
Price-Taylor Rail Trail Corridor Commission 

Westboro VFW Hall       

October 21, 2014 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order 

Meeting of the Price-Taylor Rail Trail Commission was called to order by President Marvin 

Kuenne on October 21, 2014, at 7:04 p.m. at the Westboro VFW Hall. 

 

Commission Members present:  Troy Larson, Bruce Meyer, Bob Meyer, Marvin Kuenne, and Mike 

Roiger.  Ex-Officio Member: Russ Aszmann.  Others present:   Corey Verdegan, Buzz Meyer, Scott 

Stalheim, and Gene Krug. 

 

Approve Minutes 

The minutes of the April 15, 2014, meeting were read.  Motion by Troy Larson and second by 

Bob Meyer to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda 

Motion by Mike Roiger and second by Troy Larson to approve agenda as presented.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Taylor County Pine Line Budget 

Russ Aszmann gave an update on the 2015 Taylor County budget.  He noted that they 

requested $7,500 from Taylor County for maintenance on the Pine Line.  The county has 

budgeted $5,000, pending full county board approval, for maintenance on the trail.  Discussion 

ensued about culvert replacement/fixing and associated costs.   

 

Adopt a Trail update 

Dave Lemke was not present to give an Adopt a Trail update.  Other members commented that 

the program is going well and almost the entire Taylor County portion of the trail is “adopted.”   

 

Russ Aszmann stated that the insurance company for Taylor County advised that every 

individual volunteering to perform work on the Pine Line should sign a liability release form.   

 

Pine Line Commission land for sale 

Mike Roiger gave a brief history of Commission land sales to adjacent landowners in the past.  

 

Discussion ensued about railroad right-of-ways and possibilities of the railroad taking back the 

entire ROW in the future.   

 

Gene Krug presented a map that showed a strip of land along the Pine Line near Whittlesey that 

the Lions Club, Branden Rousch, and Greg Krug would like to acquire that borders their current 

property.   

 



Motion Bruce Meyer and second by Mike Roiger to transfer to Whittlesey Lions Club, Branden 

Rousch, and Greg Krug the 50’ ROW adjacent to their current property.  Paperwork at expense 

of acquiring landowners and deeds to match past practices.  Motion carried.   

 

Culvert replacement 

Russ Aszmann referenced a culvert study that was conducted on the Taylor County portion of 

the Pine Line that identified 40 culverts on that portion.  Discussion ensued about whether to 

completely replace or repair/patch problem culverts as needed.  It was determined that problem 

culverts will have to be prioritized and fixed as money is available.   

 

Trail vegetation control 

Russ Aszmann mentioned a couple different options that are being considered to control the 

vegetation on the Pine Line.  They are considering possible herbicide application, box blading, 

and/or discing to deal with the sod buildup.  Members commented that discing would be the 

best option to break up the sod.  Corey Verdegan noted that Price County Forestry owns a 

breaking disc that could be used on the trail.  No action was taken and the matter will be 

discussed again at the next meeting.   

 

Any other business that may come before the Committee 

Russ Aszmann presented an email from Ken Shimko updating the environmental project by the 

old gas station in Westboro.  

 

Russ Aszmann presented a Taylor County Resolution to Commission members that details the 

terms and responsibilities of the Rail Trail Commission.  He believes that a very similar one exists 

for Price County. 

 

The status of Duane Wiles as a member of the Commission was discussed.  Eric Holm will try to 

contact Duane to determine his status on the Commission and take necessary action if needed.   

 

The treasurer’s report was given by Bob Meyer with a beginning balance of $1,714.87 and an 

ending balance of $1,714.87.  Motion by Troy Larson and second by Mike Roiger to approve 

treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.   

 

Marvin Kuenne stated that Terry Werner would like a season pass to drive elderly people on the 

Pine Line with his Model A.  Commission discussed it and granted permission. 

 

Next meeting was set for April 28, 2015, at 7 PM at the Westboro VFW Hall. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.   

 

Submitted by Corey Verdegan, Assistant Price County Forest and Parks Administrator 



Price-Taylor Rail Trail Corridor Commission 

Westboro VFW Hall 

April 15, 2014 
 
 
 

Call Meeting to Order 

Meeting of the Price-Taylor Rail Trail Commission was called to order by President Marvin 

Kuenne on April 15, 2014, at 7:04PM at the Westboro VFW Hall. 

 

Commission Members present:  Bruce Meyer, Bob Meyer, Marvin Kuenne, David Lemke, and 

Ron Heikkinen. Ex Officio Member: Russ Aszmann and Eric Holm. Others present:   Buzz 

Meyer, Doug Thums, and Scott Stalheim. 

 

Approve Minutes 

The minutes of the October 15, 2013 meeting were read.  In the Public Comment section, it 

was noted that the spelling of Almond Street should be Allman Street.  Motion by Dave 

Lemke and second by Ron Heikkinen to approve minutes as amended. Motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda 

Motion by Bruce Meyer and second by Dave Lemke to approve agenda as presented. Motion 

carried. 

 

Treasurer's Report 

The treasurer's report was given by Bob Meyer with a beginning balance of $2,825.67 and an 

ending balance of $1,714.87.  The Town of Westboro received a refund of $800.00 and 

Backwoods Service was paid $310.80 for trapping.    Motion by Ron Heikkinen and second by 

Bruce Meyer to approve treasurer's report.  Motion carried. 

 

Access from Tabbert Lane across Pine Line to Saecker Property 

Russ explained the situation to the commission.  Motion by Bob Meyer and second by Dave 

Lemke to grant Fred Saecker permission to cross the Pine Line to access his property to the 

east.  Motion carried.  Russ will send a letter of permission to Mr. Saecker. 

 

Test Well Notification Letter from DNR 

Russ presented a letter he received about GIS notification for the Pine Line Trail in Westboro.  

It was noted in the letter that any remaining soil and ground water contamination should 

naturally degrade over time.   The commission discussed the monitoring wells on Pine Line 

property.   A motion was made by Marvin Kuenne and second by Ron Heikkinen for Russ to 

contact the DNR and have them remove and/or cap the test wells on Rail Trail property.   

Motion carried.  Russ also needs to notify Meridan that the Rail Trail Commission is the DNR 

contact for any continuing obligations. 

 



Recent Supreme Court Decision Regarding Rail Trails 

The commission was made aware of the decision. Russ doesn't think the Pine Line will be 

affected.  The DNR is checking into the status of all Rails to Trails in the state to determine 

if any trails will be impacted.  No action taken. 

 

Land Use Agreement with Doug Thums 

Russ presented a "Land Use Permission Agreement" that was prepared by Taylor County 

Corp. Counsel (See Attachment)   Motion by Bob Meyer and second by Bruce Meyer to 

approve the Land Use Agreement for Doug Thums parking lot with the amended Exhibit A. 

Motion carried. 

 

Tony Matvka's Request to Clear Trees on Right of Way in Town of Westboro 

Commission discussed briefly. Tony was not at the meeting. No action taken. 

 

Brush Cutting Along Trail 

It was noted that JJ Brushing brushed the Taylor County portion of the trail in 2013 at a rate 

of $75.00 per hour. He did a very nice job.  Taylor County paid the bill and will get 

reimbursed through snowmobile supplemental. The commission noted that brushing is only 

to be every other year (Cut again in 2015) 

Dave Lemke brought up a proposal to have an "Adopt the Trail" program to help with trail 

maintenance.  He felt that bike clubs, 4-H clubs, the VFW or private individuals may be 

interested in mowing the trail surface and performing other light trail maintenance on 

portions of the Pine Line. 

 

Maintenance- Potholes- Culverts on Trail 

Commission discussed maintenance issues on the trail.  Motion by Dave Lemke and second by 

Bruce Meyer for the Rail Trail Commission to purchase 4 signs (2 for each county) for people 

maintaining the trail to display on their vehicles authorizing them to be on the trail.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Taylor County Land Auction Parcel 

Russ informed the commission that a small (.25 acre) parcel of tax deed property by Allman 

Street is up for sale. The consensus of the commission was to wait and see what happens at 

the Tax Deed Auction on May 9, 2014. 

 

Member Items 

Bruce Meyer wants to check the trail after the snow melts. 
 
 

Public Comment 

It was noted that a "Registered" marathon race is going to be held on the trail.  Buzz and 

Scott are going to replace a couple of sign posts. 

 



Next meeting was set for October 21, 2014, at 7 PM at the Westboro VFW Hall. Meeting was 

adjourned at 8:36 PM. 

 

Submitted by Eric Holm, Price County Forest and Parks Administrator 


