
 

TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of December 16th, 2014 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW 

Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were 

David Krug, Chairman, JoAnn Smith, Daniel Makovsky, Ray Soper, and Joe Tomandl. Ashly 

Steinke, County Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Bob Brandt, Grazing 

Specialist; Emily Bachinski, Conservation Assistant; Brian Briski, NRCS Acting District 

Conservationist; and Ed Zydzik, USDA Wildlife Damage Specialist were in attendance for part or 

all of the meeting. 

 

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the minutes of the October 21st, 2014 LCC regular 

meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Tomandl to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the 10/14/14 – 12/03/14 bills and the 

September/October budget analysis. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Reports 

 

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: A solar powered fence was 

installed to prevent deer from damaging winter stored food on Spur Road. If that doesn’t work, 

a shooting permit will be issued. Bear tags issued will be about the same as last season, with a 

slight increase in zone A. Zone C has the worse success rate even though there are a lot of bear. 

There is also a lot of corn in this unit. The wolf season is closed and people are unhappy with 

how the season went. There are negotiations going on to move up the season dates due to low 

hide quality. Trappers participated in voluntary examinations of wolf hides which may become 

mandatory. The purpose of the examinations are to determine wolf/dog encounters and wolf 

clubbing. Many would like the option to hunt with dogs. Deer season was a disappointment. 

Many are targeting the youth hunt. There were a lot of Act 82 permits issued in the county. 

Around the state people want all predators (coyote, wolf, bear, bobcat) gone to increase deer 

numbers. There is not much more that can be done to control coyotes. The only option left is a 

bounty, which other states have proven they are not effective. MOTION by Soper/Smith to 

approve the price set to damage for apiaries (see price below), corn at $3.43/bushel, and 

soybeans at $10.04/bushel. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Apiaries 

Hive bodies 9 5/8”  $14.82 each   inner cover   $11.90 each 

hive bodies 6 5/8”  $11.38 each   top cover   $20.82 each 

frames 9 1/8”   $1.18 each   queen excluder  $12.78 each 

frames 6 ¼”   $1.15 each  3# nuc w/queen  $98.50 each 

foundation 9 1/8”  $1.54 each  2# nuc w/ queen  $86.75 each 

foundation 5 5/8”  $1.13 each   Honey   $2.25/pound 

bottom board   $12.88 each 



Natural Resource Conservation Service – Acting District Conservationist, reported: Finished 

processing CSP payments and are now working on re-enrollment. Also working on EQIP contract 

payments and maintenance. Bob Plawski’s replacement, Melissa Knipfel, has been hired and will 

start at the end of December. She has been working as a District Conservationist in Stevens 

Point.  

 

Farm Service Agency: FSA has been working on the milk program. 

 

Grazing Program-Grazing Specialist reported: Has been working closely with NRCS. Sets up 

which practices will be put in place for EQIP contracts. Sign up is low this year. Has been working 

with the dairy grazing apprenticeship program. There are 3 students involved from this area. 

May set up pasture walks through the grazing apprenticeship program that will be geared 

towards the apprentices. Will plan on putting together a late winter dairy and beef meeting like 

last year. These events bring in more participants for grazing projects. Is working with non-EQIP 

grazers as well. Payment from NRCS and County is a flat rate per walk and per plan. Soper noted 

the real benefit to the economy by having this position. Benefits of pasture walks are that they 

provide networking opportunities, a place to share successes and failures, and they provide 

hands on education.  

 

Northwest Land Conservation Association – Ashly Steinke, reported: The southern area has 

submitted a letter to the state demanding they take a closer look at manure storage. The 

Northeast area is dealing with contamination issues of wells with manure. The healthcare 

industry is now aware of the issue. The Wisconsin Land+Water Association, Jim Vandenbrook, 

liked the idea Ashly had about adopting a long term funding strategy for LCD’s.   Jim 

Vandenbrook and others are working on putting a 2 day conference together to bring 

conservation leaders in one place to discuss possible next steps for adoption. 

 

LCD staffing and program update.  

Ashly announced that he and his wife are having a child in one month and have decided it’s in 

their best interest to have him stay home, and that he resigns. He is open to working with the 

committee and department to set his last day date. If cuts have to be made, he suggested Ben 

take on a leadership role, Emily take on more responsibilities as a technician, and that there be 

some part time funding for Bob. Ideally he would like to see a full staff. The committee 

discussed and concluded that there are some important roles the County Conservationist plays 

that would be lost if positions were combined. Ashly has successfully searched for extra money 

through multiple pathways, voiced concerns to the public regarding a large dairy, and 

represented the County’s interests at events around the state. These are some of what could be 

lost. It was agreed upon that it is in the best interest of the LCD and the County to re-hire the 

County Conservationist position. A special meeting will be called when the official resignation is 

turned in, then discussion can continue regarding the position. 

 

Emily reported that 17 people used the no-till drill on 431 acres, and the drill brought in $3,664. 

Local, area, and state poster dates are set. Tree sale numbers are up slightly from this time last 

year. 

 



Ben reported on project funds brought into the county as a direct result of his position. This year 

$195,000 cost share dollars were used on projects that cost total of $535,463.64. The average 

spent each year on projects is $77,243.22 which has increased since before 2013. An increase in 

the average of money spent has to do with the NOD grant that was applied for by Ben for the 

Mahr Brothers project.  

 

Discuss/take possible action on Beaver Creek Reserve Contract (invasive species program). 

Anna Mares, Invasive Species Coordinator, took a full time position with the DNR in Eau Claire. 

Beaver Creek, where Anna Mares was originally employed, is currently working with the Forestry 

Department on a grant that Russ Aszmann applied for and received. It made sense to have them 

finish Anna’s work while they are in the County. They put together a budget proposal to finish 

the survey work for $25,000. $30,000 remains in the budget from the fully federally funded 

invasive species grant. The remaining $5,000 will be used to hire a business to bring up goats to 

control buckthorn. MOTION by Makovsky/Tomandl to approve contract between Taylor LCD 

and Beaver Creek Reserve to complete the invasive species inventory. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Discuss/take action on Conservation Farmer of the Year travel expenses. Taylor County LCD 

and Marathon County Conservation Planning and Zoning are partnering to nominate all three 

Tomandl families for Conservation Farmer of the Year. They are currently gathering letters of 

support and pictures. LCDs usually pay for the travel and lodging expensed of the winners 

relating to the attendance at the WI Land+Water Conference. It would be split between 

Marathon and Taylor. MOTION by Makovsky/Soper to approve the use of LCD funds to pay for 

the travel and lodging expensed associated with attendance to the WI Land+Water conference 

by the Conservation Farmer(s) of the Year should the Tomandls win. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Review and approve grazing contract between NRCS & LCD. The contract identifies the flat 

rate of $1,086 to be paid per grazing plan, with there being no more than 25; and a flat rate of 

$655.50 per pasture walk, with there being no more than 6. The County will pay Bob, then 

submit for reimbursement to get half back. There are no benefits included in the contract.  

 

Appoint county delegates for Golden Sands RC&D. The County Conservationist will serve as 

one delegate. MOTION by Soper/Smith to appoint Joe Tomandl as the LCC delegate to Golden 

Sands RC&D. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Discuss County Board budget cuts. Ashly recommends we do not make cuts to the LCD 

budget considering all of the money brought in to the County by the department. The LCC 

agreed that the County is getting a good deal of services for the amount of County levy used, 

which is $75,000. 

 

Discuss/take action on LCD charging for services by setting fees and/or creating a 

contribution agreement with NRCS. Many other county LCDs are charging for services, 

particularly for engineering services. Ben spends quite a bit of time on large projects that cost a 

lot of money. One project hired a private engineer for $15,000-25,000. A fee does not have to be 

as high as what private engineers charge. A disadvantage of charging is that this could undercut 

the private industry. NRCS may then see the LCD as a vendor instead of a partner, so caution 

should be taken. The partnership between NRCS and LCD is covered under an operating 



agreement. This agreement allows NRCS and LCD to work closely and use each other’s 

equipment and information. In the past, the former LCD Engineering Technician made money 

for the department through a contribution agreement with the NRCS. This helped pay for the 

no-till drill. The NRCS does these kinds of agreements when they have funds available.  

 

Future Meetings and Events: 

Next LCC Meeting……………………………………..…..………..…………Tuesday, February 10th, 2015 (9:30 am) 

WI Land+Water Conference…………………………………………………………………….…March 9-11, Appleton 

Four people will attend between the LCD & LCC. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Smith to adjourn at 12:16 p.m. MOTION CARRIED. 



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of October 21st, 2014 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW 

Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were 

David Krug, Chairman, JoAnn Smith, Daniel Makovsky, Ray Soper, and Joe Tomandl. Ashly 

Steinke, County Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Bob Brandt, Grazing 

Specialist; Emily Bachinski, Conservation Assistant; Brian Briski, NRCS Acting District 

Conservationist; Ed Zydzick, USDA Wildlife Damage Specialist; Anna Mares, Invasive Species 

Coordinator; Jennifer Glad, Assistant Director of Golden Sands RC&D, and Lanice Szomi were 

also present for part or all of the meeting.  

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Smith to approve the minutes of the August 12th, 2014 LCC regular 

meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Soper/Tomandl to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Tomandl to approve the 8/5/14 – 10/13/14 bills and the July/August 

budget analysis. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Old Business: 

LCD staffing and program update.  

 

Ben has been working on the Mahr Brothers and Brandner projects. The first NOD application to 

the DNR from the Mahr Brothers for funding was unsuccessful. The second time they were 

accepted for funding due to the resource concern. They went with a private engineer for the 

project. Other projects this summer include Schumacher’s barnyard, fencing projects, and 

waterways. 

 

Emily gave an update on the upcoming Nutrient Management Farmer Education courses held by 

Marathon, Clark, and Taylor Counties.  

 

Anna presented the roadways surveyed in Taylor County for invasive species. The county 

forester received a grant that will allow her to survey the county forest. There is a lot more 

buckthorn than expected. The southeastern part of the county has a tansy problem. A total of 

850 individual GPS points were recorded. Each point accounts for 1 to 1,000+ plants. Parts of 

Sawyer and Price County will be surveyed along with ATV trails in Taylor. The map will then be 

finalized and sent to the highway department. This data will be used to apply for more funding 

to control the invasives.  

 

North Breeze Dairy update. The DNR was preparing to deny the dairy the high capacity well 

permit. They withdrew their application before they could be denied. The decision came shortly 

after a ruling by Judge Boldt requiring the DNR to take into account cumulative effects of high 

capacity wells. North Breeze is 5 gpm away from not needing the permit. They could lower 

animal numbers to decrease water needs. They are currently reviewing multiple options and are 

not giving up on the site.  



New Business: 

Reports 

 

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: There has been an increase 

of doe shooting permits requested by farmers in Taylor County, especially those with soybeans. 

There have been 8-10 individuals that are allowed to shoot about 10 antlerless deer each. Act 82 

has been popular. They do not get monetary compensation, they don’t have to open their 

property to the public, they can give tags to who they want, they need to shoot 50% by a certain 

date, then 80% by December 31st. Failure to meet the requirements affects the ability to get the 

permit next year. If they have $1,000 in damage they are likely to receive a permit. Shooters have 

to hold a valid hunter license. The landowner is responsible for the shooter’s behavior. There are 

2 wolf zones currently open. Many groups are looking closely at why the season is ending so 

quickly. Hunters are not having fun because it is getting shut down so quickly. The reasons why 

the numbers are reached so quickly are up for debate. It could mean there are more wolves than 

they thought, or there is pre-baiting going on, or many tags are given by individuals to one 

trapper. High success could mean 50-60 wolf limit in the future. Since it is a new season, there is 

a lot that has to be worked out. The damage program budget increased by 1%. MOTION by 

Tomandl/Makovsky to approve the Wildlife Damage budget. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

County Conservationist – Ashly Steinke, reported: the presentation at the county 

conservationist meeting on the proposal for adopting the MN legacy amendment in Wisconsin 

went well. Those in attendance thought it was a good idea and Jim VandenBrook will put a 

meeting together to discuss the next steps. The call for truck bids was sent to 3 dealers and put 

in the Star News. Medford Motors came back with the price on a 2014 Ford F150 for $24,980. A 

topper will be bought for it. WI DATCP has applied for a 5 state regional grant to reduce 

sediment load. The grazing agreement with NRCS has been completed and will end December 

31st, 2015. The LCC requests to see the contract. A complaint about manure being piped to a 

corn field without permission came in to the LCD. The police may be involved because of 

trespassing. The LCD is working with a mink farmer clarifying rules as it relates to their 

expanding operation. Advice from a state engineer is being sought after in this case. Some 

members of the North Central Cattleman’s Association are interested in grazing the Pershing 

Wildlife Area. The LCD will help facilitate this. The idea will be to control vegetation growth to 

improve sharp-tailed grouse habitat.  

 

Natural Resource Conservation Service – Acting District Conservationist, reported: He 

comes from the Altoona office and has been working as the Area Resource Conservationist. 

Deals with contouring, cover crops, seeding, and quality assurance of projects funded. Puts 

together training for staff. Right now NRCS is working on contract renewals, making existing 

EQIP and CSP payments, and ranking EQIP applications. There is re-organization of clerical 

support going on. The vacancy for the District Conservationist is not out, but should be filled 

soon after January 1st.   

 

Farm Service Agency: FSA, along with the LCD and NRCS, attended farmer meetings. FSA gave 

a milk program update at the meeting. 

 



Grazing Program-Grazing Specialist reported: The GLCI grant is complete and will start 

working off the new NRCS-LCD contribution agreement. Despite low numbers due to nice 

weather during haying season, the Tomandl pasture walk went well. There were 35 participants. 

Decreased frequency of pasture walks may have something to do with lower numbers at walks 

as well. The bus tour sponsored by the North Central Cattleman’s Association and Purina also 

went well. It was a valuable learning experience for those who attended. The tour went to 

multiple farms that focused on breeds of cattle. Wrote 12 new plans this summer and pasture 

scored for the NRCS.  

 

Northwest Land Conservation Association – Ashly Steinke, reported: The meeting was 

cancelled and the future meeting will discuss the poster and speaking contest. 

 

Discuss/take possible action on Golden Sands RC&D proposal. Jennifer Glad reported that 

Golden Sands is the oldest RC&D in the state. In 2012 they had their 40th anniversary. They 

currently represent 10 counties, with Green Lake County newly added. They have many 

initiatives, one being grazing. They are trying to approach grazing on a regional level. The LCD 

and RC&D have already worked together to write a couple of grants, large and small. They are 

currently working with Brandt and the DNR on grazing public lands near Rudolph. There current 

grazing focus is on the Mill Creek watershed. Other project focuses include forestry projects 

(EAB and urban forestry), aquatic invasive programs (Eurasian water milfoil), and the Prairie 

Chicken Festival. Golden Sands would like Taylor County to join the RC&D and continue to 

collaborate. There is a $300/year fee. There is a meeting every other month on the 3rd Thursday. 

The purpose would be to work together to administer and apply for grants on a regional level. 

There would be 2 representatives for Taylor, 1 being an LCC member. MOTION by 

Makovsky/Tomandl to become members of Golden Sands RC&D. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

Discuss County Deer Advisory Council. Ashly will be on the council representing agricultural 

land in Taylor County. They want management to be done by habitat types before 

recommendations can be made. There are a lot of deer south of 64.  

 

Discuss/take action on contribution agreement with NRCS. MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to 

conditionally approve the NRCS-LCD contribution agreement upon reviewing the contract at the 

December regular LCC Meeting. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

Future Meetings and Events: 

Next LCC Meeting……………………………………..…..………………Tuesday, December 16th, 2014 (9:30 am) 

 

MOTION by Tomandl/Makovsky to adjourn at 12:15 p.m. MOTION CARRIED. 



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of August 12th, 2014 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW 

Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were 

David Krug, Chairman, JoAnn Smith, Daniel Makovsky, and Ray Soper. Joe Tomandl was absent. 

Ashly Steinke, County Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Bob Brandt, Grazing 

Specialist; Emily Bachinski, Conservation Assistant; Mark Berglund, The Star News; Bob Plawski, 

NRCS District Conservationist; Ed Zydzick, USDA Wildlife Damage Specialist; and Anna Mares, 

Invasive Species Coordinator were also present for part or all of the meeting. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Smith to approve the minutes of the June 10th, 2014 LCC regular 

meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Smith to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Smith to approve the 6/3/14 – 8/04/14 bills and the May-June budget 

analysis. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Old Business: 

LCD staffing and program update. 

 

Invasive Species Coordinator Introduction - Anna Mares, the UCISC coordinator started using 

the grant from the USFS July 10th. Her first priority will be to complete a terrestrial invasive 

species survey of the county. This is done by driving the roads and marking with a GPS the 

location of the invasives. A report will be written on the findings. The species of interest are 

purple loosestrife (60 spots so far), tansies, parsnip, knapweed, and Japanese knotweed. The 

surveying will continue for a few more weeks while the plants are visible. The survey may not be 

completed this year. The report will be used to educate write of way groups. A future project 

may be to partner with groups and use goats to control buckthorn. The Forestry Department 

and Beaver Creek will work together to further fund the position to survey Taylor County forests.  

 

Drinking Water Program 2014 - There was a very small increase of the amount of participants 

from 2013 to 2014. The cost of the subsidy was discussed. It was concluded that the cost most 

likely doesn’t play a huge role in participation. The charge will remain $25 per test. If others want 

to test for other parameters offered by the lab, they can use the subsidy for that. 

 

Conservation Assistant Hours and Funding - DATCP SWRM funding decreased by $19,000. This 

effects the Conservation Assistant position. In order to fund the position full time, the LCD needs 

to come up with $8,000. The County Accountant advised we request $8,000 for staffing and 

$2,000 for the drinking water program versus $10,000. There is around $20,000 left in the DWEP 

account, which would cover program costs if it were to go over $2,000. MOTION by 

Makovsky/Smith to continue the Conservation Assistant’s hours as 40 per week for 2015 by 

allocating $8,000 to staffing, previously allocated to the drinking water program. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

 



Grazing Specialist Position Funding - By the end of August, money from the GLCI grazing grant 

will be used up. NRCS agreed to work together to create a contribution agreement. They would 

be willing to match $15,000. It would make sense to use the money generated from the tree sale 

program. The match would cover 1.5 years of the grazing specialist position part time. The 

money would be administered by Taylor County. The money from the LCD would be used for 

activities in Taylor County, while money from NRCS could be used in Price County as well. The 

committee agreed that it is better to use the money for conservation rather than having it sit 

there. MOTION by Makovsky/Soper to approve the use of $15,000 from the tree sale program 

to match the NRCS’s $15,000 to fund the Grazing Specialist position. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

New Business: 

Reports 

Land Conservation Department – County Conservationist, reported: the no-till drill was used 

by 14 landowners totaling around 330 acres and generated about $2,780. Participation was 

lower than expected due to weather. There was an arm bent that will cost $300. There are 4 

more who want to use it. Nothing but good things were heard from those who used it. 

 

People are taking notice of the new manure ordinance. People are taking care of problems. 

There has been one ongoing situation of a pit overflowing. Family situations made it difficult to 

pump. It was pumped 1 foot down when the barn burned which resulted in cattle being sold. 

EQIP funds will be sought to close the pit.  

 

Natural Resource Conservation Service – District Conservationist, reported: There are 11 

CSP contracts for Taylor County. There is an annual payment for those who are good stewards 

of the land. A lot of EQIP funding went towards grazing. A variety of people attended the work 

group meeting. The meeting was to set resource concerns. The top resource concern was water 

quality degradation, followed by erosion, soil quality degradation, wildlife, and degraded plant 

conditions. The money allocated to the area will be split up as follows: 20% towards cropland, 

40% for pasture land, 5% to forests, and 35% for farmsteads. Historically farmstead conservation 

practices accounted for 52% of the allocation. It will be more difficult to fund manure storage. 

The allocation is down, $573,000, but money can be moved around the state based on use. 

Wetland determinations are caught up.  

 

Wildlife Damage Program – Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Deer damage complaints 

are increasing. There are complaints that tags are issued for damage while the DNR is limiting 

tags for the hunting season. The calculation of estimating winter survival is outdated and 

overestimated deer mortality this winter. It was created before deer had a steady supply of 

soybeans and corn all summer and fall. Ed collared wolves for the DNR. There has been a 19% 

decrease in the population. They do not want a 25% decrease. The amount of applicants for a 

wolf tag is down (14,000 applied). There will be 1,500 permits issued with 156 harvested. The 

Cattleman’s Association want 200. Wolf complaints are down. Hunters are in a hurry to get the 

numbers down, which will shut down wolf hunting in a hurry.  

 

Farm Service Agency: FSA is wading through the milk program.  

 



DATCP-GLCI Grazing Program-Grazing Specialist reported:  support for the position is 

appreciated. Has been making grazing plans for the NRCS pollinator program. There will be a 

pasture walk at Tomandl’s focusing on fertility of pastures in September. Will be putting in more 

hours in August.  

 

Northwest Land Conservation Association – Ashly Steinke, reported: There has been 

discussion on the poster and speaking contest.  

 

Discuss/take possible action on change of LCD Truck. The LCD truck is falling apart. The 

brakes went out on Ben while driving. It is a hazard and a working truck is important while 

transporting the drill. It is cheaper to buy a new truck with the discounts than a used truck 

without discounts. We have $7,000 set aside for a vehicle. The remaining amount, $18,000, can 

be requested from the County and included in the LCD budget. MOTION by Makovsky/Soper to 

use the $7,000 towards a truck and include the remaining $18,000 in the 2015 LCD budget to be 

reviewed at Finance. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Discuss/take action on the 2015 budget. Besides what was discussed, everything in the 

proposed budget is the same. MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to accept the budget as presented, 

with the $18,000 increase. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Farmland Preservation. The Farmland Preservation Plan expires in 2015. Without an updated 

plan, there would be no possibility of creating and AEA. There has been no interest in the past. 

Steinke questions whether we should spend so much time on something the County is not 

interested in. Soper asks if we do not update it this year, will there be a chance to take part in 

the program in the future. We may have the opportunity to re-write it again in another 10 years. 

Interest may grow by then. The decision of whether not to go forward with re-writing the plan 

will be re-visited.  

 

Future Meetings and Events: 

Conservation Observance Day……………………………………………..Friday, September 12, 2014, Augusta 

Next LCC Meeting……………………………………..…..……………..….…Tuesday, October 14th, 2014 (9:30 am) 

 

MOTION by Smith/Makovsky to adjourn at 12:02 p.m. MOTION CARRIED. 

 



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of June 10th, 2014 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW 

Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were 

David Krug, Chairman, JoAnn Smith, Daniel Makovsky, Ray Soper, and Joe Tomandl. Ashly 

Steinke, County Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Bob Brandt, Grazing 

Specialist; Emily Bachinski, Conservation Assistant; Mark Berglund, The Star News; and Deb 

Esselman, FSA County Executive Director were also present for part or all of the meeting.  

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Soper to approve the minutes, with one correction, of the April 8th, 2014 

LCC regular meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Makovsky/Smith to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the April 1st, 2014 - June 2nd, 2014 bills and the March-

April budget analysis. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Old Business: 

LCD staffing and program update.  

 

Steinke reported that the tree sale went well. The numbers sold this year were down, possibly 

due to the fact that there was no sale last year. Soper suggested putting an ad in the UW-

Extension flier.  

 

This spring made it difficult for everyone to use the drill who wanted to. The LCD received all of 

the grant support for the drill. So far around 300 acres were planted. Price County farmers used 

it more than Taylor County farmers because of soil conditions.  

 

Bob Brandt’s grant will be used up by August 31st, 2014. The grant proposal to fund 3 grazing 

specialists got through the pre-proposal stage. The next proposal is due June 23rd. Many letters 

of support are going to come from people like Jimmy Bramblett, NRCS State Conservationist. 

Bob would continue to work out of the Medford office, while the Golden Sands RC&D would 

handle the administration of the grant. There is a smaller amount ($14,000) for each grazing 

specialist that may be available from NRCS. 

 

Chapter 63 Animal Manure Ordinance Review/Approval. Ben Stanfley explained that the 

ordinance referenced old standards and needed updating. MOTION by Soper/Smith to review 

changes to the ordinance. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

63.03 - Soper suggested changing language in the second paragraph, last sentence. 

MOTION by Soper/Makovsy to change wording to state “One function of the Land 

Conservation Committee is to assist in the resolution of any animal manure and animal feeding 

operation disputes which might arise between residents of the county regarding agricultural 

operations” MOTION CARRIED.  

 



63.09 (12)(b) Idle manure storage facility wording was changed to be consistent with 

similar wording when referenced later on in the document.  

63.10(3) Livestock producer reference was discussed. The term is very broad. It was 

decided that meant 15 animal units or more to disqualify very small animal numbers.  

63.19(3)(e) Soper asked why it is necessary to specify the use of mulch in the ordinance. 

It was decided that it should say vegetative cover instead.  

63.23(2) Krug brought up using working days versus calendar days for time allowed by 

the LCD to get the permit application completed. The committee decided to leave it the way it 

was and use working days. 

63.24 The reference to the Waste Advisory Board was decided to be deleted because 

there is no such board. 

63.28 The fine for a violation is up to $500. Tomandl brought up that there should be an 

option to fine higher if need be. The committee agreed on up to a $1,000 fine each day there is 

a manure pit violation. 

63.33 Soper wanted to have clarified that ponds enclosed on a person’s property would 

not need a setback. It was decided to add an asterisk next to pond stating that “unless pond is 

enclosed on the property” 

 

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve revised Animal Manure Ordinance. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

New Business: 

Reports 

 

Land Conservation Department – County Conservationist, reported: A high capacity well 

permit was submitted by North Breeze Dairy to the DNR. The DNR wants more stipulations in 

the contract and returned it. They will also need a WPDES permit. There was a PR meeting held 

May 27th between UW-Extension and Jim Metz, with the LCD attending. The day before the 

meeting there was a manure spill at their Lake Breeze Site. A rubber hose was punctured that 

was piping manure. The oxygen levels in nearby Pipe Creek tested zero ppm, resulting in a fish 

kill. Plans will be based on 2,700 animals, while they hope to expand to 4,000 animals when they 

prove they have enough water. They would like to get started in the spring of 2015.  

 

The LCD will be writing a NOD grant to the DNR for a dairy in northwest Taylor County. They 

plan to expand by building a new heifer barn.  

 

Farm Service Agency – County Executive Director, reported: FSA is taking crop reports. 

Preventative planning wrapped up. PLC and ARC are coming out this fall. Dairy Margin program 

should be available September 1st. It is unknown how many will participate in this program. 

There are many criteria that have to be met to qualify for the livestock program. If the cattle 

died due to multiple days of -40 degrees, they may qualify. With the combining of the Clark and 

Medford offices, they are stronger. 

 

DATCP-GLCI Grazing Program-Grazing Specialist reported:  15 grazing plans have been 

delivered, with 3 revisions on the way. Bob Plawski tried to get work hours from NRCS but it was 

at an intern rate. There is $6,000 left for technical assistance and $1,000 left for education after 



May. There will be a 2 day fall tour in Ashland. There should be a maximum of 6 pasture walks 

this summer. Panorama Meets will be coming to Wisconsin. They are interested in developing an 

organic market. It would take 2 years minimum. 

  

Northwest Land Conservation Association – Ashly Steinke, reported: A sub-committee of 

the legislative and administrative committee met to discuss the Minnesota Legacy Amendment. 

It would take several years to make it possible for a similar tax in Wisconsin. Minnesota will have 

the tax for 25 years. 

 

Discuss/take possible action on hiring an Invasive Species Coordinator. USFS found $15,000 

more to add to the $20,000 invasive species project. Rather than devoting a few hours a week 

on the project, it was decided to hire an invasive species coordinator. HR made a contract for 

1150 hours at $20 per hour, with no benefits. Some of the money will go towards mileage, or 

towards LCD staff salaries for work that aids the project. The grant is good until 2016. The 

coordinator will work mostly in the summer and fall, with work in the winter focused on grant 

writing to extend the project. The coordinator has organized volunteers and worked on invasive 

species for 8 years. Office space is available at the LCD. Beaver Creek will offer office space for 

grant writing in the winter. MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to authorize Dave Krug, Chair, to sign 

the invasive species coordinator contract on behalf of the committee. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Future Meetings and Events: 

Next LCC Meeting……………………………………..…..……………..….…Tuesday, August 12th, 2014 (9:30 am) 

 

MOTION by Tomandl/Makovsky to adjourn at 12:10 a.m. MOTION CARRIED. 



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of April 8, 2014 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW 

Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were 

David Krug, Chairman, Scott Mildbrand, Ray Soper, and Tim Peterson. Ashly Steinke, County 

Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Bob Brandt, Grazing Specialist; Emily 

Bachinski, Conservation Assistant; Bob Plawski, NRCS District Conservationist; Mark Berglund, 

The Star News; Lanice Szomi, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D Program Manager; Ed Zydzik, Wildlife Damage 

Specialist; Deb Esselman, FSA County Executive Director; and Steve Suchomel, were also in 

attendance for part or all of the meeting.  

 

MOTION by Mildbrand/Peterson to approve the minutes of the February 11th, 2014 LCC regular 

meeting, and the March 17th, 2014 LCC Special Meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Peterson/Mildbrand to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Peterson/Mildbrand to approve the 2/4/14-3/31/14 bills. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

MOTION by Peterson/Mildbrand to approve the Jan.-Feb. 2014 budget analysis. MOTION 

CARRIED.  

 

Old Business: 

 

LCD staffing and program update. Emily passed the Wisconsin and International CCA exam. 

After application is submitted, the LCD will once again have a CCA in the office. Ashly will pursue 

certification after he goes through other certifications.  

 

Discuss A&M Dittrich Mink Ranch Developments. A closure plan was submitted on March 

19th and was denied by the LCD. A letter was sent that outlined the problems with the plan. 

Another plan was submitted March 28th and was approved April 1st. Ben and Ashly have been 

out to the site and noted concerns of the level of snow and rain in the pit. Any stream 

monitoring activities will fall with the DNR. 

 

Discuss DATCP SWRM Funding. The staffing grant allocation will be decreased for 2015. It was 

$118,000 for 2013, and $115,000 for 2014. Allocations will be given in July.  

 

Discuss Grant Applications. The LCD was not successful getting the AIS Control Grant. It was 

based on a point system. For example, points were given for the amount of lakes in the county. 

Taylor had less than the required amount of points. Soper suggested partnering with 

surrounding counties to make application stronger. There was no interest. The LCD received 

$5,000 from the NWTF (thought we were getting $2,000) to go towards the no-till drill. Steinke 

is currently partnering with Golden Sands RC&D to apply for a grant from the National Fish and 

Wildlife Foundation. This grant would fund 3 grazing specialist: one from Taylor County, one 

from Marathon County, and one from Portage County. It is due April 17th, and we will find out in 

August if we are successful.  



New Business: 

Reports 

Land Conservation Department – County Conservationist, reported: The tree sale pick up 

date will be in May.  

 

Natural Resource Conservation Service – District Conservationist, reported: the bee 

pollinator initiative is an effort to promote honey bees. Taylor County had 10 applications. They 

are in the ranking period and looking at practices they are willing to do. Practices include: forage 

and biomass planting, prescribed grazing, fences, perimeter plantings, and others. White clover 

is associated with bees and a good practice is to interseed it on pastures. ¾ of Wisconsin 

counties are eligible for the program. $600,000 is available. It is a pilot project between 5 states. 

The rules are coming out for CSP. There are 16 CSP contracts on hold in the county. NRCS came 

out with the 2013 report with highlights from the year. Local workgroups will be created for the 

purpose of ground up conservation. Taylor will be partnered with Price, Rusk, and Sawyer. The 

group will prioritize resource concerns and address them through EQIP. The group will include 

FSA, DNR, Pri-Ru-Ta, agro business, LCD, and anyone who wants to come. NRCS must reduce 

office space by 25%. They will do this by not hiring replacements for retirees.  

 

Farm Service Agency – County Executive Director, reported: There will be changes to 

programs. The dairy and milk program will be replaced with the dairy margin program. It is 

complicated and based on the production history. There is still the disaster program, set up for 

weather events. There won’t be a general sign up for CRP, but a continuing sign up. 250 offices 

will have to be closed in the future, and 800 less staff. They will accomplish this by not replacing 

the retirees.  

 

Wildlife Damage Program –Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: The deer index reached 

around 160. Points are added up based on days above 14” of snow and day time temperatures 

below 0 degrees. Standing corn may have been the deer herd’s salvation. They are finding a lot 

of dead fawns with no bone marrow, having starved to death. There is an estimate of 20-30% of 

the northern population is lost, and the dying isn’t done. The harsh conditions will hinder 

reproduction. Sightings of a wolf pack have been called in, and found proof of the pack. There 

have been no instances of wolf/dog fights due to people using dogs to hunt wolves. Goose 

shooting permits will be issued in May. They are re-prioritizing bear complaints and calls on a 1-

4 ranking system. Online registration of deer will affect deer damage payments. They are 

funding 1 position to handle feral swine populations in Wisconsin. There are less than 12 feral 

swine in Crawford County. Those who pen in hogs for hunting purposes will be monitored by 

the new position.  

 

DATCP-GLCI Grazing Program-Grazing Specialist reported: Organic Valley and Pioneer bank 

sponsored the March 25th dairy meeting. The Cattleman’s Association sponsored the April 3rd 

beef conference. 84 people attended to the dairy meeting, and 43 attended the beef meeting. 

The presentations went well. A list of names of people who will be using the no-till drill this 

spring was put together and he will call daily to make sure it is moving along. There are 15 new 

grazing plans to work on. They received a letter of recommendation from the head of WI NRCS 

to get funded for the grant from the NFWF. Lanice still helps with mailings and grant reports. 



There is $16,000 left in technical assistance money. There will be a couple of small presentations 

given in Amherst, and another at a soil health pasture walk for Marathon County.  

 

Northwest Land Conservation Association – Ray Soper reported: A NWLCA meeting was 

held at the WLWCA conference, which the entire LCC went to. Ashly said the conference went 

well. Ray liked the idea from the conference of collecting water data through a DNR program. 

Since the Yellow River is impaired, that could be monitored through the Gilman school.  

 

Discuss/take possible action on resolution. MOTION by Mildbrand/Peterson to approve the 

resolution requesting declaration of the second Saturday in May as international migratory bird 

day and forward it to the full county board. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Discuss/take possible action on Chapter 63 updates. Stanfley read over proposed changes to 

Chapter 63 manure ordinance. Mildbrand had the nutrient management requirement clarified. A 

nutrient management checklist will be required every year once a pit is put in. Animal units for 

mink are based on phosphorus levels. The chapter will be read more thoroughly by the 

committee before approval.   

 

Future Meetings and Events: 

 

Legislative and Administrative Committee Meeting, Stevens Point……..…………………..April 10, 2014 

County Con Meeting, Wisconsin Rapids………………………………………………………….…....May 8-9th, 2014 

Next LCC Meeting………………………………………..…..……………….….…Tuesday, June 10th, 2014 (9:00 am) 

 

MOTION by Peterson/Soper to approve possible attendance at the future meetings and events. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

 

MOTION by Peterson/Mildbrand to adjourn at 12:21 a.m. MOTION CARRIED. 



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of March 17, 2014 Special Meeting 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was held in the 

County Board room, Taylor County Courthouse, Medford, WI. Members present were David 

Krug, Chairman, Scott Mildbrand, Ray Soper, JoAnn Smith, and Tim Peterson. Ashly Steinke, 

County Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Emily Bachinski, Conservation 

Assistant; Jorn Mogensen, A & M Dittrich Mink Farm; Michelle Brown, A & M Dittrich Mink Farm; 

Matt Appel, Advanced Engineering Concepts; Steve Weise; Dennis Raasch, Goodrich Town Chair; 

Jason Julian, Town of Goodrich Supervisor; Katrina Julian; William Vannerson, Goodrich 

Supervisor; Ray Steen Jr., Town of Goodrich; Mark Berglund, The Star News; Catherine Lemke; 

Cassie Lemke; Erhardt Lemke; Dennis McCarthy; Patty Krug; Ken Schmiege, Attorney; were also 

in attendance for the meeting.  

 

MOTION by Peterson/Smith to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Chapter 63 Manure Pit Violation. Ashly Steinke reported that on Wednesday March 12, the 

Zoning Department received a phone call regarding a broken manure pit in the Township of 

Goodrich. The Zoning Administrator investigated the manure pit. On Thursday March 13, the 

Land Conservation Department went to the site and ordered the manure back in the pit. Manure 

settled to the bottom of the snow and was heading towards a creek. The breach in the side of 

the pit was plugged. Steinke answered questions from the LCC: The nearby stream is a tributary 

to Mink Creek, which leads to Rib River; a rough estimate of 50,000-100,000 gallons left the 

manure pit; it was assumed to be manure laden water; the field was in sod with a distance of 600 

feet between the pit and creek.; the manure was running underneath the snow; clay soil was 

used to build the pit back up with a backhoe; it is unclear how much of what was spilled was 

contained; it was not an accident; there was never any contact from the landowners before the 

incident; Randy Thums was the contractor; the responsibility of obtaining a permit and closing a 

manure pit properly lies with the property owner.  

 

Chapter 63 Manure Pit Violation Public Comment. Jorn Mogensen commented that he 

wanted to clean the place up and had no intensions of breaking the law or causing 

environmental problems and realizes the responsibility is his own. He has always had permits in 

the past and hasn’t tried to avoid them. He did not realize a permit was needed and told the 

contractor to close the pit that he thought was empty. Steve operated the backhoe and 

mentioned that the manure in the pit did not go over the bucket and thought it had been 

pumped. He didn’t realize there was that much manure in the pit. Jason Julian reported the pit 

was not pumped in the fall and that it was 2/3 full of manure, and not just rain water. The 

previous owner did not agitate so solids settled to the bottom, and liquid on top. Peterson said 

this is not the time of the year to be trying to close a pit. Dennis clarified that it has been 

customary for those who have questions on which permits are needed, that they communicate 

to the town so there are no problems. Ken Schmiege clarified that intent is not relevant in this 

case. Jorn answered that the last time animals were on the property was last summer while 

under the ownership of Dan Faber. Ashly wants transparency between farmers, the County, and 

the LCC in the future. 

 



MOTION by Soper/Peterson for the landowner to be fined by the Land Conservation Committee 

$100 per day starting March 12, 2014, the date of the breach of Chapter 63, until a manure pit 

closure plan is submitted and approved by the LCC designee, Ashly Steinke. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Peterson/Smith to adjourn at 9:55 a.m. MOTION CARRIED. 

 



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Minutes of February 11, 2014 

 

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW 

Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were 

David Krug, Chairman, Scott Mildbrand, Ray Soper, JoAnn Smith, and Tim Peterson. Ashly 

Steinke, County Conservationist; Ben Stanfley, Engineering Technician; Bob Brandt, Grazing 

Specialist; Emily Bachinski, Conservation Assistant; Bob Plawski, District Conservationist; and 

Steve Suchomel, were also in attendance for part or all of the meeting.  

 

MOTION by Mildbrand/Smith to approve the minutes of the December 18th, 2013 LCC regular 

meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Peterson/Smith to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

MOTION by Mildbrand/Soper to approve the 12/10/13-02/03/14 bills and November-

December 2013 budget analysis. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Old Business: 

 

LCD staffing and program update. Ashly reported that he presented to Little Black and Deer 

Creek on AEA development. Little Black is currently working on exclusive agriculture zoning first, 

and may revisit AEA development next year. The meeting for Deer Creek residents showed that 

there is a lack of interest this year. Ashly discussed with other professionals and the office 

decided to not go forward with submitting a petition for an AEA by March 31st this year. AEA 

development in Deer Creek will be re-visited in the future.  

 

Discuss/take action on procedures for exams. According to Human Resources, action taken 

during the December 18, 2013 LCC meeting was inconsistent with what has been done in the 

past. The 2013 employee handbook was read out loud stating that “Fees for professional 

licensures and certifications shall be reimbursed by the County provided it is required for the 

employee’s position,” and the unwritten rule states that the employee pays for exams until they 

are passed and then they get reimbursed. MOTION by Soper/Smith to rescind the following 

action taken on December 18, 2013 LCC:  “MOTION by Soper/Smith to have the procedure for 

taking exams for the purpose of becoming certified to having the County pay for the first exam, 

and the second if not passed on a case by case basis, for any required certifications. MOTION 

CARRIED.” MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Any other old Business. Lanice and Ashly applied for a SARE grant. They were denied to submit 

a full proposal. They will re-visit this grant in the future. The Yellow River is now listed as an 

impaired water body. It is now justifiable to target this watershed for future projects. The Little 

Black River may be listed as impaired in the future.  

 

New Business: 

Reports 

 



Land Conservation Department – County Conservationist, reported: There may be water 

quality trading of pollution credits from point sources that some places in Taylor County will 

have to look at. For example if a business or city is exceeding discharge standards of 

phosphorus, they will have to update their treatment or seek out partners to reduce their 

phosphorus output.  

 

The AIS control grant for about $107,000 from the DNR was submitted February 1st. One person 

from the DNR would like to see the County have a coordinator and helped with the application. 

The coordinator would have enough money to work for 3 years. The UCISC grant provided a 

match.  

 

Mark Schmidt, DNR Biologist; Mike Zimmer, Rusk’s County Conservationist, and Ashly are 

working together to find money for the purpose of increasing grasslands to benefit wildlife. 

They plan on working with farmers. 

 

Natural Resource Conservation Service – District Conservationist, reported: With the new 

farm bill, some processes are at a standstill. People are studying the farm bill. There was a 

setback with applications being wiped out. There were 65 applications for EQIP (7 for the 

conservation energy program – how to improve energy use), 17 for CSP, 2 barnyards, 7 pasture 

for grazing practices (fencing, prescribed grazing, water lines, pasture plantings), 4 nutrient 

management planning, 3 storage facilities, 2 comprehensive nutrient management plants, and 

pit closure applications. Application numbers are strong for this year. CSP is a 5 year program 

that says you will practice an additional conservation activity. Many think it is a lot of work, but 

those in the program do not regret it. There is still potential funding for the grazing position 

through programs such as the grassland initiative and the honey bee initiative. WRP and GRP 

are now combined into the Agricultural Easement Program. The regional conservation 

partnership program will fund local projects with local partners. The farm bill provides 57.6 

billion for conservation programs nationwide for 10 years. That is comparable to what we’ve 

had.  

 

Farm Service Agency – Smith reported on behalf of the County Executive Director: Shared 

management is working and they are still working through the farm bill. 

 

Wildlife Damage Program – Steinke reported on behalf of the Wildlife Damage Specialist: 

There have been no recent claims in Taylor County. We should be expecting to hear from the 

venison donation program soon. 

 

DATCP-GLCI Grazing Program-Grazing Specialist reported: Mid-January was very busy 

working with NRCS. Bob has been working on a beef grazing conference. He has been working 

with the Cattleman’s Association. It will be on April 3rd at Camp 28. There will be 4 speakers: a 

professor from UW-River Falls, and 3 grazing specialists. The cost is $12 with supper provided. 

The dairy grazing conference was cancelled, but there will still be a meeting. The speakers will 

include 2 from organic valley, a grazing specialist, and a business owner. Bob is thankful for the 

Cattleman’s Association because they will help draw a crowd.  

  



Northwest Land Conservation Association – Ray Soper reported: The Legislative and 

Administrative Committee met in Stevens Point, and he attended over the phone. The main 

topic of discussion was adaptive management regarding phosphorus and whether or not the 

WLWCA will stand behind it. The plant trying to reduce phosphorus will pay $50 per pound of P 

reduced. This will bring in money to the LCDs. The WLWCA supports the bill. The poster 

speaking contest was not attended this year, but it was agreed that participation from Taylor 

County will be revived. 

 

Discuss/take possible action on repayment of permit fees of projects that are not 

accepted. For EQIP applications, those with a permit are a higher priority for funding. Stanfley 

asked if the project is not approved, should the money paid towards the permit be refunded. 

The permit is paid ($1 per animal unite) towards the LCD. The LCD puts time and effort into 

putting together the application. The argument is that that is what the LCD is there for. Most are 

serious applicants because NRCS makes them go through a CNMP process. The code does not 

allow permits to last more than one year. Many agree that the problem would be solved if the 

code allowed the permit to last longer than a year. If they aren’t accepted for the current year, 

maybe they will next year. They can then pay one fee, and if they drop out they lose it. It was 

concluded that the ordinance should be studied, and then update the LCC on the findings and 

proposed changes.  

 

Discuss/take possible action on setting limits on the amount of money the LCD can spend 

without getting approval from the LCC. Krug and Mildbrand advised that regardless of 

amount, it would benefit the LCD to have discussions when dealing with programs. 

 

Discuss/take action regarding the Grassland Proclamation. Steinke mentioned that Taylor 

County (the Townships of Little Black, Browning, and Deer Creek) are a part of the Central 

Wisconsin Grassland Conservation Area. Steinke read the proclamation, regarding making April, 

2014 grassland month, to the LCC. MOTION by Mildbrand/Smith to approve the Grassland 

Proclamation and forward it to the County Board. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Discuss/take possible action on the AIS Resolution. Mildbrand had it clarified that the grant 

will go towards getting an invasive control program up and running. Steinke read the AIS 

Resolution to the LCC. MOTION by Peterson/Mildbrand to approve the AIS Resolution and 

forward to the County Board. MOTION CARRIED.  

 

Discuss potential funding avenues. In 2008, Minnesota passed the MN legacy amendment. It 

increased sales tax 3/8 of 1%. Residents voted it in to show support for clean soil and water. The 

amount is split up between 4 funds: outdoor heritage, clean water, parks and trails, arts and 

heritage fund. Wisconsin has stewardship money to buy land, but there is no money to manage 

the land. About 22 states have this type of a tax. As a result of the conservation benefits, tourism 

is benefited.  

 

Future Meetings and Events: 

 

Next LCC Meeting……………………………………………..……………….….…Tuesday, April 8th, 2014 (9:30 a.m.) 

Bob Brandt’s Pasture Walk.………………………………………………….…....February 27th, 2014 (Noon-2 p.m.) 



MOTION by Mildbrand/Peterson for LCD staff to attend Bob’s pasture walk in Marathon County. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

 

MOTION by Peterson/Smith to adjourn at 11:40 a.m. MOTION CARRIED. 


