
PERSONNEL & LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
DECEMBER 20, 2006 

 
 

Chairman Fred Parent called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Third Floor Jury 
Room.  Members present were Jim Seidl, Joe Sweda, Lester Lewis, Wayne Lato, John 
Werner III.   Others present were Jim Metz, Bruce Daniels, Karl Kelz, and Luke Klink from 
the Star News.   
  
Approve agenda.  It was moved by Lato, seconded by Seidl to approve the agenda with 
three items on it.  A unanimous vote cast, the motion carried.   
 
Request to fill Sheriff’s Department Data Records Manager position.  It was moved by Lewis, 
seconded by Seidl to approve filling this position, but place the position in Grade 9 instead 
of a Grade 10 of the Non-Professional Union contract.  The reason for changing the position 
to a Grade 9 is because evidence room custodian duties are being eliminated from the job 
description which was the sole reason why the position was previously reclassified to a 
Grade 10.  A unanimous vote cast, the motion carried. 
 
It was moved by Seidl, seconded by Lewis to adjourn at 9:39 a.m. 
 
Marie Koerner, Secretary 



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for November 15, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl, John Werner, Fred Parent, Wayne Lato, Sheriff 
Jack Kay, and Detective Bruce Daniels. 
 
Visitors:  Board Chairman Jim Metz, Karl Kelz, Bill Breneman, Nick Synol, and Kim Kasperek                      
 
Press: Luke Klink of The Star News and Paula Liske of WKEB 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Wednesday, November 
15, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Parent, second by Werner to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on September 15, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 8, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None    
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:  None 
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER:  None 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  None  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:  
 
Discuss/act on process for selection of chief deputy:   Sheriff Kay asked if a list of 
things required for the position should be created and if a written test should be given.  
Daniels said a State test can be given at a cost of $14.50 per test, which could be proctored 
here.  Sweda asked if applications should be taken from outside the department as well and 
Werner and Seidl both agreed that they should.  Seidl asked if we couldn’t make up our own 
test.  Daniels said there is no statutory requirement that a test be given.  Kay suggested 
that applicants have 3-5 years of experience higher than a patrol officer.  Daniels said that 
normally job postings indicate 3-5 years of experience is preferred so as not to limit the 
applicants, to which the Committee agreed.  Seidl suggested we explore what other 
counties have done in this regard.  Parent suggested a minimum of 5 years of supervisory 
experience and Lato offered that might be too much and we might not get enough 
candidates.  Seidl wanted to clarify that the Committee has the authority to appoint a chief 
deputy.  Sweda said they got an opinion from the Corporation Counsel saying they could 
and unless the opinion is challenged, they have to adhere to it.  DA Kelz gave his opinion 
that the Board certainly has authority to appoint a chief deputy and if the County Code were 
challenged, it would be fine.  Daniels then requested authorization to start the appointment 
process and to be allowed to take the necessary steps without having to wait for the next 
committee meeting.  Motion by Seidl to authorize the sheriff-elect to begin working on the 
system for chief deputy selection, second by Werner.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Discuss/act on creating sworn officer eligibility list:  Sheriff Kay said the current 
eligibility list has expired and he wants authorization to begin the process of creating a new 
list.  Motion by Seidl to grant such authorization, second by Lato.  All in favor, motion 
carried.   
 



Discuss/act on appointing chief deputy pro-tem:  A motion was immediately made by 
Parent to appoint Bruce Daniels as chief deputy pro-tem.  Sheriff Kay then explained that he 
was advised this morning by a federal official in Washington, D.C. that this cannot happen, 
as Daniels was permanently reassigned to the position of detective as a result of the Hatch 
Act and he cannot now reassume his former position during the interim.  Parent suggested 
that the sheriff could assign Daniels special duties as a detective, to which the Sheriff 
agreed.  Daniels said he currently has no supervisory responsibilities and is working on no 
grants.  Motion by Seidl to table this item, second by Lato.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:  Seidl asked how the jail inmate count was and Sheriff Kay said the 
jail is full and they have actually been turning away inmates (out of county and transfers).   
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for October.  Motion by Parent, second by Seidl to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:  None 
 
A motion was made by Lato to adjourn the meeting at 10:25 AM, second by Parent.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for October 13, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl, John Werner, Wayne Lato, Chief Deputy Bruce 
Daniels, and Sheriff Jack Kay.  Fred Parent was absent.   
 
Visitors:  Bill Breneman 
 
Press: Luke Klink of The Star News  
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, October 13, 
2006 at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Lato, second by Seidl to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on September 8, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 10, 2006 at 10:00 AM in 
the County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None    
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:  None 
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER:  None  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  None  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on request from Bruce Daniels to downgrade to detective:  Sheriff Kay 
explained that due to the opinion from the federal government regarding the Hatch Act, 
Chief Deputy Daniels has asked to be downgraded to the position of detective.  Motion by 
Seidl to approve the request, second by Werner.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Bruce Daniels then asked that he be allowed to use his accumulated vacation time and be 
paid for it at the chief deputy rate, as that was the position he was in when he earned the 
vacation.  He said he didn’t believe it would be fair to his family to suffer an additional 
financial loss on top of his pay cut.  Seidl then amended his motion to approve Daniel’s 
request and allow him to use his accumulated vacation time at the chief deputy rate of pay, 
provided it isn’t in conflict with County policy, second by Werner.  All in favor, motion 
carried.   
 
Discuss/act on procedure for filling chief deputy position:  Sheriff Kay asked for 
authorization to put out a notice within the department asking for a letter of interest and 
resume from any department employee interested in the position.  Motion by Seidl to 
authorize the Sheriff to do as requested, second by Lato.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Bill Breneman then brought up his concern that the County code regarding appointment of 
chief deputies cannot supersede State statue.  He explained that sec. 59.26 of the 
Wisconsin Statutes governs appointments of undersheriffs and it says undersheriffs are 
appointed by the sheriff and serve at the sheriff’s pleasure.  He said this issue needs to be 
decided and he would like it on the next agenda.  Sheriff Kay said it is well known within the 
department that Breneman wants to fire Bruce Daniels if he becomes sheriff.  Breneman 
said he has told Daniels face to face that he hasn’t made that decision.  Werner said the 
County ordinance refers to chief deputies and not undersheriffs.  Chairman Sweda indicated 



this very issue was debated and decided years ago when Bruce Daniels was originally 
appointed to the chief deputy position.   
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:  None 
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for September.  Motion by Seidl, second by Werner to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
A motion was made by Lato to adjourn the meeting at 10:13 AM, second by Werner.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for September 8, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl, John Werner, Chief Deputy Bruce Daniels, and 
Sheriff Jack Kay.  Fred Parent and Wayne Lato were absent.   
 
Visitors:  Bob Friedenfels, Karon Keene and Mike Gutsch of Memorial Hospital, Larry Brandl, 
and Karl Kelz  
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News  
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, September 8, 
2006 at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Seidl, second by Werner to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on July 14, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 13, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None    
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS   
 
Discuss/act on 2007 ambulance budget:  Copies of the budget were distributed and 
Karon Keene explained that overall the budget shows a $12,615.00 increase or 7%.  This 
includes a .25/hour increase in on-call pay for EMTs and a 4% increase in EMT salaries.  
Larry Brandl commented that the increase is real reasonable for the service received.  
Motion by Seidl to approve the budget as submitted and forward it the budget review 
committee, second by Werner.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER    
 
Discuss/act on new deputy medical examiner in Gilman:  Medical Examiner Scott 
Perrin had prepared a letter for the Committee informing them that he deputized Karen 
Chaplinski of Gilman as a deputy medical examiner in the Gilman area to replace Jim 
Whelan who recently retired.  It was determined that no action was necessary on this item 
as it was simply informational in nature.   
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  None  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS   
 
Discuss/act on donation to cadaver dog program:  Bruce Daniels explained that a five 
person/ five dog team from the Fox Valley area was called in to assist the department in the 
Terrence Boushon case.  He said the team does not charge for its services and operates 
strictly on donations.  He requested authorization to send a $250.00 donation to the team 
for their help on the case.  Motion by Seidl to approve the requested expenditure, second by 
Werner.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Discuss/act on 2007 budget:  Chief Deputy Daniels distributed a breakdown of the 2007 
budget and Sheriff Kay distributed a breakdown of the Emergency Government and HAZMAT 
2007 budgets.  After a lengthy review, Daniels advised that the budget shows a 29% net 
decrease, excluding salaries and wages that have yet to be negotiated.  Motion by Werner 



to approve the budgets as submitted and forward them to the budget review committee, 
second by Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:  None 
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for July and August.  Motion by Seidl, second by 
Werner to approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:  None 
 
A motion was made by Seidl to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 AM, second by Werner.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for July 14, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl,  Fred Parent, John Werner, Wayne Lato, Chief 
Deputy Bruce Daniels, and Sheriff Jack Kay.   
 
Visitors:  Bruce Strama, Tammy Ogle, Bill Conn, Lynette Binns, and Theresa Rasmussen 
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News  
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, July 14, 2006 at 
10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Werner, second by Seidl to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on June 9, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, August 11, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None 
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:  None  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   None  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on animal impound contract:  Bruce Strama distributed copies of the old 
agreement and the proposed interim agreement for review.  Tammy Ogle then distributed 
information about her facility.  Bruce Daniels indicated he has found a vet who will evaluate 
Ogle’s facility to make sure it is appropriate.  Motion by Seidl to adopt the agreement as 
drafted on an interim basis, second by Lato.  All in favor, motion carried.  Strama advised 
that Bill Conn, Lynette Binns, and Theresa Rasmussen were present to show their interest in 
forming a humane society in the county.  Bill Conn suggested that a board of directors and 
by-laws be established and the board could report to this Committee.  Seidl suggested 
placing an ad in the paper announcing a meeting date for interested persons.  Sheriff Kay 
suggested that no one be turned away and an election be held to establish the board 
members.   Strama, Ogle, Conn, Binns, and Rasmussen then left the meeting and met 
separately to begin discussion on the formation of a humane society.   
 
Discuss/act on use of retired officers as reserve officers:  Sheriff Kay asked that he 
be authorized to use retired deputies to fill road shifts if necessary.  He indicated they have 
been used for transports in the past and the cost really isn’t an issue because they are paid 
less than regular deputies.  Questions arose as to whether this would violate the union 
contract and Kay said he would follow the terms of the contract.  He also indicated he would 
only be using deputies that have kept up their certification.  Motion by Parent to authorize 
the use of retired officers as reserve officers, second by Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried.     
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:    Bruce Daniels reported that he and Jim Seidl will be attending a 
NEWCOM meeting on July 18th.  He also reported that due to a significant death 
investigation being conducted by the department, there will be significant costs, all of which 
(with the exception of man hours) are being put in a separate line item in the department’s 
budget so they can be more easily tracked.   
 



Jim Seidl commented that it was recently discussed at a Human Services meeting that 
Human Services will continue assisting with child abuse investigations, even though it isn’t 
required by law.  Daniels commented that the team approach (social worker & officer) in 
these cases is always best and has been working quite well for some time.   
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for June.  Motion by Seidl, second by Werner to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:   
 
A motion was made by Parent to adjourn the meeting at 10:32 AM, second by Werner.  All 
in favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  
 



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for June 9, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl,  Fred Parent, John Werner, Wayne Lato, Chief 
Deputy Bruce Daniels, and Sheriff Jack Kay.   
 
Visitors:  Bruce Strama, Ron Bohn, Diane Thielke w/an unidentified male, and Bill Conn 
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News  
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, June 9, 2006 at 
10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Parent, second by Seidl to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on May 12, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 14, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None 
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:  None  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   None  
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on status of County’s animal impound facilities:  Bruce Daniels advised 
that Tammy Ogle has agreed to and is currently providing pound services to the County on 
an interim basis at the rate of $10 per animal per day.  He also placed an ad for bids to 
provide animal impound services to the County but the only bid received was from Tammy 
Ogle.  Bruce Strama spoke with the surrounding counties to see how they handle animal 
impound services and some simply pay their local humane society a flat yearly fee to handle 
impound services while others contract with individuals for the service.  Diane Thielke of 
Gentle Hearts asked if Ogle’s facility is big enough to handle the animals and if she is 
actually there to care for the animals.  Bill Conn said he is willing to volunteer his time to 
help with the animals but he has no facility to house them.   Thielke said Gentle Hearts has 
offered property to the County to build a facility.  Daniels pointed out that even if approval 
was given to build a facility today, it would take quite some time before it was ready and a 
place is needed now to handle the animals.  Strama said the County is not ready to accept 
Ogle’s bid yet because we do not know the exact requirements for housing animals.  Daniels 
said he called the State humane society to obtain information on these requirements and is 
waiting to hear back from them.  Seidl agreed with Strama that the County is not ready to 
accept Ogle’s bid until we research the situation further.  Thielke said that a “humane 
society” is just a title and anyone can say they are one and there are no regulations 
regarding the care of impounded animals.  Seidl asked if the City of Medford has any 
responsibility regarding this issue and Daniels said the city residents pay their license fees 
which are turned over to the County, so the City does contribute to the costs of impounding.   
 
A motion was made by Seidl to continue the temporary agreement with Tammy Ogle to 
handle the impounded animals for the County at the rate of $10 per day per animal, which 
agreement can be cancelled at any time, second by Lato.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Sheriff Kay said he wants Corporation Counsel Hale to review the matter and determine who 
is responsible for funding this project (County/City/townships).  Strama said it is clear in the 



statutes that the County is responsible for impounded animals for seven days, but the 
question is what happens to them after that and who should pay.  Parent asked if the 
surplus money from dog license fees couldn’t be put in a non-lapsing account and Strama 
said that by statute, all but $1,000 must be returned to the townships.   
 
Discuss/act on County Board’s involvement w/Newcom communications 
interoperability Group:  Daniels explained that the group would like one representative 
from law enforcement and one from the County Board to be the contact people for our 
county.  The group put together a set of by-laws which were briefly reviewed.  The cost to 
be in the group will be $300 per year to cover administrative costs.  Daniels said we will 
have a better chance of obtaining grant funds for communications projects if we belong to 
this group and Seidl commented that the equipment amongst the counties will also be 
compatible if we belong to the group.  Motion by Lato to join the Newcom group, second by 
Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried.  County Board Chairman Jim Metz will be asked to 
appoint someone to act as the Board representative for this group.   
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Daniels advised that a piece of dispatching equipment necessary to 
page out various departments for emergency calls has quit working and is so old that parts 
can no longer be purchased for it.  A new one must therefore be purchased at a cost of 
$5,751.00, which money is not in the sheriff’s department budget and will have to come 
from the contingency fund.   
 
Parent asked about the status of Bill Breneman and it was explained that due to federal 
legislation known as the Hatch Act, anyone who has any portion of his/her wages paid with 
federal funds (i.e. grant money) cannot run for public office, which is why Breneman 
voluntarily resigned as the emergency management director until after the election.   
 
Sheriff Kay advised he submitted information to the local media indicating he will not be 
seeking reelection.   
 
Lato asked about the status of hiring jailer/dispatchers and Daniels explained he is waiting 
for an opinion from the County’s labor attorney regarding a proposed change in the setup of 
the work schedules for these employees and once he receives that, he will move forward 
with background checks on the applicants.   
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for May.  Motion by Seidl, second by Parent to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:   
 
A motion was made by Parent to adjourn the meeting at 10:40 AM, second by Werner.  All 
in favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  
 



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for May 12, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl,  Fred Parent, Wayne Lato, Chief Deputy Bruce 
Daniels, and Ron Bohn.  Sheriff Jack Kay arrived at 10:36 AM.  
 
Visitors:  Bill Breneman, Bruce Strama, Larry Peterson, and Jim Metz  
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News and Paula Liske of WKEB 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, May 12, 2006 at 
10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Parent, second by Lato to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on March 24, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, June 9, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None 
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on contract w/Rib Lake Health Care Center for transportation:  Ron 
Bohn explained that in reviewing this contract, he had a lot of questions and he spoke with 
the Center’s administrator, Teresa Johnson, who said she would speak with their legal 
counsel and get back to him, but he has not heard back from her.  It was discussed that the 
County has never had such a contract in the past and it appeared to be more appropriate 
for private transporters (such as Comfort Carriers) than for the ambulance service.  Motion 
by Seidl to table this item, second by Werner.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   
 
Discuss/act on ordinance to amend Section 61.01(15) – Identification System:  
Motion by Seidl to take this item off the table and put in on the floor for discussion, second 
by Lato.  All in favor, motion carried.  Bill Breneman explained that the ordinance had been 
redrafted since the last meeting and it now requires EVERY residence to comply, but the 
requirements have been made easier to meet and a penalty section has been added.  He 
also obtained additional quotes for the signs and posts, bringing the price down to 
approximately $20.00 per sign and post.  Parent asked if the Amish community would be 
required to comply with this ordinance and Breneman said there would be no exemptions.  
Joe Sweda said enacting this ordinance would impose a tax on the people and they should 
know what would be required of them.  Werner stated his opinion that this system of having 
signs and metal poles is outdated and by the time all of the signs are installed, GPS will be 
available, and therefore he did not want to support the ordinance.  Larry Peterson indicated 
his office is just starting to look at GPS by verifying house numbers and GPS will cost 
several hundred thousand dollars.  He said requiring the signs will be a “stop gap” measure 
at this point, but it will help solve the problem.  He also suggested soliciting bids for the 
signs.  Jim Seidl commented that the County has an obligation to provide emergency 
services as best it can and this is the most cost productive way to do so.  Sweda asked if 
there were any grants available to assist with this undertaking and Breneman said there are 
not.  Seidl said the State will not give blanket approval to place the signs in the rights of 
ways, but will not object if they are there.  Peterson commented that it would take 
significant law enforcement resources to enforce the ordinance.  Chief Deputy Daniels asked 
if the ordinance had been reviewed by the district attorney and Seidl said everyone involved 



had reviewed it, including the district attorney, fire association members, and 1st 
responders.  Werner then stated he would support the ordinance, but wants to ask 
questions of other people.  Motion by Lato to approve the ordinance as drafted and forward 
it to the next committee for review, second by Seidl.  The motion passed by a 4-1 margin, 
with Joe Sweda voting no.   
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on resolution amending Animal Control Regulations (Chapter 54):  This 
ordinance was approved at the November 11, 2005 meeting, but wasn’t in the proper 
format.  Motion by Seidl to add the words “ethically and humanely” to sec. 54.09(5) before 
the words “kill or otherwise dispose of”, second by Lato.  Motion by Lato to approve the 
ordinance as amended, second by Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on status of Circle B as county’s animal impound facility:  County Clerk 
Bruce Strama explained that the owner of Circle B, Lynette Binns, has advised she no longer 
wishes to act as the County’s animal impound facility.  Strama asked the Committee for 
suggestions as to what should be done.  Bruce Daniels advised he spoke with Price County 
about their impound facility and was told they put the matter up for bids every two years.  
Seidl suggested placing an ad to see if anyone is interested in taking over the duties.  
Daniels said he is looking at the possibility of using the inmate work release program to give 
Binns some assistance.  Sweda advised Strama to work on the problem and come back to 
the Committee at a later date.   
 
Discuss/act on resolution recognizing retirement of Mike Soto:  Motion by Parent to 
approve the resolution as drafted, second by Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on resolution recognizing retirement of Dan Kraschnewski:  Motion by 
Parent to approve the resolution as drafted, second by Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Bruce Daniels said the K-9 program is doing well and was recently 
involved in an interdiction detail in Waushara County that will net the department 
approximately $520.00 from the Federal government in forfeited drug money.  He will keep 
the Committee advised of the program’s progress.   
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for March and April.  Motion by Seidl, second by 
Werner to approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:   
 
A motion was made by Lato to adjourn the meeting at 11:04 AM, second by Parent.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  



“SPECIAL” MEETING MINUTES 
Taylor Co. Law Enforcement & Emergency Services  
Friday, April 28, 2006 

 
Law Enforcement Committee members present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl, Fred 
Parent, John Werner, and Wayne Lato.  Also present were Chief Deputy Bruce Daniels and 
Sergeant Kim Kasperek.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Chairman Joe Sweda in the Conference 
Room of the Taylor County Sheriff’s Department.  Motion by Lato, second by Parent to go 
into CLOSED SESSION at 9:01 AM, pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(c) for the purpose of 
conducting oral interviews of applicants for the jailer/dispatcher eligibility list.  A roll call 
vote was taken:  Sweda – yes; Seidl – yes; Parent – yes; Werner – yes; Lato – yes.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
The committee recessed for lunch break at 11:45 AM and was served a meal from the jail 
kitchen.  The Committee reconvened at 12:45 PM.   
 
Motion by Parent, second by Seidl to reconvene into OPEN SESSION at 1:25 PM, pursuant to 
Wis. Stat 19.83.  A roll call vote was taken:  Sweda – yes; Seidl – yes; Parent – yes; 
Werner – yes; Lato – yes.  All in favor, motion carried.  Motion by Seidl, second by Lato to 
certify the list of those interviewed, subject to numerical verification of the scores by Chief 
Deputy Bruce Daniels.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Motion by Parent, second by Werner to adjourn the meeting at 1:30 PM.  All in favor, 
motion carried.   
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 

Chief Bruce A. Daniels, Acting Secretary  



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for 
March 24, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl, Larry Ziembo, Sheriff Jack Kay, and Ron Bohn.  
Fred Parent was absent. 
 
Visitors:  Larry Brandl, Scott Perrin, Larry Peterson, Kim Wells, Tom Toepfer, Riley Graham, 
Linda Daniels, Lester Lewis, Kaaron Keene, Bruce Strama, and Nick Synol 
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News and Paula Liske of WKEB 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, March 24, 2006 
at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Ziembo, second by Werner to approve the minutes of the previous regular 
meeting held on February 10, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 14, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None 
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on equipment purchases with State Fund Assistance Program monies:  
Motion by Seidl, second by Werner to approve the continued practice of purchasing 
equipment with this money.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on changes to State Fund Assistance Program & process to pay for 
education:  Bohn explained that the State will no longer pay for education and refresher 
courses for EMTs but instead will raise the amounts to compensate agencies.  He said they 
have used these funds in the past to purchase equipment and there is currently $12,762.69 
in Taylor County’s fund.  He asked if these funds should be used to pay for education or if 
he could continue to purchase equipment.  He explained that he has $4,000 in his budget to 
cover educational expenses, so he would prefer to continue as he has been.  Motion by 
Seidl, second by Werner to approve the use of FAP funds for equipment and to continue to 
pay for education costs from the ambulance budget.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER:    
 
Discuss/act on resolution reappointing medical examiner:  Scott Perrin advised that 
his appointment expired on December 31, 2005, and he was requesting that it be renewed 
for another two year term.  He asked if there was any future possibility of increasing his 
salary and if so, how the request should be initiated.  Seidl suggested that Perrin be the one 
to initiate any salary increase requests and that he first go the Human Resource Manager 
with such a request.  Motion by Seidl, second by Ziembo to approve the reappointment of 
Scott Perrin as the medical examiner for a period of two years, retroactive to January 1, 
2006.   
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:   
 
Discuss/act on ordinance to repeal/recreate Chapter 4 (Emergency Management):  
Bill Breneman presented the ordinance and explained that the current ordinance needs to 
be updated to meet State requirements.  Sweda questioned whether the County Board 



confirms the appointment of the emergency government director and Breneman said there 
is language in the ordinance indicating that the appointment is subject to the approval of 
the County Board.  Motion by Seidl, second by Werner to approve the ordinance as drafted.  
All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Discuss/act on ordinance to amend Section 61.01(15) – Identification System:  Bill 
Breneman presented this ordinance and explained that recently there have been numerous 
problems and complaints with emergency services being unable to locate homes in the rural 
areas of the county.  After speaking with the township supervisors, he began researching 
the issue of requiring all homes to put up a 6” x 18” sign in their front yard showing their 
house number and road name.  He said he has encountered many arguments from many 
people about this issue but believes it is an idea that will save time and possibly lives.  He 
said the ordinance requires owners of all new residential structures to install the signs at a 
cost of approximately $40.00 (for the sign and post).  Kim Wells of the Taylor County 
Firemen’s Association distributed a letter to the Committee in support of the ordinance.  
After a lengthy discussion and comments by several individuals, motion by Seidl to table the 
item for further study, second by Ziembo.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on resolution amending Animal Control Regulations (Chapter 54):  
Sheriff Kay asked that this item be tabled for further review.  Motion by Seidl, second by 
Ziembo to table this item for further review.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on filling vacant jailer/dispatcher position:  Sheriff Kay requested 
approval to fill a second vacant position and advised that this request had already been 
approved by the Personnel Committee.  Motion by Werner, second by Seidl to approve filling 
a second vacant jailer/dispatcher position.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Set date for oral interviews of jailer/dispatcher applicants:  Interviews will be held on 
Friday, April 28, 2006 beginning at 9:00 AM in the conference room of the Sheriff’s 
Department.   
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:   The Committee asked Sheriff Kay several questions about the 
deputy who crashed two squad cars in the past two months and what was being done about 
it.  Kay advised the situation is presently under investigation.   
 
The Committee reviewed the invoices for February. Motion by Werner, second by Ziembo to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:   
 
A motion was made by Ziembo  to adjourn the meeting at 11:00 AM, second by Werner.  All 
in favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for 
February 10, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, Jim Seidl, Fred Parent, Larry Ziembo, Sheriff Jack Kay, and 
Ron Bohn.  John Werner was absent. 
 
Visitors:  Michele Ruesch and Kaaron Keene of Memorial Health Center, Bruce Strama, and 
Jim Metz  
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, February 10, 
2006 at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Parent, second by Seidl to approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting 
held on January 13, 2006.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 10, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None 
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on 2005 ambulance subsidy:  Bohn distributed copies of the 2005 
Summary of Ambulance Service Revenue and Expenses, which indicated a subsidy request 
for $174,905.00 compared to the budgeted amount of $175,118.00, for a difference of 
$213.00.  Bohn also explained that of the hours worked by ambulance staff in 2005, 669.25 
hours (or 8%) were transferred to Memorial Health Center for payment.  Motion by Seidl to 
approve payment of the requested subsidy, second by Ziembo.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER:   None 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  None 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on 2006 squad bids:  Bids for Ford Crown Victorias were received from 
Medford Motors ($21,171.60/vehicle) and Ewald Automotive Group ($21,081.00).  Bids for 
Dodges were received from Mertens ($23,336.00/vehicle), Ewald Automotive Group 
($22,631.00/vehicle) and Brickner Motors ($23,613.00/vehicle).  Kay explained that even 
though Ewald’s bid was lower than Medford Motors, it would cost approximately $150 to 
$200 per vehicle to have officers drive to Ewald (in southern Wisconsin) to pick up the 
vehicles.  Motion by Parent to accept the bid from Medford Motors in the amount of 
$21,171.60 per vehicle.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Discuss/act on upcoming retirement of employee:  Kay advised he received 
notification from Corrections Officer Mike Soto of his intent to retire from the department 
effective April 27, 2006.  Motion by Seidl, second by Parent to accept said resignation.  Kay 
then asked for a motion allowing him to begin the hiring process to replace Soto.  Motion by 
Parent, second by Seidl to approve proceeding with the hiring process to replace Soto.  All 
in favor, motion carried.   
 



SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Kay advised he spoke with the Clark County Sheriff’s Department 
and was advised they have 47 total employees.  Kay said his agency has 41 total 
employees.  This information had been requested by Chairman Sweda at the last committee 
meeting.   
 
Kay then read a letter he received from the Medford School District regarding the recent 
expulsion of several students due to drug related activity.  The letter also encouraged an 
increase in law enforcement staffing efforts regarding drug enforcement in the schools.   
 
Parent asked what penalty the deputy who totaled a squad car recently in a crash with a 
semi received.  Kay advised that he was issued a citation by the Wisconsin State Patrol for 
an improper turn and a letter was placed in his personnel file warning him about his driving 
practices.  Parent also asked how much the County would be getting for the totaled squad 
and Kay said it would receive $450.00.   
      
The Committee reviewed the invoices for January.  Motion by Seidl, second by Parent to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:   
 
A motion was made by Parent to adjourn the meeting at 10:22 AM, second by Ziembo.  All 
in favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  



Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency Services Committee 
Meeting Minutes for 
January 13, 2006 
 
Present:  Chairman Joe Sweda, John Werner, Jim Seidl, Fred Parent, Larry Ziembo, Sheriff 
Jack Kay, and Ron Bohn.   
 
Visitors:  Jim Metz, Everett Hale, Nick Synol, Bruce Strama, Linda Daniels 
 
Press: Brian Wilson of The Star News 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Taylor County Law Enforcement and Emergency 
Services Committee was called to order by Chairman Joe Sweda on Friday, January 13, 
2006 at 10:00 AM in the County Board Room.  
 
Motion by Parent, second by Ziembo to approve the minutes of the previous regular 
meeting held on December 9, 2005.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Friday, February 10, 2006 at 10:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  
 
CITIZEN INPUT:  None 
 
AMBULANCE BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on resolution regarding ambulance contract with Price County 
townships:  Everett Hale advised he reviewed the contract and found it acceptable.  After a 
reading of the resolution by Seidl, motion by Seidl to approve the resolution as drafted, 
second by Ziembo.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on resolution acknowledging Rib Lake 1st Responder unit:  After a 
reading of the resolution by Seidl, motion by Seidl to approve the resolution as drafted, 
second by Ziembo.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
MEDICAL EXAMINER:    
 
Discuss/act on status of deputy medical examiner in Gilman:  Sheriff Kay was asked 
by Medical Examiner Scott Perrin to advise the Committee that James Whelan indicated his 
wish to retire as deputy medical examiner for the Gilman area and Perrin is in the process of 
looking for a replacement.  No action necessary.   
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:  None 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT BUSINESS:   
 
Discuss/act on personnel status:     Kay explained that given the upcoming retirement 
of Detective Dan Kraschnewski in March, he would like to keep Deputy Riley Graham 
continuously employed so that the department doesn’t lose him.  Kay explained it would 
cost approximately $4,600.00 to pay Graham unemployment for 14 weeks and he could 
possibly obtain employment elsewhere, which would leave the department having to hire 
and train someone new upon Kraschnewski’s retirement.  The department has $41,520.00 
budgeted for Kraschnewski’s wages and benefits for the remainder of 2006 and Graham’s 
wages and benefits would be $43,102.00 for the remainder of 2006, leaving a possible 
budget shortfall of only $1,582.00.  Kay recommended transferring $1,600.00 from the 
general fund to the sheriff’s department budget if necessary to cover this amount.  Parent 
said he was going to suggest that Kraschnewski not be replaced, but he now believes it 



would not be cost effective given the money already invested in hiring and training Graham.  
Motion by Parent to accept the resignation of Dan Kraschnewski and continue Graham’s 
employment with the County, subject to approval of the Personnel Committee, second by 
Werner.  All in favor, motion carried.   
                                           
Discuss/act on squad car bids:   The bids were opened by the Committee, but this item 
was tabled to allow Sheriff Kay time to review the bids and put together a comparison chart.   
 
Discuss/act on offer of radio equipment from Clark County:  Sheriff Kay explained 
that he received an offer from Clark County’s Emergency Management director to join a 
group of counties in creating a regional dispatch system so the counties can more effectively 
communicate with each other via police radio.  To that end, Clark County has secured grant 
funds to review each county’s current dispatch system, implement the necessary radio 
frequencies, and train dispatchers.  Ziembo asked if any maintenance costs could come 
from available terrorism grants and Kay indicated there shouldn’t be any maintenance costs.  
Motion by Parent to approve joining this group and the required equipment acceptance 
agreement, second by Werner.  Seidl then amended the motion to allow the County Board 
Chairman to sign the agreement on behalf of the Committee.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on license renewal application of Stardust Lounge:  Sheriff Kay received 
the annual license renewal application and fee from the Stardust Lounge.  He indicated 
there have been no unusual problems at the establishment over the past year.  Motion by 
Ziembo to approve the renewal of said license, second by Seidl.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Discuss/act on upcoming retirement of employee:  Sheriff Kay received formal notice 
from Detective Dan Kraschnewski of his intent to retire effective March 16, 2006.  See the 
first paragraph above for additional information.   
 
Discuss/act on ordinance amending Chapter 25 of County Code:  Everett Hale 
advised he prepared an amendment to this ordinance because some incorrect statute 
numbers had been cited in the ordinance and the fee schedule was not up to date.  He 
explained that the fee schedule was deleted entirely from the ordinance because it changes 
every six months and it would be burdensome to have to revise the ordinance so frequently.  
He also said language was added to the ordinance indicating that the current fee schedule 
could be obtained from the Clerk of Courts’ Office.  Motion by Seidl to approve the 
ordinance as amended, second by Parent.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
SHERIFF’S REPORT:   Kay advised that the problems with the mobile data terminals in the 
squads have been corrected and it was found to be a problem with the communications 
tower.   
      
The Committee reviewed the invoices for December.  Motion by Seidl, second by Parent to 
approve the invoices.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
Items for Next Month’s Agenda:   
 
A motion was made by Parent to adjourn the meeting at 10:40 AM, second by Seidl.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Debbie L. Goerg, Secretary  
 


