
COP/LONG-TERM SUPPORT PLANNING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
December 21, 2009 
 
The Community Options Program (COP)/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory 
Committee met on December 21, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community 
Building.  Members in attendance included Shirley Sloniker, Nancy Nelson, Diane 
Niggemann, Frances Smith, Reiny Klingbeil, Judi Fillmore, Ingrid Purvis, Dennis Fuchs, and 
Russ Blennert. 
  
A motion was made by Nancy Nelson to approve the minutes as printed.  Judi Fillmore 
seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Diane Niggemann made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting as printed.  
Dennis Fuchs seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.   
 
Russ Blennert presented the committee with a summary report of Community Options 
Program (COP) activities which reflected current program participation numbers and wait list 
information regarding Taylor County residents.   This report shows that there are currently 
104 Taylor County residents who receive services under the Community Options Program 
and the Community Options Waiver Programs.   This report also indicates that there have 
been 77 COP assessments completed in 2009 which have resulted in 50 new case plans.  
The four target groups are being served at the following percentages of the whole:  elderly, 
62.5%; physically disabled, 11.5%; developmentally disabled, 10.6%, and chronically 
mentally ill at 15.4%.  Currently, there is not a waiting list for the Community Options 
Program or the Community Options Waiver Program for physically disabled or elderly 
persons in Taylor County.   There are two people receiving services in the community that 
are on a waiting list for CBRF funding, however. 
 
Russ Blennert presented the committee with a request for high cost funding in a particular 
case.  Russ Blennert explained that high cost funds are available from the State of 
Wisconsin for one-time projects or services, and these funds do require local committee 
approval as well as State approval. The particular request is for funding for an electric 
hospital bed for a Long-Term Support participant who is physically disabled and has a need 
for this special equipment.  The total cost of this equipment is $4,641.  A motion was made 
by Diane Niggemann to approve funding for this request.  Ingrid Purvis seconded the 
motion.  The motion was passed.  
 
Diane Niggemann and Russ Blennert presented the committee with information and an 
update of the progress of the Family Care Initiative or Long-Term Care Re-Design in the 
State of Wisconsin.  More specifically, there was a discussion regarding Taylor County’s 
planning in the direction of the development of an Aging and Disability Resource Center.  
There was a discussion regarding the potential for Taylor County joining with Oneida, Vilas, 
Florence, and Forest Counties as a five-county regional ADRC.  Russ Blennert and Diane 
Niggemann from this committee have been attending regional meetings to look at the 
possibility.  There was also discussion regarding the local Taylor County ad hoc committee, 
which is also looking at the development of an Aging and Disability Resource Center in 
which Taylor County would be a part of. 
 
The next meeting of the COP/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory Committee was set 
for Monday, March 22, 2010 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community Building located at 
the fairgrounds. 
 
Dennis Fuchs made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Frances Smith seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 11 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted: 



 
 
 
Russ Blennert 
Secretary 



COP/LONG-TERM SUPPORT PLANNING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
September 28, 2009 
 
The Community Options Program (COP)/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory 
Committee met on September 28, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community 
Building.  Members in attendance included Shirley Sloniker, Frances Smith, Nancy Nelson, 
Dennis Fuchs, Shirley Kleist, Reiny Klingbeil, Nancy Doberstein, Judi Fillmore, George 
Southworth, Ingrid Purvis, Diane Niggemann, and Russ Blennert. 
  
A motion was made by Nancy Nelson to approve the minutes as printed.  Shirley Kleist 
seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
George Southworth made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting as printed.  
Nancy Doberstein seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.   
 
Russ Blennert provided the committee with a summary report of Community Options 
Program (COP) activities to the current date and also provided information regarding wait 
list information for Taylor County residents.  This report indicates that there are 105 Taylor 
County residents receiving Community Options Program and Community Options Program – 
Waiver funded services at the current time.   There have been 55 Community Options 
Program assessments completed in 2009 which have resulted in 35 new case plans for 
people to be served.  The four target groups are being served at the following percentages 
of the whole: elderly, 62.9%; physically disabled, 13.3%; developmentally disabled, 10.5%, 
and chronically mentally ill, 13.3%.   Currently, there is not a waiting list for the Community 
Options Program or the Community Options – Waiver Program for physically disabled or 
elderly persons in Taylor County.   There are, however, three people who are receiving in-
home services and would like to receive funding for residence in a CBRF that are on a 
waiting list for that particular service. 
 
Russ Blennert informed the committee that there was $19,282 carried over from the 
Community Options Program.  These carry-over funds can be used for assessments and 
plans, regular services for our residents, or for administration with State approval.  Russ 
Blennert indicated to committee members that in the past these carry-over funds have been 
used for continued client services.  Diane Niggemann made a motion to utilize the 2008 
carry-over funds for client services.  Ingrid Purvis seconded the motion.  The motion was 
passed. 
 
Russ Blennert presented the committee with two requests for special high cost funds.  High 
cost funds are available from the State of Wisconsin for one time projects or services and 
these funds do require our local committee approval as well as State approval.  The first 
request is that of a home modification for a physically disabled Taylor County resident who 
requires bathroom modifications in order to make it accessible for her use.  The total cost of 
this project would be $2,134.  The second request would be for the construction of a 
wheelchair ramp for a physically disabled Taylor County resident who has a number of 
medical issues and requires this modification for accessibility to his house.  The total cost of 
this project would be $2,000.  Frances Smith made a motion to approve these funding 
requests.  Nancy Doberstein seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Russ Blennert and Diane Niggemann presented the committee with information regarding 
the State’s Family Care Initiative and where Taylor County is regarding this initiative.  Russ 
Blennert discussed the newly-formed Taylor County ad hoc committee for the study of ADRC 
development in Taylor County.  This committee has invited ADRC directors from other 
counties to attend the committee meetings and provide members with their experiences as 
they have developed ADRC’s in their particular counties.  The committee will essentially be 
looking at eventually developing a recommendation for the direction that Taylor County 
might take as it moves toward the development of an ADRC.  Committee members were 



also informed that Russ Blennert, Diane Niggemann, and Sally Toepfer have been attending 
regional meetings in Rhinelander, Wisconsin with other Northern Region “white counties” 
who are also studying the development of an ADRC at a regional level.  Taylor County is 
attending these meetings as joining these other counties could be one option for Taylor 
County in the future. 
 
Diane Niggemann presented committee members with some of the programming that is  
scheduled by her department, the Commission on Aging, in the upcoming weeks and 
months, including a conference in Ogema regarding Alzheimer’s disease, the upcoming 
Senior Fair which will be held on October 29th, a driver’s safety program, and the “Powerful 
Tools” caregiver classes. 
 
The next meeting of the COP/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory Committee was set 
for Monday, December 21, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community Building 
located at the fairgrounds. 
 
Shirley Kleist made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Nancy Doberstein seconded the 
motion. The motion was passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
Russ Blennert 
Secretary 
 



COP/LONG-TERM SUPPORT PLANNING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
June 15, 2009 
 
The Community Options Program (COP)/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory 
Committee met on June 15, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community Building.  
Members in attendance included Shirley Sloniker, Nancy Doberstein, Shirley Kleist, Nancy 
Nelson, Dennis Fuchs, Reiny Klingbeil, Judi Fillmore, and Russ Blennert. 
  
Nancy Doberstein made a motion to approve the March 16, 2009 minutes as printed.  
Shirley Kleist seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Nancy Doberstein made a motion to approve the agenda for this meeting as printed.  Judi 
Fillmore seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.   
 
Russ Blennert presented the committee with a report of Community Options Program (COP) 
activities and also with information regarding the wait list for services in Taylor County. This 
report indicates that currently there are 100 Taylor County residents who are receiving 
Community Options Program and Community Options Program – Waiver funded services.   
Russ Blennert also indicated that there are various other Long-Term Support Programs that 
are not covered by these programs and the total number of open cases in Long-Term 
Support total about 150 at any given time.  To this point in 2009 there have been 32 
Community Options Program assessments completed and there have been 21 new case 
plans developed.  This report also indicates the percentages of various target groups served 
as a portion of the total including:  elderly, 64%; physically disabled, 14%; developmentally 
disabled, 11%, and chronically mentally ill, 11%.  The report shows that there is no one on 
the list for in-home services in either the Community Options Program or the Community 
Options – Waiver Program.  There are, however, five people who are receiving in-home 
services but have requested an increased level of care in CBRFs.  These five people are, 
therefore, on the waiting list for CBRF funding. 
 
Russ Blennert submitted one request for special COP high cost funds for committee review 
and approval.  This high cost funding would be completely state and federally funded and 
does have the approval from the State of Wisconsin.  The specific request is in the area of 
home modifications for an elderly and disabled Taylor County resident who is a COP-Waiver 
participant.  Specifically, it would involve removal of the old bathtub and installation of a 
handicapped-accessible whirlpool therapeutic tub.  The client’s physician and therapist have 
recommended this modification in order to alleviate some of the ongoing pain that is 
associated with this person’s particular condition.  The total cost of this modification would 
be $6,982.  Nancy Nelson made a motion to approve this high cost funding for this 
particular case.  Nancy Doberstein seconded the motion.  After some discussion by the 
committee this motion was passed. 
 
Russ Blennert presented the committee with information that the 2009 COP Plan Update 
which was reviewed by the committee and submitted to the State earlier in the year has 
received State approval.  Russ Blennert also indicated that a recent audit of Taylor County’s 
Long-Term Support Program cases by The Management Group for the State of Wisconsin 
found no errors or audit exceptions in the review of Long-Term Support cases.   
 
The next meeting of the COP/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory Committee was set 
for Monday, September 21, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community Building 
located at the fairgrounds. 
 
Shirley Kleist made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Nancy Nelson seconded the motion. 
The motion was passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted: 



 
 
 
Russ Blennert, Secretary 
 



COP/LONG-TERM SUPPORT PLANNING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
March 16, 2009 
 
 
The Community Options Program (COP)/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory 
Committee met on March 16, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community Building.  
Members in attendance included Shirley Sloniker, Nancy Doberstein, Shirley Kleist, Frances 
Smith, Nancy Nelson, Dennis Fuchs, Reiny Klingbeil, Judi Fillmore, Ingrid Purvis, Diane 
Niggemann, and Russ Blennert. 
 
Dennis Fuchs made a motion to approve the December 15, 2008 minutes as printed.  
Shirley Kleist seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Diane Niggemann made a motion to approve the amended agenda for this meeting as 
printed.  Nancy Doberstein seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.   
 
Russ Blennert presented the Long-Term Support committee with a summary report of 
Community Options Program (COP) activities in Taylor County and wait list information. This 
report indicates that at the end of the 2008 year there were 110 Taylor County residents 
who were receiving Community Options Program and Community Options Program – Waiver 
funded services.   For 2009 there have been ten new assessments completed thus far and 
there have been six new case plans implemented as well.  The report also shows that in 
Taylor County the target groups are served at the following percentages:  elderly, 62.7%; 
physically disabled, 16.4%; developmentally disabled, 10%, and chronically mentally ill, 
10.9%.  The report also shows that there is no one on the waiting list at this time for 
Community Option Program or COP-Waiver services.   At this time there are, however, 
seven Taylor County residents who have requested CBRF services under this program who 
are currently being provided services in their own homes. 
 
Russ Blennert presented the committee with the 2009 Community Options Plan Update for 
review and approval.  There is a requirement that an update be submitted by Taylor County 
to the State of Wisconsin each year.  As a part of this planning process, the committee sets 
the percentage of dollars from the COP-Waiver and CIP II programs that may be used to 
fund CBRF’s.  Russ Blennert requested that committee members consider increasing the 
amount of CIP II dollars utilized for CBRF funding up to fifty percent of the allocation.  Russ 
Blennert explained that new CIP II nursing home relocation slots generally are filled by 
people who have the need for 24-hour care and supervision and those people are usually 
funded in a residential setting.  Therefore, more of the CIP II funding is, in fact, utilized for 
CBRF’s than the other types of funding.  After some discussion, Nancy Doberstein made a 
motion to increase the amount of CIP II funding utilized for the CBRF’s to fifty percent of the 
allocation.  Nancy Nelson seconded the motion.  The motion was passed.  After further 
discussion of the COP Plan, Frances Smith made a motion to approve the 2009 COP Plan 
Update for Taylor County.  Shirley Kleist seconded the motion.  The motion was passed. 
 
Russ Blennert and Diane Niggemann, Director of the Taylor County Commission on Aging 
presented information to the committee regarding the Family Care/Long-Term Care Re-
Design Initiative that is being implemented in the State of Wisconsin.  While Governor Doyle 
has indicated some delay in this implementation, it appears that overall Family Care is 
moving forward, albeit at a slower pace. 
 
Diane Niggemann, Director of the Taylor County Commission on Aging presented committee 
members with an update of some of the programs of the Taylor County Commission on 
Aging, including an upcoming Final Affairs workshop, a caregiver conference to be held 
jointly with Price County, and information regarding some changes in the congregate meal 
program. 
 



The next meeting of the COP/Long-Term Support Planning and Advisory Committee was set 
for Monday, June 15, 2009 at 10 a.m. at the Taylor County Community Building located at 
the fairgrounds. 
 
Nancy Doberstein made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Judi Fillmore seconded the 
motion. The motion was passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
 
Russ Blennert 
Secretary 


