
 

TAYLOR COUNTY 
Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Minutes of Meeting 
DATE: October 22, 2009   
TIME:  1:00pm     
PLACE: Sheriff’s Conference Room #G211 
 
Attending:   
Don  Albers, Ron Bohn, Bill Breneman, Mike Danen, Fred Ebert, John Fales, Patty Krug, 

Scott Lindow, Larry Peterson, Harry Sweda, Tom Tallier, Mary Williams 
 
Excused: Sue Faber, Mark Kind   
 
Minutes by: Bill Breneman, LEPC Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Mike Danen at 1:00pm.  Motion to 
approve minutes of the April 27, 2009 meeting was made by Ron Bohn, with a second by 
Patty Krug.  Motion carried. 
 
Hazmat Team Report 
Team Administrator Mark Kind asked Bill Breneman to relay a report about the Hazmat 
Team.  The team is struggling with membership and attendance.  Mark has a meeting 
scheduled for tonight, 10-22-09 at MAFD.  It was brought up that perhaps the Hazmat Team 
should place an ad for recruiting new members with an explanation of what the team is for, 
what it does, etc. 
 
LEPC Roster was distributed and reviewed.  Changes to make: correct Carol O’Leary’s name, 
Fales e-mail address, Danen’s work number (retired). 
 
Spill Report  - Bill Breneman reported on the ammonia leak at Medford Curling Club on May 

5th. 
 
He discussed the strengths of the response and two areas of improvements in the response. 
The strengths were timely response, establishment of a safe and secure working perimeter 
as soon as possible, and proper decontamination of patients.  Areas for improvements were 
communications and notification of location of command post.  Communications will be 
improved when radios are updated and programmed according to the state communications 
plan.   Command post location should be established by radio communications and marking 
with the “green” light. 
 
Rural Address Signs status report by Larry Peterson.   
Larry Peterson reported that the Rural Address signing had been completed.  It went real 
well with very few problems.  Discussion about placement of signs, and when they can be 
moved to a better location.  Mr. Peterson said that he is firm on the signs staying where 
they were placed according to the ordinance.  Mr. Sweda would like to see a policy 
developed on where and when the signs can be moved.  Mr. Fales thought that we should 
leave the signs where they are for a year, then make an evaluation as to whether or not we 
should develop a policy.  No action taken. 
 
Roundtable Discussion  
Larry Peterson requested that Patty Krug discuss H1N1 and the vaccinations.  The 
discussion by Patty Krug about H1N1 was very informative and helpful.  Patty also discussed 
the factors which led to the closing of the Medford School System. 
 
 



 

Bill Breneman announced that a radio was going to be purchased for the EOC.  Funding was 
going to be used from a grant through the Health Department.  Bill expressed his 
appreciation to Health Department Director Patty Krug for helping with many projects 
throughout the county.   
 
Fred Ebert talked about their radio repeater and the need to replace it by the end of 2010. 
Because of a licensing issue, the Highway Department has an earlier deadline than Law 
Enforcement.   Law Enforcement must go to narrow band by 2013.  Breneman asked if 
Highway Commissioner Sackmann could meet with Sheriff Daniels to discuss the radio 
updates.  A meeting will be set up.   It is hoped that a consultant can be hired to coordinate 
the communications upgrade. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for April 19th, 2010 at 1:00pm.   
 
Motion to adjourn was made by Mary Williams and a second by Harry Sweda.  Motion 

carried, and meeting was adjourned at 1:50pm. 
 
 
William K. Breneman, Secretary LEPC 



 

TAYLOR COUNTY 
Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Minutes of Meeting 
DATE: April 27, 2009  
TIME:  1:30pm     
PLACE: Sheriff’s Conference Room #G211 
 
Attending:  Albers, Don; Breneman, William; Fales, John; Faber, Sue;  Kind, Mark; Krug, 

Patty; Lindow, Scott;  Peterson, Larry; Sackmann, Jess; Seidl, Jim;    
 
Minutes by: Bill Breneman, LEPC Secretary 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim Seidl at 1:30pm.  Motion to approve 

minutes of the October 20, 2008 meeting was made by Patty Krug, with a second  by 
Larry Peterson.  Motion carried. 

 
Agenda 
The agenda was approved as printed 
 
Election of Officers 
Current officers are: James G. Seidl, Chairman (appointed by the County Board); Mike 

Danen, Vice Chair; Bill Breneman, Secretary; Patty Krug, Alternate Secretary.   A motion 
was made by John Fales, and a second by Don Albers to keep the same officers.  
Chairman Seidl called 3 times for any other nominations.  The motion carried.  

 
Update LEPC By-Laws; Update LEPC Membership List; Update Procedures for 

Review of HazMat Response Expenditures; Designation of State to be LEPC 
Inspector.  A copy of appropriate information on each of these four areas was 
presented to the committee for review.   Jess Sachmann was added to the Membership 
List.  O’Leary’s first name was corrected from Carl to Carol.  E-mail address for John 
Fales has changed to jfales@medford.wi.us.  Motion by Larry Peterson, second by John 
Fales to approve the review and update.  Motion carried. 

 
Hazmat Team Report 
 Team Administrator Mark Kind gave a report about the Hazmat Team.   The team has 

accumulated about $57,000 worth of Hazmat Equipment through grants, donations, and 
budgeted items.  Attendance at the meetings and training has been a problem, and the 
team is trying to recruit additional team members.  Mark reported that there are about 8 
active members.  His goal is to have about 20 active members.  Mark talked about the 
recent exercise with Kraft and the Kraft Hazmat team.  They are going to continue to 
work together with the Kraft Hazmat team.  There was discussion about working 
together with the Marathon County and Abbotsford teams on training.   That team, and 
other similar teams are struggling with the same issues.  There was a discussion of the 
Hazmat Team continuation being an agenda item for an upcoming meeting of the Law 
Enforcement & Emergency Services committee.  Chairman Seidl asked for a show of 
hand for how many would support the continuance of the Hazmat team.   All present 
showed that support.   A question was asked by Breneman if housing of the Hazmat 
team truck at the Medford Area Fire Department was a problem.   John Fales said that 
the Medford Fire Department was supportive of the Hazmat team, and housing of the 
truck was not currently a problem.  However, the department is considering adding a 
truck, so everyone should be looking to see if there are any alternatives for truck 
housing.  A question was asked about possible housing at the fairgrounds.   

 
Spill Report - There were no reported spills. 
 



 

Rural Address Signs status report by Jim Seidl and Larry Peterson.   
Larry Peterson reported that the Town of Deer Creek signing had been completed.  It is 

going real well, and the work has started in the Town of Little Black.  There have been 
very few problems and work is going well.  Lang Enterprises has one man doing the 
work, and he has a cell phone contact number through Zoning or Dispatch.   

 
United Way Grant Application for the Hazmat Team  
 An explanation of the 2009-2010 United Way grant application on behalf of the Hazmat 

team was given by Breneman and Kind.  A request for $2,000 was made.  It was noted 
that two corrections needed to be made in the amount requested so that all stated that 
the request was for $2,000.00.   Motion by Jess Sackmann, second by Larry Peterson to 
approve the grant application.  Motion carried.  

 
Roundtable Discussion 

Jess Sachmann, Taylor County Highway Commissioner, asked about the Esadore tower 
and the conversion to narrow band radio.  The Esadore tower is critical to the operation 
of the Highway Department. Discussion followed about going to narrow band and when 
that will be done. 

 
 Request was made to ask the state to delete from the reporting sites those facilities on 

the Tier II list that are no longer in business or no longer required to report.   EM 
Director should contact the state to ask that this be done. 

 
The next meeting was scheduled for October 18, 2009 at 1:30pm.   
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2:18pm. 
 
 
William K. Breneman, Secretary LEPC 
 
 
 
 


