
TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
Wednesday, December 2, 2009 - 9:00 A.M. 
Medford Area School District Office 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Peggy Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.. 
 
Members Present: Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board of Supervisors; Kelly Jensen, Sand 
Box; Joseph Greget, Medford School Distrist; Rebecca Gilbertson and Marge Retzlaff, Family 
Planning; Jean Nuernberger, Taylor County Circuit Court; Kathleen Alexander, Rib Lake 
Schools, Kim Christofoli and Jan Ostir, Indianhead Community Action Agency; David R. 
Clements, Hope Hospice; Sharon Ludwig and Kris Porter, Stepping Stones; Peggy Nordgren, 
UW-Extension; Kelly Schulz, Counseling Connection; Karen Jacobson, Taylor County Human 
Services - AODA.  
 
Taylor County Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program:  Kim Christofoli 
of Indianhead Community Action Agency (ICAA) discussed the new Homeless Prevention 
and Rapid Rehousing Program (HPRP) that is now available.  ICAA received $200,000 from 
the Wisconsin Department of Commerce to be used over the next two years to assist people 
in Taylor and Clark Counties obtain permanent housing.  With this money, ICAA can address 
issues relating to education, finances, and parenting in an effort to help individuals develop 
the wherewithall to get and keep housing.  Applicants can receive rent assitance for a full 
year, as well as getting money for security deposits. Kim develops specific plans that the 
applicants must follow to continue eligibility, but this is the most comprehensive program 
Taylor County residents have seen in many many years.  UW-Extension will be offering 
"Managing Your Money" and a new program "Rent Smart" to participants in this program.  
Brochures on the new program are available through ICAA.   
 
Survey Results:  Nordgren reviewed the results of the recent survey on Prevention Council 
activities.  From the responses, it appears the Prevention Council is providing the benefits it 
was designed to provide.  Suggested improvements were to become more visible in the 
community, to have more urgency, and to maintain more contact with the medical 
community, the law enforcement commuinity, and the media.  Members seem generally 
satisfied with the accomplishments of the Council, with its meeting time and place, and with 
the number of meetings per year.   
 
New Directory:  Nordgren distributed copies of the "2009 Directory of Services for 
Residents of Taylor County".  Anyone wishing additional copies should contact her at the 
UW-EX offices.  Any changes to the directory should be referred to Nordgren as soon as 
possible.  With the smaller printing, it will be possible to accommodate changes fairly 
quickly. 
 
Committee Reports:  Safe & Stable Families has more carry-over monies than expected.  
However, their funding is over after 2010.  Early Childhood Development will meet Friday, 
December 4.  ATOD is still working on its organization.   
 
Announcements:  Dave Clements reported that Hope Hospice's new building should be 
open early to mid-spring.  Kathy Alexander reported that the Rib Lake Schools are working 
on the second year of their alternative education grant for at-risk youth.  Jean Nuernberger 
stated that "sexting" and inappropriate pictures on the Internet are becoming even greater 
problems with youth.  Family Planning is offering income-based services that are either free 
or discounted, depending on the client's income.  Becky Gilbertson has just joined them.  
She is a certified mid-wife and a nurse practitioner specializing in family planning.  Joe 
Greget reported on a new program, the GED Option II program.  This is designed to provide 
a traditional diploma for people who dropped out of high school or received an HSED.  They 
plan to offer the program to jail inmates also.  Kelly Jensen stated that Sand Box is offering 
a Pay-It-Forward program to provide up to eight hours of child care services for people 



seeking employment.  The list of activities covered under this program is quite extensive.  
Due to the Christmas season, they are currently operating at about 50% capacity.  The 
Child Care Connection is looking for a board member from this area.  Interested individuals 
should contact Kelly at Sand Box.  Kelly Schultz reported payment issues regarding 
counseling through state programs and insurance.  Local counselers have to work closely 
with MDs to ensure that their clients get proper medication.  Mary Bix reported that Taylor 
County has completed their budget process and things look to be very tight for 2010.  Kris 
Porter is the new director of Stepping Stones.  They are planning to develop several new 
programs to help their clients. 
 
Salvation Army monies are seriously depleted already.  Brian Michael is leaving the 
organization to take another position in a different area.  The Wisconsin Department of 
Commerce is using a relatively new program, Service Point, to track homelessness.   
 
A list of the services provided by Indianhead Community Action Agency includes:  skills 
enhancement (now using some stimulus dollars for education), food assitance and 
emergency food pantry, clothing, garden seeds, weatherization, Salvation Army, FEMA, and 
Judicare.   
 
Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council will 
be Wednesday, January 27, 2010.  There will be a roundtable discussion on mental health 
issues in Taylor County. 
 
Adjournment:    With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:37 AM.  
 
Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council will 
be Wednesday, January 27, 2010.  There will be a roundtable discussion on mental health 
issues in Taylor County at that time. 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL  
Wednesday, September 23, 2009 - 9:00 A.M. 
Medford Area Public School District Office  
 
Members Present:  Linda Heinkel, Parent Resource Center; Patty Krug, Taylor County 
Health Department; Karen Jacobson & Craig Alwin, Taylor County Human Services 
Department; Kelly Schultz, Counseling Connection; Joseph Greget, Medford Area Schools; 
David R. Clements, Hope Hospice; LeeAnn Raab, Victim/Witness Coordinator; George 
Southworth, Taylor County Board of Supervisors & Medford School Board; Randy Oaklief, 
Northcentral Technical College; Peggy Nordgren, UW-EX; Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board 
of Supervisors. 
 
Review Minutes of Last Meeting/Add To Agenda:  The minutes of the last meeting 
were approved by acclamation; there were no additions to the agenda.   
 
Introductions & Announcements:  Craig Alwin reported on the cut of IV-E funds for 
mandated programs.  These are incentive funds (MA) used for case management.  County 
has to supplement because many of these services are court-ordered.  The Safe & Stable 
Family money should remain stable for the time being.   
 
Dave Clements announced that the memory loss presentation on Tuesday, September 29, 
already has over 100 participants.  In addition to their 12-week grief workshop, Hope 
Hospice will be having a two-week workshop on consecutive Thursdays in late October. 
 
Joe Greget reported that the school district has a new administrator, Pat Sullivan. 
 
According to LeeAnn Raab, there are increased police calls for vandalism of cabins, as well 
as general and domestic violence. 
 
Kelly Schultz has noted an increase in couples counseling.  There is no specific mention of 
financial issues causing this, but that would appear to be a major factor. 
 
Patty Krug announced that the Wellness Coalition of Taylor County has three 
subcommittees:  Physical Activity, Worksite Wellness, and Nutrition.  These were developed 
as part of the community-wide perceived needs developed through Healthy People of Taylor 
County.  They have a Web site up and running.  The Health Department is still waiting for 
flu vaccines.  Victims of the H1N1 virus are being reported only if they are hospitalized or 
die. 
 
The Parent Resource Center has new offices in the old City Hall Building at 133 West State 
Street.  They plan to have an open house soon.  Walk-in traffic has increased since their 
move.  Playgroups are scheduled on Tuesdays. 
 
Randy Oaklief reported that a grant-writing workshop is being set up at NTC, sponsored by 
the Taylor County Consortium Board.  Enrollments at the College have skyrocketed with half 
the growth last year being extra programs for the manufacturing industry in Medford, 35% 
being dislocated workers, and 15% from the usual technical college enrollment increase.  
New plans have been presented to the County regarding the development of a Green 
Institute here.  This will encompass geothermal, solar, and biomass energy sources.  Green 
management and logistics in transportation are also slated for development at this campus 
location. 
 
George Southworth stressed the need for more prevention programs in Taylor County. 
 
Mary Bix reported on a recent conference she attended regarding the Aging & Disability 
Resource Centers that the State of Wisconsin is requiring all counties to develop. 



 
Peggy Nordgren mentioned the move that will be necessitated when NTC starts developing 
their new campus.  She also discussed the Better Kid Care program for childcare providers.  
Unfortunately funding has expired for this, so the last presentation will be in October. 
 
Committee Reports:  Safe & Stable Families worked on getting their budget down to 
$41,000.  They are trying to salvage programs.  Early Childhood's scheduled meetings are 
October 9, December 11, February 9, and June 11.  There was nothing to report at this 
time.  The Directory Committee has received money from Judge Knox-Bauer's office and will 
begin printing new booklets soon.  ATOD now has Patty Krug chairing the subcommittee.  
Meetings are the fourth Monday of every month from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM.  They will be 
working on the ATOD objectives of the Healthy People of Taylor County plan.  They will be 
doing a survey in school grades 6-12 to determine alcohol and drug use baselines.   
 
Other Business:  St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church is having a Christmas giving tree 
this year. 
 
Cell Phone Discussion Update:  The Medford Schools have developed a new cell phone 
policy regarding use of cell phones on campus.  Work needs to be done at all levels on 
letting children and youth know the consequences of transmitting inappropriate pictures on 
the Internet and with cell phones.   
 
Confirm Next Meeting Date:  December 2, 2009 at 9:00 AM.   
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:43 AM. 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL  
Wednesday, July 22, 2009 
Medford Area Public School District Office  
 
Members Present:  Mary Bix, Taylor County Board of Supervisors; Peggy Nordgren, UW-
Extension; Karen Jacobson, Taylor County Human Services Department; David Clements, 
Hope Hospice; Linda Heinkel, Parent Resource Center; Harry (and Matt) Sweda, United Way 
of Taylor County; Jean Nuernberger, Taylor County Circuit Court.   
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM.  A copy of 
the Prevention Council Mission Statement was distributed.   
 
Introductions & Announcements (1 - Share upcoming programs or agency 
activities; 2 - Share effects of state and local economy on your agency):  Bix 
reported that the County is now involved in the budget process.  There will have to be some 
severe cuts for 2010.  The Education Committee is setting up another Grants Seminar; it 
will be free and aimed at governmental agencies and non-profits.  Northcentral Technical 
College is still planning on purchasing the Education Building from Taylor County.  
Nuernberger reported that three cases of inappropriate pictures being transmitted on cell 
phones have been assigned to the court.  She feels this is just the tip of the iceberg 
regarding this activity.  She also reported that in April of this year, they had 18 referrals for 
children in need of protective services; that is more than all of last year.  Heinkel reported 
more walk-ins than ever before.  Parents are feeling they are losing control and are 
exasperated by the economy.  Because of various budget cuts, this is the first year they will 
have to fundraise.  Sweda reported that United Way is gearing up for their September kick-
off.  Their goal is the same as last year:  $79,000.  Requests are up, so they may have to 
limit grants to those organizations that present the most need.  Jacobson stated that her 
department is very busy with AODA.  It seems that many more people are thinking thoughts 
of suicide at this time.  There are many, many depressed people.  Clements reports that 
their census is way down.  Last year their average was 25; this year they haven't hit 20 yet.  
At one time, it was down to 7.  There may be a misconception that hospice is only for the 
elderly.  Nordgren has noticed that more people in her financial management classes have 
no money to manage.   
 
Review Minutes of Last Meeting:  There were no changes to the minutes.   
 
Committee Reports 
 
Safe & Stable Families (Nordgren):  The Committee is working to cut $30,000 from their 
budget as they did last year.  That would leave just the $40,000 base money.   
 
Early Childhood (Greget):  There was no report. 
 
ATOD (Jacobson):  Jacobson stated that there was not much to report at this time.   
 
Directory Committee (Nordgren):  Nordgren handed out Draft #2 of the new directory.  
Any changes must be in within two weeks.  The cost of printing should be around 
$0.25/copy.  We plan to print 2500, although not all at once, that way changes can be 
made as we notice them.  In 3-4 years, a total revamp will be done.   
 
Confirm Next Meeting Date:  There was a discussion on having less Prevention Council 
meetings each year, but that was not acted on because during these economic times it is 
even more important for all agencies to work together.  The next meeting of the Taylor 
County Prevention Council is scheduled for Wednesday, September 23, 2009 at 9:00 AM.  
The November meeting was been rescheduled for Wednesday, December 2, 2009 at 9:00 
AM.   



 
Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:47 AM.   



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL  
May 27, 2009 - 9:00 A.M. 
Medford Area Public School District Office  
 
Members Present:  Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board of Supervisors; George Southworth, 
Taylor County Board of Supervisors & Medford School Board; Theresa Valenti, Stepping 
Stones; Randy Oaklief, Northcentral Technical College; Monelle Johnson, Restorative 
Justice; Sally Toepfer & Karen Jacobson, Taylor County Human Services Department; Lee 
Ann L. Raab, Victim/Witness Coordinator; Kelly Jensen, Sand Box; Linda Heinkel, Parent 
Resource Center; Peggy Nordgren, University of Wisconsin Extension; Bob Whetstone, 
United Way of Taylor County.   
 
Call To Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:12 AM.   
 
Introductions & Announcements - Review of Economic Situation:  Sally Toepfer 
reported that Badger Care Plus for childless adults is now a reality.  Economic Support 
Supervisor Dave Hemke has officially retired. 
 
Kelly Jensen stated that not a lot of children are enrolled for their summer programs.  Their 
census is about half what it would be normally.  Sand Box is still offering free childcare on 
the first and third Mondays of each month for people seeking employment.  This program 
should continue through at least October. 
 
LeeAnn Raab indicated there has been an upsurge in financial crimes.  Another disturbing 
problem is kids sending questionable pictures on cell phones. 
 
Monelle Johnson reported that at their annual meeting, Nick Synol was voted the new 
president.  They are trying to get a local DUI crash vehicle.  It is thought that a vehicle 
involved in a local accident will have more impact on local participants. 
 
Linda Heinkel noted that they are developing two new programs.  One involves a safe 
exchange of children for visits when one parent is under a restraining order.  The charge is 
$15 for weekdays and $35 for weekends.  They are also putting together a curriculum for 
parents who are not married but are now breaking up and how this break up impacts the 
children involved.  Both these programs are court-sponsored developments.  
 
Randy Oaklief reported that NTC is seeing record high numbers of students.  About half 
their recent growth is due to displaced workers.  The school will be making a presentation 
soon to the Taylor County Board of Supervisors to buy the Education Building.  More basic 
computer classes are being offered, and all classes have been full.  GED activity has more 
than doubled, and The Learning Center will remain open five days per week through the end 
of the year.  The average student is a displaced worker over age 50.  The school will close 
completely during the week after July 4th and the week between Christmas and New Years.   
 
Theresa Valenti announced that there are more rapes occurring, but these crimes are not 
necessarily being reported to authorities.   
 
George Southworth stressed the need for prevention and for individuals to take 
responsibility for their own actions. 
 
Mary Bix brought up the subject of the three day furlough all Taylor County employees are 
scheduled to take. 
 
Bob Whetstone announced that United Way of Taylor County is now in the process of 
evaluating grant requests and planning for their September kick-off. 
 



Peggy Nordgren told the Council that there is currently no increase in people taking financial 
courses and this may be because they think they no longer have enough money to manage.  
There will probably be more people having gardens this year, so there may be more food 
preservation classes.   
 
Review Minutes of Last Meeting:  The minutes were approved by acclamation.   
 
Committee Reports 
 
Safe & Stable Familes - Nordgren:  The Committee has not met since February.  The 
budget has been cut $20,000 this year with the biggest cuts coming in intensive in-home 
work.  Nordgren believes that next year the budget will be down another $30,000. Support 
for child abuse prevention is also down.  The family visitor (for the first twelve months) and 
parent education programs are getting more money.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
August.   
 
Early Childhood - Greget:  The next meeting is scheduled for June 5.   
 
ATOD - Berends:  Jacobson reported that the last meeting was ten days ago.  There is 
nothing really new happening right now.  The new committee is still struggling to get off the 
ground.   
 
Directory Committee - Nordgren:  There are a few directories left.  Nordgren handed out 
draft copies of the new booklet.  Committee members are asked to review the directories 
for errors or omissions and report to Nordgren by June 15.   
 
Leadership Opportunities:  Theresa Valenti volunteered to fill in when Nordgren is 
absent.   
 
Any Other Business/Round Table Discussion:  Included above.   
 
Confirm Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council 
will be Wednesday, July 22, 2009 at 9 AM.  Meeting dates for the rest of the year are as 
follows:  September 23 and November 18 (tentative).  Anyone feeling strongly about the 
need (or lack thereof) for the July meeting should contact Nordgren.  Because of the need 
to disseminate information more quickly, minutes will be emailed to members shortly after 
the meeting happens rather than waiting until the next meeting.   
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 10:42 AM.   



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL  
Wednesday, March 25, 2009 - 9:00 A.M. 
Medford Area Public School District Office  
 
Members Present:  Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board of Supervisors; Theresa Valenti, 
Stepping Stones; Randy Oaklief, Northcentral Technical College; Mary Makovsky & Sue 
Courtney, Memorial Health Center; Kathy Danen, NWCEP; Bob Whetstone & Harry Sweda, 
United Way of Taylor County; Michelle Hartness, 211; Sheila Nice, Taylor County Housing 
Authority; Diane Niggemann, Taylor County Commission On Aging; Kim Christofoli, 
Indianhead Community Action Agency; Monelle Johnson, Restorative Justice; Sally Toepfer 
& Craig Alwin, Taylor County Human Services Department; Jean Nuernberger, Taylor 
County Circuit Court; Patty Krug, Taylor County Health Department; Joe Greget, Medford 
Area School District; Peggy Nordgren, University of Wisconsin-Extension; Kelly Jensen, Sand 
Box.  
 
Call To Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM.   
 
Introductions & Announcements:  Due to the nature of the meeting, limited 
introductions and announcements were made.   
 
Special Round Table Discussion:  January unemployment figures for Taylor County were 
12.0% which was the second highest in the state.  (NOTE:  February figures were 13.8% 
which is also the second highest in the state, behind only Rusk County.)   
 
Peggy Nordgren - University of Wisconsin-Extension:  So far, there has been no increase in 
the number of people coming in for financial counseling.  Nordgren then distributed a list of 
Web sites for various statistics and assistance programs.  The "Hope" Web site will help 
homeowners financially and with mediation to prevent foreclosures   The Housing Authority 
has limited funds to help prevent foreclosures.  Many mortgages are through mortgage 
companies and not the more traditional banks and savings and loan companies.  These 
mortgage companies are less inclined to work with the homeowners to prevent foreclosures.  
She also reported that the Human Services Department is now seeing clients that were 
never seen there before. 
 
Kim Christofoli - Indianhead Community Action Agency:  In February 2009, 251 families 
were served through I.C.A.A.   So far this year, fifty more families have been served than 
last year. She talked with ten people last month who were facing foreclosure.  Stimulus 
money is a capped amount, but can be used to help people get into apartments.  Because of 
the high energy bills, there have been many utility disconnects.  Stimulus money can be 
used to pay only one month's utility bills.  Many individuals are using tax refunds to pay 
utilities.  The problem is what happens when that tax refund money runs out.  The stimulus 
money can be used to do more weatherization projects and possibly may be used for other 
housing needs.  Their agency is now doing the tracking for homelessness.  More U.S.D.A. 
foods will be distributed through I.C.A.A. this year.  Unemployment checks have increased 
by $25 per week; food stamp amounts will also be increased.  They will be distributing 
garden seeds as of May 1. 
 
Kathy Danen - Northwest Comprehensive Employment Program:  Danen reported her office 
is overwhelmed because they handle both Taylor and Rusk Counties, the two counties in the 
state with the highest unemployment.  This year they will have a 10-county summer youth 
program since there are no jobs for students this year.  They can provide some relocation 
assistance and training expenses, and they provide on-the-job training where they pay 50% 
of the wages for new hires.  Rusk County has two companies that are actually hiring now, 
but Taylor County has none.  Because Hurd and Phillips Plastics moved a lot of their jobs 
overseas, their employees can qualify for two-year unemployment and training assistance.  



Lots of the jobs lost this year are permanent losses; the impact of these job losses will be 
felt in 1-2 years.  Her office refers lots of people to Human Services, I.C.A.A., and NTC. 
 
Theresa Valenti - Stepping Stones:  Things have not settled down since the holidays; this is 
unusual.  They are receiving lots of requests for financial aid, and they are referring these 
people to the appropriate agencies.  There seems to be an increase in interstate problems, 
possibly caused by people meeting other people over the Internet.  People seem to be more 
shelter-savvy these days.  Many requests for help are not made on a timely basis and thus 
nothing can be done.  Reported sexual assaults are way up.   
 
Sheila Nice - Taylor County Housing Authority:  Many of their programs supplement those 
offered by I.C.A.A. but are geared for slightly higher incomes.  They also have fuel and 
utility assistance funds for those same higher income people.  Section 8 rental funds are still 
available.  Many of Nice's issues were covered under other topics.   
 
Sue Courtney - Memorial Health Center:  Emergency Department and Urgent Care numbers 
are down.  However, it is not believed that this is because people are doing more preventive 
care.  They are also experiencing vandalism, minor theft, and panhandling. 
 
Mary Makovsky - Memorial Health Center:  People are having difficulty paying bills for care, 
and these people are being encouraged to try to work something out before their accounts 
are sent to collection agencies.  The Health Center is referring many people to Human 
Services.  They are getting more transients looking for health care.   
 
Randy Oaklief - Northcentral Technical College:  NTC's full-time equivalents (FTEs) have 
grown 52% in the last three semesters.  Many of the people who have lost their jobs need 
remedial training and GEDs.  Some of the people being referred to them have absolutely no 
computer skills.  Twenty-five people are now working on GEDs, and this is double the 
normal figure.  The Learning Center is open 5 days/week, up from 2 days/week.  Two 
classes of 25 individuals have now finished NTC's Career Decisions course; two more classes 
are scheduled for this spring.  Technical colleges in Wisconsin have had their budgets cut, 
and no stimulus money is being earmarked for them.  There may be cuts in services this 
summer because of this.  In the ten-county area served by NTC, Taylor County is the 
hardest hit county as far as unemployment is concerned.  Even very employable people 
(people with skills) are facing career changes.  Most people are not willing to move to get 
employment and are not willing to drive over one hour to get to a job.  
 
Diane Niggemann - Taylor County Commission On Aging:  People aged 60-65 who are 
unemployed are coming in for services.  COBRA is an issue for these people since they do 
not qualify for Medicaid until they are age 65.  A provision of the stimulus package will pay 
up to 65% of the cost of COBRA through the employer.  From March 30 through April 2, 
University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point will be conducting a transportation survey in Taylor 
County.   
 
Kelly Jensen - Sand Box:  Normally they have about 75 children in pre-school during the 
year; now they have about 35.  They are offering free child care services up to four hours 
on the first and third Mondays for the next six months to people working on job searches.  
This is modeled on the pay-it-forward, random-acts-of-kindness ideas.  No one is using 
these services yet. 
 
Confirm Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council 
will be Wednesday, May 27, 2009 at 9 AM.   
 
Any Other Business:  It was decided that Tobacco Coalition funds would be used to pay 
for some of the next printing of the Taylor County Directory booklet.   
 



Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 11:08 AM.   



TAYLOR COUNTY PREVENTION COUNCIL 
January 28, 2009 - 9:00 A.M. 
Medford Area Public School District Office 
 
Members Present:  Kathy Alexander, Rib Lake Schools; Mary K. Bix, Taylor County Board; 
David R. Clements, Hope Hospice; Tammy Dahl, ICAA Head Start; Joseph Greget, Medford 
Area Public Schools; Kelly Jensen, Sand Box; Patty Krug, Taylor County Health Department; 
Diane Niggemann, Taylor County Commission On Aging; Peggy Nordgren, UW-EX; Jean 
Nuernberger, Taylor County Circuit Court; Randy Oaklief, Northcentral Technical College; 
and Theresa Valenti, Stepping Stones.  
  
Call Meeting to Order:  Chair Nordgren called the meeting to order at 9:10 AM.   
 
Introductions & Announcements:  Head Start:  There are 33 students enrolled.  There 
are over 90 students on the waiting list in the six counties comprising the district.  COA:  A 
supplemental transportation grant in the amount of $16,000 has been received to survey 
public transportation needs.  This grant is designed to cover the opinions of the general 
public, not just the elderly and disabled.  Sand Box:  Numbers are way down, probably due 
to the economy.  There are normally 65-75 children during the school day and 30-35 
enrolled in before- and after-school programs.  Currently there are only about 40-50 
children enrolled.  Rib Lake Schools:  A fitness room at the school is now open to the public.  
Health classes on sex and the law are now being offered.  Stepping Stones:  During 
Christmas week all third graders in Medford schools received a lecture on ten ways to cool 
off.  Two Girl Scout troops received information on what domestic violence is.  High school 
seniors are scheduled to get information on healthy relationships.  Staff will attend a train-
the-trainer workshop on shaken baby syndrome.  Health Department:  There has been a 
huge increase in WIC requests.  A grant was requested for a low-income dental clinic in 
Taylor County.  If we get it, the clinic could be up and running by November.  Fluoride 
varnishing is complete for pre-school students.  UWEX:  Nordgren distributed U. S. Census 
Bureau information that can be used for grant applications.  She also directed attendees to 
other Web sites that could be useful for grants.  NTC:  The Census Bureau needs over 7,000 
workers in north central Wisconsin for the 2010 census; training is currently being done at 
NTC.  Contact CEP for more information.  There are now about 500 dislocated workers in 
Taylor County.  The Learning Center is now open five days per week.  A master's degree 
counselor is being brought to campus to deal with people shifting careers.  A Career 
Decisions workshop is being offered through CEP.  Hope Hospice:  They have people coming 
for grief counseling due to job loss.   
 
PRESENTATION:  Community Health Plan:  The Community Health Plan should be done 
every five years; ours had not been revised since 2000.  Information contained in the report 
can be used for grant applications as well as a blueprint on developing healthier lifestyles in 
Taylor County.  Anyone wanting a copy of the "Healthy People Taylor County 2009-2013 
Health Plan" should contact Patty Krug at 748-1410.   
 
Review Minutes of Last Meeting:  There were no corrections to the December minutes.  
  
Report on the Homeless Issue:  There was no report on this issue.   Grant funds are 
drying up, so the possibility of a homeless shelter in Taylor County anytime soon are not 
good. 
   
Committee Reports:  The Safe & Stable Families, Early Childhood, and ATOD reports were 
deferred until the next meeting because of the length of this meeting.  
  
Any Other Business:  The idea of having articles in The Star News and reports on WKEB-
WIGM covering coping strategies after job loss was discussed.  
  



Confirm Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Prevention Council is 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 25, 2009 at 9:00 AM.  It will be held at the Medford Area 
School District Office. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:01 AM.   
 


