
TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
November 15, 2006 
Medford Area School District Office 
 
Call To Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM with the following 
present:  George Southworth, Taylor County Board and Medford School Board; Paula 
Dubiak, Project Forward & ATOD; Diane Niggemann, Taylor County Commission on Aging; 
Monelle Johnson, Restorative Justice Program; Steve Bitzer, Northcentral Technical College; 
Joseph Greget, Medford School District; Theresa Valenti, Stepping Stones; LeeAnn Raab, 
Stepping Stones; Patty Krug, Taylor County Health Department; Jean Nuernberger, Circuit 
Court; Kathleen Alexander, Medford Schools & TCAVT; Barbara Schjoneman, Parent 
Resource Center; Mary Bix, Taylor County Board. 
 
Review Minutes of the Last Meeting:  The minutes were approved as mailed. 
 
Topics for Next Year’s Presentations:  Suggestions were to have a presentation on 
CESA’s foster grandparent program; the Community Health Program; the Marshfield Clinic’s 
Youth & Alcohol Community Outreach Program, and dental health issues. 
 
Issues for Low Income Families and Christmas Giving:  Kim Christofoli of Indianhead 
Community Action Agency told the Council that her organization is now seeking children for 
Christmas presents.  There will be no Christmas food boxes this year because they are 
emphasizing providing 2-3 days of food instead.  They will be setting up a giving tree.   The 
Coats for Kids program sponsored by the local Kiwanis Club provided over 350 coats, and 
Kim hopes they will do the same thing next year.  They need canned fruits and vegetables, 
soup, cleaning supplies, deodorant.  There is very little need for soap at this time.  There 
was talk of various groups setting up food drives throughout the year to provide a more 
stable source of food supplies.  Kim also stated that there is a growing trend among 
younger people to eat fast food rather than prepare more nutritious, economical meals. 
 
Committee Reports 
Safe & Stable Families:  Nordgren reported that the biggest issue is money.  Funds look 
adequate for 2007 but could be reduced by as much as 25% in 2008.  They will need to 
prioritize or look for more money. A meeting will be held with Big Brothers/Big Sisters to 
see if they fulfilled the requirements of their contract. 
 
Early Childhood:  Greget stated that at their most recent meeting they discussed W-2, the 
Week of the Young child (which starts April 23rd), and developing placemats outlining the 
work of their various programs. 
 
ATOD:  Over 100 children are being served in the after-school programs in Medford, Rib 
Lake, Stetsonville, and Gilman.  They actually have youth helping with the children in Rib 
Lake, and that has worked well.  The idea is to teach life skills such as nutrition, exercise, 
and respect for other children.  The SADD chapter in Gilman is now up and running.  The 
State-wide Youth Leadership Council (SYLC) has had several of our young people attending.  
They created public service announcements outlining the pitfalls of adults serving alcohol to 
minors.  They also got to meet with state legislators. 
 
Coordinated Community Responses to Domestic violence:  Both LeeAnn Rabb and 
Theresa Valenti were present.  They are doing lots of renovating at this time at Stepping 
Stones.  Many individuals are donating time, and the High School Industrial Arts class is 
also working on the project.  The building is now smoke-free.   
 
Asset Team:  Alexander announced that the reception for the Champions of Youth in our 
community will be January 28.  They are in the process of revising action plans and goals to 
reach out to pre-school children and home-schooled children.   



 
Any Other Business:  Krug reported that the fluoride varnish program should start in 
January; they just need an M.D. to sign off on it.  She also reported that there has been an 
increase in teen pregnancy.  This figure has been quite low for the past several years, but 
it is now rising.   
 
The Prevention Council thanked Barb Schjoneman for her many years of service with the 
Council as well as the community.   
 
Next Meeting:  Please note that the next meeting of the Prevention Council will be 
Wednesday, January 24, 2007 at 9 AM. 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
September 27, 2006 
Medford Area School District Office 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM with the following 
present:  LeeAnn Raab, Stepping Stones, Inc.; Joseph Greget, Medford Area School District; 
Teri Rostberg, Hope Hospice; Patty Krug, Taylor County Health Department; Kathleen 
Alexander, Medford Schools –CLC Asset Team; Sally Toepfer, Taylor County Human Services 
Department; Barbara Schojeman, Parent Resource Center; Tammy Dahl, Taylor County 
Head Start; David R. Clements, Medford Clergy; George Southworth, Medford School & 
Taylor County Boards; Peggy Nordgren, UW-Extension; Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board. 
 
LeeAnn Raab gave a presentation on Stepping Stones, Inc., entitled “Services for 
Individuals and Families Experiencing Violence”.  After giving a definition of sexual assault, 
she went on to list the various services offered by Stepping Stones:  legal advocacy, peer 
counseling, support groups, community referrals, shelter transitional services, child 
advocacy, teen programs, community education and prevention. 
 
Sally Toepfer then gave a presentation on the Birth to Three Program offered in Taylor 
County.  She pointed out that three conditions warrant a referral to the program:  a 
diagnosed condition that would lead to developmental delay, developmental delay itself, and 
atypical development.  The goal is to pull together services that will help the child develop 
as normally as possible.  Services must be provided in the child’s natural environment; they 
cannot be clinic- or center-based.  Taylor County receives $36,000 annually from state and 
federal funding and assists 12-16 children annually. 
 
Committee Reports 
Safe and Stable Families:  Nordgren reported that the Committee has not met recently. 
 
Early Childhood:  Nordgren reported that this Committee has not met recently. 
 
ATOD:  No one from the ATOD was present at the Prevention Council meeting. 
 
Coordinated Responses to Domestic Violence:  See Above. 
 
Asset Team:  Alexander reported that four students attended a state-wide leadership 
conference and developed Public Service Announcements concerning serving alcohol to 
minors.  The Champions of Youth recognition is scheduled for the Sunday before the Super 
Bowl.  The group is redoing its action plans for this year; last year’s plans focused on 
bullying in the middle school. 
 
Other Updates 
Dahl reported that 16 children are enrolled in Head Start; three more are coming in and 
one is leaving. 
 
A Final Affairs Seminar is scheduled for October 30 and November 6 sponsored by 
Commission on Aging and Hope Hospice. 
 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters is again looking for a local person to run the program. 
 
Dave Clements reports that he is resigning from his church at the end of November and 
will no longer be a member of the Prevention Council. 
 
Barbara Schojeman reported that she is resigning as director of Parent Resource Center 
at the end of the year.  We will need a new vice chair of the Prevention Council. 
 



Patty Krug reported that oral health surveillance will be done for third graders.  
Toothbrushes and toothpaste geared to that age group will be given to the participants. 
 
The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council will be Wednesday, 
November 15, 2006.  Please note that the meeting will be a week early because of the 
Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM. 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
July 26, 2006 
Medford Area Public School District Office 

 
Call To Order:  Chair Peggy Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:07 AM.  The 
following were present:  Jill Schaefer, Medford Senior High School; All Leonard, Medford 
Middle School; Charles Heckel, Medford Middle School; David R. Clements, Medford Clergy 
Association; Kelly J. Schultz and Karen Jacobson, Taylor County Human Services; Henry 
Clark, Medford Elementary School; Jean Nuernberger, Taylor County Circuit Court; Kathy 
Alexander, Medford Schools CLC; Diane Niggemann, Taylor County Commission on Aging; 
LeeAnn Raab, Stepping Stones, Inc.; Shelly Russell, Memorial Health Center; Micki Krueger, 
Child Care Connection; Kathy Danen, CEP, Inc.; George Southworth, Medford School Broad 
and Taylor County Board; Steve Bitzer, Northcentral Technical College; Teri Rostberg, Hope 
Hospice; Peggy Nordgren, UW-Extension; Cherish Byrd, Medford Area Elementary School; 
Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board. 
 
The following people gave presentations:  Dale Prahl, Chapter President of Central 
Wisconsin Autism Society; Sally Toepfer, Taylor County Human Services; Vivian Hazel, 
Goodwill Industries; Joseph Greget, Medford Area School District; Brian Campbell, Taylor 
County Sheriff’s Department. 
 
The next meeting of the Taylor Council Prevention Council is scheduled for September 27, 
2006 at 9 AM. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:18 AM. 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
May 24, 2006 
Medford Area School District Office 

 
Call to Order  
Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:05 am with the following individuals 
present:  Paula Dubiak, Project Forward;  Sally Toepfer, Human Services Department; Jean 
Nuernberger, Circuit Court; Barbara Schjoneman, Parent Resource Center; Micki Krueger, 
Child Care Connection; David Clements, Medford Clergy Association; Brandon Anderson, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters; Joseph Greget, Medford School District; Peggy Nordgren, UW-
Extension;  Shelly Russell, Memorial Hospital Center; Kelly Schultz, Taylor County Human 
Services; Karen Jacobson, Taylor County Human Services; George Southworth, Medford 
School Board and Taylor County Board of Supervisors 
 
Introductions/announcements were made.  Nordgren stated she has made two 
presentations on Prevention Council since our last meeting; to the student service’s staff in 
the Medford School District and the local Rotary Club.  The student service’s staff provided 
feedback on what family issues they saw in their schools.  Their main concern was how to 
support families with pre-adolescent children.  They acknowledged this was a very hard 
audience to reach.  Also discussed how to refer families to the Parent Educator program and 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters.   
 
Minutes of last meeting were reviewed.  
 
Committee Reports 
 

a. Safe and Stable Families – Nordgren reported on programs funded by the Safe 
and Stable Families grant.  The $21,000 carryover was distributed to existing 
programs this year because more money will be needed with the increase in 
caseloads.  The committee would like to see more families participating in the 
Family Visitor program, also.  The Family Visitation Center program will not 
include drop ins at this time.   

b. ATOD – Dubiak shared a brochure on family’s responsibilities concerning alcohol 
and drinking at graduation parties.  Has been widely distributed.   The committee 
has presented at the 4-H after school programs in Rib Lake and Gilman, 
conducted the WIN program in Price County, sent kids to the Venture Forward 
Camp, and finished the latest drug and alcohol survey for the Northwoods 
Coalition.  The SADD group in Gilman has been very active and is interested in 
doing the “Tap on the Shoulder” program where underage children ask an adult 
outside an establishment to buy them beer.  Very similar to the WIN program for 
cigarettes.  This led to a discussion on parents enabling kids and alcohol 
consumption.   
Jacobson, ATOD counselor for Human Services started a discussion on how easy 
it is to get prescription drugs on the Internet and how this may be as big an issue 
as alcohol and street drugs.   

c. Asset Team – Greet reported for Alexander.  Distributed information on a 
conference by Alliance for Youth.  Greget reported on the Champion for Youth 
program, bathroom project at Medford High School, and the poster contest at the 
Medford Middle School on the seven pillars of character and billboard.  A website 
has been started for parents and kids to anonymously report incidences of 
bullying and bad behavior at school or on busses. 
(problemsolvers@medford.k12.wi.us)   

d. Early Childhood Committee – Greget reported there will be no all day 4 year 
old early childhood program in Medford School District next year, only half day 
program.   

 



Other Business 
Discussed how to reach families with elementary and middle school children with parenting 
information.  The main discussion focused on how to approach businesses and employees to 
allow lunch and learn sessions.  Suggestion was also made about having open forums on 
specific parenting topics periodically to try to get parents to come for parenting information.   
 
Nordgren distributed on online newsletter from the Wisconsin Clearinghouse for Prevention 
Resources which contained some funding opportunities.  She also stated she would start 
working on putting Prevention Council’s directory on the county web site.   
 
The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council will be July 26, 2006 at 
9:00 AM at the Medford Area School District Office.  Presentation by Dale Prahl, 
from the Autism Society will be about raising awareness about autism for 
Prevention Council members and other interested people.    
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 AM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Peggy Nordgren, Acting Secretary for M.B.  
 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
March 22, 2006 
Medford Area School District Office 

 
Call To Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order with the following individuals 
present:  Craig Alwin, Human Services Department; Patty Krug, Health Department; Teri 
Rostberg, Hope Hospice; Kathy Alexander, Medford Schools; Paula Dubiak, Project Forward; 
Barry Wolfgram, Marshfield Clinic – Project Forward; Sally Toepfer, Human Services 
Department; Jean Nuernberger, Circuit Court; Barbara Schjoneman, Parent Resource 
Center; Micki Krueger,. Child Care Connection; David Clements, Medford Clergy Association; 
LeeAnn Raab, Stepping Stones; Brandon Anderson and Bill Downing, Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters; Joseph Greget, Medford School District; Peggy Nordgren, UW-Extension; Mary Bix, 
Taylor County Board. 
 
Barry Wolfgram, Prevention Specialist, Northwood Coalition – Youth Alcohol/Drug 
Surveys:  1999-2004 
Barry reported that there are no statistics for individual counties, only the 25 counties in the 
Northwood Coalition.  The various surveys found that youth who are involved in 4 or more 
interactions with programs such as Project Forward in a year are likely to delay their drug 
and alcohol usage and to use less that youth who participate less frequently.  This means 
that one-time approaches to this problem are not effective. 
 
Another finding was that the longer a particular program stays in existence, the more at-
risk youth will participate in that program.  Furthermore, very little alcohol and tobacco 
products are sold directly to youth; most gets to them from their parents.  Differences in 
gender usage are almost gone.   
 
Barry also reported that his group is trying to refine their surveys to get more data on the 
greater community, not just those youth who are in programs now. 
 
Kathy Alexander, Asset Team, Medford School District – Search Institute Survey 
and Me & My World Survey 
Kathy began her presentation by handing out a list of the 40 developmental assets.  The 
results of the Me & My World Survey for 4th & 6th graders showed that the highest external 
assets were high expectations, positive peer influence, and family support.  The lowest 
external assets were community values of youth, time at home, and service to others.  
Highest internal assets were bonding to adults at school, caring, and honesty.  Lowest 
internal assets were learning engagement, sense of purpose, and planning and decision-
making.   
 
Ideally, all youth would experience 31-40 of the assets; however, 65% of our youth 
experience 30 or fewer of these assets. 
 
The Search Institute Survey concentrated on youth in 7th, 9th, and 11th grades.  Highest 
external assets were positive peer influence, time at home, and religious community (tied 
with family support).  Lowest external assets were caring school climate, creative activities, 
and community values for youth.  Highest internal assets were positive view of personal 
future, honesty, and school engagement; lowest were reading for pleasure, cultural 
competence, and planning and decision-making. 
 
Nordgren then handed out a list of the assets most desired by parents and the survey 
results showing how many parents actually work toward achieving those assets.  The 
disparities were huge in most cases.  She also handed several other statistical reports and 
newsletters of interest to the group.   
 



Other Business:  Bill Downing introduced Brandon Anderson who will be the case manager 
for Taylor County Big Brothers/Big Sisters, staring in April. 
 
April 2nd through April 8th is Week of the Young Child.  Their slogan is “Building better 
futures for all children”. 
 
April is child abuse prevention month. 
 
Patty Krug reported that the Health Department has received two grants for oral health, 
especially for underprivileged youth. 
 
The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council will be May 24, 2006 at 
9:00 AM at the Medford Area School District Office. 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:17 AM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
M. K. Bix, Secretary 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
January 25, 2006 
Medford Area School District Office 

 
Call To Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order with the following individuals 
present:  Paula Dubiak, ATOD; Barbara Schjoneman, Parent Resource Center; Teri 
Rostberg, Hope Hospice; Kathleen Alexander, Asset Vision/Medford Schools; Steve Bitzer, 
NTC; Diane Niggemann, Taylor County Commission on Aging; Jean Nuernberger, Circuit 
Court; Patty Krug, Taylor County Health Department; David R. Clements, Medford Clergy 
Association; Shelly Russell, Memorial Health Center; Victor Laird and Bill Downing, Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters; Craig Alwin, Karen Jacobson, and Sally Toepfer,  Taylor County Human 
Services; Micki Krueger, Child Care Connection; Tammy Dahl, Taylor County Head Start; 
Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board; Joseph Greget, Medford School District. 
 
George Southworth, excused. 
 
Review of Minutes of Last Meeting:  The minutes of the last meeting were approved by 
acclamation. 
 
Committee Year-End Reports: 
Safe & Stable Families:  A total of 94 families were involved in the Family Visitor 
Program; each family received an average of 6 visits; Twenty-nine families were seen in 
2005 through the Parent Educator Program.  Each family received approximately 27 hours 
of intervention.  Seven families were involved in the Intensive In-Home Program.   
All children were placed back in their home. 
 
Early Childhood:  The Committee continued to fulfill the function of the W-2 Children’s 
Committee and added early childhood teachers to the membership of the committee.  The 
committee also reviewed its mission and goals and discussed family issue trends.  Joseph 
Greget will be the new chair this year.  They will be working on activities for the Week of the 
Young Child the first week in April. 
 
ATOD:  The 4-H after school program saw a dramatic increase in participation at all three 
school locations in the county.  They are now working on a Students Against Drunk Driving 
(S.A.D.D.) chapter in Gilman, and the first meeting is scheduled for January 26th.  They 
continue to work on keg registration in the county; however, there are many small vendors, 
and this contributes to the problem of organizing this project.   
 
Coordinated Community Responses to Domestic Violence:  Again, there was no one 
from this committee to discuss activities.   
 
Asset Team:  Activities included:  attendance at the International Healthy Communities – 
Healthy Youth Conference, a presentation on Teen Court, a bathroom beautification 
program at M.A.S.H., articles in The Star News on Assets in Action, an Internet safety 
presentation for students in grades 4-8 and their parents, the Me & My World Survey, the 
Medford Mural Project, the beginning of the Champions of Youth campaign, a student 
leadership training program to deal with bullying and risky behaviors, and joining the 
Alliance for Wisconsin Youth. 
 
Announcements 
 
Patty Krug reported there is money for immigrant pre-natal care which will last up to one 
month post partum.  Pregnant jail inmates now receive pre-natal care also.   
 
Memorial Health Center received the Ernest Emery Codman Award for their work on 
diabetes.   



 
The Commission On Aging is sponsoring “Powerful Tools For Care Givers” class on April 3rd 
through May 8th.  Carol Roush continues to work with the Medicare Part D program.  AARP 
will be in Taylor County to work with seniors on Homestead Tax Credit.   
 
Head Start will be in the Schultz’s Auto Body building north of Medford on Highway 13.  
They should start next Tuesday with 14 children. 
 
Bill Downing of Big Brother/Big Sisters introduced the new executive director, Victor Laird, 
who will cover five counties.  BB/BS currently has several in-school matches in Rib Lake and 
Medford and is working on a lunch buddy program in the two local parochial schools.  There 
are also 10 community matches at this time, 5 of them new (less than nine months).  
Downing thinks we should have 30-40 community matches.  The group will be hiring a part-
time social worker soon. 
 
Child Development Days are scheduled for Medford on April 6th; Gilman on March 23rd, and 
Rib Lake on March 31st.  Kindergarten screening in Medford will be March 23rd. 
 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.   
 
The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council will be March 22 at 9 AM. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 AM. 
 
 
 
 


