but the tentative allocation for Taylor County is $138,000 for cost-
sharing.  In addition the LCD is receiving $89,500 in state cost-share funds. 

2.       The Local EQIP Work Group will be meeting soon.  All but five practices were set at a 
fifty percent cost-share rate by the state NRCS office.  It is uncertain exactly how funds 



piggybacked with the LCD cost-share funds will be allocated.  In previous years most 
piggybacked projects were funded at the eighty-five percent level.  Limited resource 
farmers (those grossing less than $100,000 per year for two years or having an income 
less than $19,000 per year) may be eligible for ninety percent funding. 

3.       New practices for this year include waste water treatment and an organic farming – 
conservation cropping sequence. 

4.       The State of Wisconsin allocation for this year is expected to be $12.5 million.  By 
2007 Taylor County may be receiving $200,000. 

5.       There have been five sign-ups so far under a continuous open sign-up with no dates 
having been set. 

6.       Reports for plans will need to be finalized on computer.  All plans will be 
computerized using ARCGIS.  

7.       Christina Smith has been hired as an intermittent employee. 

8.       Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D has hired Adam Abel as a grazing specialist.  In addition to Taylor 
County he will be serving Clark, Price, Rusk, and Sawyer counties.  Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D is 
taking applications for a program manager. 

Deb Esselmann, FSA, reported: 

1.       Grazing information will be put on the Ag Service Center website and in a FSA 
newsletter that is going to focus on conservation planning. 

2.       FSA is updating, including coding, Livestock Compensation folders.  In the future 
there may be funding related to BSE. 

3.       FSA aerial photos are available on CD-Rom.  There are two CDs per county.  They are 
$30 per CD. 

4.       MILC: Payments were $0.828 in January and will be $0.95 in February.  Class III 
payments were up and Class I payments were down, which is good in Taylor County. 

5.       There have been some DCP sing-ups. 

6.       The annual informational meetings, which are usually held each spring, have been 
postponed until more definite information is available. 

7.       Esselmann is giving a crop insurance presentation on February 16. 

8.       Esselmann will be going to Washington D.C. in March. 

9.       The Disaster Program (for 2002 crops) ended last week; there is no word yet on a 
2003 program.  Upfront measurements have been encouraged by the local FSA so that 
producers have the information needed if there is a program for 2003. 

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 

1.       Zydzik released a wolf that was caught in a coyote trap. 



2.       He will be making another visit to the Goodnoe property.  Goodnoes have lost at 
least forty calves, probably to salmonella infection, and APHIS is trying to control 
starlings on the property, which are one potential source of salmonella.  The starling 
control project includes poisoning of the starlings with a poison that is specific to birds 
and doesn’t pass to whatever may eat the birds.  The cost is based on the number of 
cattle, $400 per 100 head.  Dampness may contribute to the problem as there are no 
fans in the calf barn on the property. 

3.       Claims will be reviewed in Price County next week. 

Steve Oberle reported for NWLCA: 

1.       Nancy Brereton, who is with Price County LCD part-time, has been hired for the 
sixty-hour per year program coordinator position. 

2.       The possibility of earmarking for conservation purposes any payments that may be 
made to towns and counties for easements for the Arrowhead-Weston power line was 
discussed.  NWLCA representatives are in support of that use of the funds. 

3.       The next two meetings are March 26 and July 23, both in Hayward. 

Farmland Preservation Program applications:  Applications were presented for John 
and Anita Goebel, 160 acres in the Town of Aurora, and Jeremy and Michelle Goebel, 282 
acres in the Town of Aurora.  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve the applications as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Conservation Observance Day:  Conservation Observance Day will be held June 25 on 
the Ed and Mary Chaplinski farm. The county will receive $2400 from DATCP toward 
expenses for the celebration. 

Standards Oversight Council (SOC):  SOC has issued a request for volunteers for 
revising the nutrient management standard (590).  MOTION by Peterson/Adams to 
approve Oberle volunteering for the committee.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Correspondence:  Star News photo/article about WEEB grant donations of environmental 
education equipment to schools,  Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters Interim 
Conservation Scorecard, Wisconsin Farm Bureau information sheet on agricultural forest 
land taxation proposal.  Nutrient and Pest Management Program Field Notes. 

Next LCC Meeting is March 2, 2004 

MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to adjourn the LCC meeting at 2:40 p.m.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 



January 6  

The monthly LCC meeting was called to order by Wayne Lato at 12:35 p.m.  The meeting 
was held in the UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, 
Wisconsin.  Members present were Rodney Adams, Alan Kasparek, Wayne Lato, Tim 
Peterson, and Charles Zenner (until 2:00 p.m.).  Mary Williams was absent.  Others present 
were Deb Esselmann, FSA County Executive Director (until 2:00 p.m.); Bob Plawski, NRCS 
District Conservationist; Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS; Steve Oberle, County Conservationist; 
and Cathy Mauer, LCD Conservation Assistant.  

MOTION by Adams/Zenner to approve the agenda as distributed and posted.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 

MOTION by Peterson/Adams to approve the December 5, 2005 LCC meeting minutes.  
MOTION CARRIED. 

December 2003 bills were circulated for review.  The November 2003 budget analysis was 
distributed with the agenda.  MOTION by Zenner/Adams to approve the December 2003 
bills and November 2003 budget analysis as presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Conservation Assistance Program update:  Of funds available for 2003, only $3.00 was 
unspent.  Several projects were extended into 2004.  These include projects for Pat and 
Gina Pernsteiner, Ed and Mary Chaplinski, Mike and Linda Brandner, Bruce and Kimberly 
Lewandowski, and Gemini Farms, LLC.  The Ustianowski project was approved for direct 
payment to the contractors.  

Engineering Technician position status:  Oberle reviewed the rationale for changing the 
position from an LTE position to a regular full-time position:  the position is needed to 
design and monitor installation of projects that are funded through the Land and Water 
Resource Management Plan cost-share program (the Conservation Assistance Program); if 
staffing grant funds for the position becomes unavailable, the county would need to pay 
unemployment regardless of the position’s status as LTE or regular; the employee in the 
position is more likely to stay if the position is a regular full-time position.  MOTION by 
Adams/Zenner to change the Engineering Technician position from an LTE position to a 
regular full-time position and to change the Resource Conservationist position from a 
regular full-time position to an LTE position.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Ed Zydzik, USDA-APHIS, reported: 

• Jim Tlusty was paid for the loss of a cow and a calf due to wolf predation.   
• The shooting permits issued to Pat Dittrich were helpful even though they were not 

filled in time to receive damage payments. 
• Zydzik reviewed proposed wildlife damage payments for committee approval:  

Wayne Mann - $1160.26, Gary Pernsteiner - $269.30, Keith Skabroud - $900.72, 
Mike Brandner - $4912.13, Bernie Madlon - $1336.75, and Dan Hoffman - 
$1192.50.  MOTION by Zenner/Peterson to approve the payments as presented.  
MOTION CARRIED.  

• All producers who had over $1000.00 in damages will get shooting permits in 
February for the 2004 season.  Permits will need to be filled by September 15 
(antlerless deer only) in order for the producer to qualify for payments. 

• Two wolf complaints were received recently: one was legitimate and the other was 
injuries to a dog as a result of a dogfight. 

Deb Esselmann, FSA, reported: 



• January MILC payments were $0.828.  Payments will probably increase to over $1.00 
later in the year. 

• DCP advances of up to 50% are available. 
• The 2001 and 2002 disaster program for crop losses ends in January.  FSA called 

people who had insurance losses to inform them of the program. 
• The agencies are holding off on planning for the annual interagency public meetings 

until there is more information available on 2004 programs. 

Bob Plawski, NRCS, reported: 

• NRCS still does not have a budget.  The Senate is supposed to meet January 20 to 
pass the farm bill which will include the NRCS appropriation. 

• Changes to federal cost-share rates were proposed with most rates at 50% and 
State Conservationist approval needed for higher rates.  A more recent proposal kept 
the rate for the most commonly used practices at 75% and changed less often used 
practices to 50%.  Flat rates were unchanged.  Oberle noted that the LCD can 
piggyback funds to bring the rate up to 90% in some cases. 

• One WHIP (Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program) project may be implemented. 
• RCS is trying to get additional payments for CREP (Conservation Reserve 

Enhancement Program) participants. 
• There is little interest in the Continuous CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) due to 

low rates. 

Steve Oberle, LCD, reported: 

• Oberle presented the reimbursement form for the staffing grant for the second half 
of 2003 to Lato for his signature. 

• An LCD newsletter was published in December. 
• The forms for administering the Animal Manure and Nutrient Management Ordinance 

are ready. 

Wayne Lato reported on the WLWCA Conference. 

Tree and Shrub Sale:  The information/order form has been distributed.  A 10% discount 
is being offered through January 15.  Several new species are being sold this year. 

Farmland Preservation Program applications:  Applications for John and Anita Goebel 
and  Jeremy and Michelle Goebel were circulated for committee review. 

Conservation plans:  Nutrient Management plans for 2003 and 2004 for Pat Pernsteiner 
were presented by Oberle.  MOTION by Adams/Kasparek to approve the plans as 
presented.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Future meetings/events:  MOTION by Peterson/Kasparek to approve all meetings below. 
 MOTION CARRIED. 

NWLCA (Oberle) @ (Hayward) January 16, 2004 

Wooded Wetlands Science Forum (Mauer) @ (Mosinee) January 30-31, 2004 

2004 WALCE Conference (Mauer, Oberle) @ (Milwaukee) February 18-20, 2004 

Next LCC Meeting is February 3, 2004  



MOTION by Peterson/Adams to adjourn the LCC meeting at 2:48 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 


