
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

November 13, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Brooks, Lemke, Soper, Hansen 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Chris Gengler and Scott Perrin from Taylor County Ambulance stationed 

at Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics; Bryan Wilson of the Star News; Brad Dahlvig from 

WIGM/K99 radio; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the October 9, 2015 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as written; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Soper made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Hansen 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, December 11, 2015 at 

9:00 a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:   A) Discuss/Act on Ambulance Bids – Gengler presented the committee 

with the one sealed bid that was received, which was from Rob Little Ambulance Service in 

Middleton, Wisconsin for a 2016 Ford Life Liner in the amount of $147,970.   She indicated that 

an ad ran in the local paper for three weeks advertising for bids but this was the only one 

received by the deadline.   

 

This is the same type of ambulance the county purchased in 2013, and it was purchased from 

the same company.  The ambulance service is very pleased with it.   

 

The possibility of ordering our ambulance with the Spencer Ambulance Service still exists. If that 

occurs, there would be an additional discount.  Spencer Ambulance is meeting in December to 

decide if they will be ordering a new ambulance. 

 

A Letter of Intent to Purchase must be submitted by December 31, 2015 if we want to secure the 

current price that was bid.  The ambulance would be delivered in April. 

 

Brooks made a motion to accept the bid; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Medical Examiner:   Perrin said everything is “status quo.”  They did send one body to Madison 

for a forensic exam.  The number of cremations is still high. 

 

Gengler and Perrin left the meeting. 

 



Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on “Agreement for Special Employment” with 

Bill Breneman – This is a renewal of the agreement already in place with Breneman in regard to 

his position as Emergency Management Director.  The only changes are the effective dates for 

2016. 

 

Hansen made a motion to approve the “Agreement for Special Employment”; Brooks seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Sheriff’s Report:  None 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Soper made a motion to approve the invoices 

from October, 2015; Hansen seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Brooks made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Soper 

seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 a.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

October 9, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Brooks, Lemke, Soper, Hansen 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Chris Gengler from Taylor County Ambulance stationed at Aspirus 

Medford Hospital and Clinics; Larry Brandl; Chief Deputy Larry Woebbeking; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the August 14, 2015 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as written; Soper seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Soper made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Brooks 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, November 13, 2015 at 

9:00 a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:   A) Discuss/Act on Purchase of New Ambulance – Gengler informed the 

committee that the Rib Lake ambulance, which is a 2006 model with 57,000 miles on it, has been 

needing frequent repairs.  The transmission is slipping and one can smell the odor of gear lube.   

The ambulance service would like to purchase a 2015 Ford gas model for $146,000.   The diesel 

model would cost $25,000 more.  If purchased before the end of the year, we could take 

advantage of a $6,400 rebate; after January 1, 2016 the rebate drops to $3,200.  The current 

ambulance has been depreciated out.  It would take at least four months to get the new vehicle. 

 

Soper questioned if there were extended warranties offered on these vehicles.  He is concerned 

that the vehicle is having mechanical problems with only 57,000 miles on it.  Gengler said there 

are no extended warranties offered. 

 

Hansen asked Brandl if there was money for this purchase. Brandl said the money would be 

taken from the county’s cash reserves and would be recouped through depreciation over the 

next seven years.  

 

Lemke made a motion to purchase a new 2015 gas ambulance, to be delivered in 2016; Brooks 

seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Roll call vote taken: Hansen, aye; Brooks, aye; Lemke, aye; 

Soper, nay; Lewis, aye.  Motion carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Purchase of Ambulance Power Cots – Gengler would like to purchase three 

power cots at a cost of $47,000.  Brandl said the money is in the cash reserves and would be 

recouped through depreciation over the next seven years.  Gengler said it would prevent back 



injuries for the staff and provide better safety for the team and the patients.  The cots would be 

able to hold a 750 pound person, versus 500 pounds for the current cots.  

 

Hanson made a motion to approve the purchase of the three cots; Lemke seconded the motion.  

Roll call vote taken:  Hansen, aye; Brooks, aye; Lemke, aye; Soper, nay; Lewis, aye.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Gengler and Brandl left the meeting. 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Ordinance to Repeal Section 3.08, Medical 

Examiner, County Employment, and Amend Section 14.04, Compensation, Medical 

Examiner, Taylor County Code 

 

Lewis said the ordinance was just cleaning up code language. 

 

Hansen made a motion to approve the ordinance change; Brooks seconded the motion.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Sheriff’s Report:  Chief Deputy Woebbeking informed the committee of a methamphetamine 

and other drug bust which had taken place in Stetsonville two days ago.  There were prior 

threats to law enforcement so the SWAT team was also deployed.  Drugs were found, along with 

numerous stolen items from recent burglaries. There were four arrests. 

 

Soper asked if the SWAT team had their new vehicle.  Woebbeking said that deal fell through.  

The county is still on a list for a free vehicle but if and when that will happen, we don’t know. 

 

Deputy Petersen’s squad, which is the K9 squad, was totaled in an accident down in Spencer.  

The K9 was not along at the time.  Spencer PD and the State Patrol are still investigating the 

incident.  The other driver’s insurance company, Progressive, may pay around $10,000; however, 

we don’t know yet if they will pay anything for interior equipment, such as the special cage for 

the dog.  A new cage will cost around $3,600.  The cage would include a climate control system 

for the dog, along with other features.  The department will be purchasing a Ford F150 for the 

new K9 squad.  An SUV was looked at; however, the F150 has a larger back seat area, is less 

expensive, and we can get one next week.   The dog cannot currently be utilized on a daily basis 

without the proper transportation equipment.   The K-9 officer is indicating he would rather not 

have a topper, only a tonneau.   

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Soper made a motion to approve the invoices 

from August and September, 2015; Hansen seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Hansen made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

Lemke seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 a.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted,    



 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

August 14, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Brooks, Lemke, Soper 

Members Absent:  Hansen 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Brian Wilson of the Star News; Larry Brandl; Julie 

Mushel-Schiltz from the Taylor County Humane Society; County Clerk Bruce Strama;  Chris 

Gengler from Taylor County Ambulance stationed at Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics; Scott 

Perrin, Director of Emergency Services, and Sharon Imbach, Staff Accountant, from Aspirus 

Medford Hospital and Clinics; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the June 12, 2015 meeting:  Lewis made one correction to the minutes.  

In the paragraphs addressing the closed session, it states that Hansen voted aye to return to 

open session when it should have said Metz.   Brooks made a motion to accept the minutes as 

corrected; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Lemke made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Soper 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, Sept. 11, 2015 at 9:00 

a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:   A) Discuss/Act on 2016 Ambulance Budget – Chris Gengler distributed 

copies of the proposed Ambulance Budget for the Calendar Year of 2016.  Net revenue is 

expected to increase by $24,010; expenses are expected to increase in the amount of $971.  

 

Soper made a motion to approve the ambulance budget for 2016; Brooks seconded the motion.  

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Medical Examiner:   A) Discuss/Act on Medical Examiner Budget - Scott Perrin told the 

committee that there was no projected change in the Medical Examiner budget for 2016.  He 

said the cases that needed to be investigated were static, with no change in expenses.  

Cremations were up, which increases revenue.   

 

Lemke made a motion to approve the Medical Examiner budget for 2016; Brooks seconded the 

motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Gengler, Perrin, and Imbach left the meeting. 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Reviewing Humane Society Services and 

Establish Payments for 2016 – Julie Mushel-Schiltz from the Taylor County Humane Society 



started out by thanking the committee for the county’s funding assistance for the Humane 

Society.   

 

She said the Humane Society has made an offer to purchase the Gentle Hearts boarding kennel 

and grounds for $120,000, which they would then use as the location of the Humane Society.  

They have $50,000 from their fund raising efforts and Gentle Hearts is putting another $70,000 

towards the purchase.  They hope to sign the papers in September and be moved in by January 

2016.   

  

Mushel-Schiltz said she hopes the Humane Society can be as independent as possible but, for 

now, respectfully asks the county to keep their budget the same.  They are not asking for an 

increase.  With a better constructed building, they are hoping heating costs will decrease, 

thereby saving the county some money there.   They would be on city water and sewer, though.  

 

There is a large entrance in the new building which would be used as a community room for 

such things as educational projects and rabies clinics.  The house on the five acre property 

would probably be used to house the cats, keeping them separate from the dogs. 

 

They will also have room to have animals spayed and neutered in their new facility.  The 

Medford Veterinary Clinic has agreed to perform the surgeries for the same cost as the “Fix Is In” 

program currently charges.   

 

Lemke asked if they would be using the garage on the property.  Mushel-Schiltz said they would 

use one stall for cars.  The rest of the building would be used for storage, for such things as dog 

food.  They may also convert part of the building into kennels for quarantining animals.   The 

previous owner, Rose Frelichowski, is leaving the lawn mower and a lot of other equipment, 

which would be stored in the garage.   

 

They will clean up the old building and take along what they can.   The county must give a 30 

day notice to Bauer’s, the owners of the current building being used for the Humane Society. 

 

Lewis stated that, as the current agreement runs through 2018, there is no need to take action 

on the agreement now. 

 

The Humane Society will contact the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office after they have moved into 

the new building and their new business plan is in place.   

 

B. Discuss/Act on 2016 Dog License Trust Fund Budget – County Clerk Bruce Strama 

distributed an Expenditure Budget Worksheet for the Humane Society.  The 2016 proposed 

budget is $125 less than in 2015, with a total of $48,425.   This may change after the move to 

the new building. 

 

Lemke made a motion to approve the budget of $48,425 and to adjust it accordingly next year; 

Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Strama and Mushel-Schiltz left the meeting. 



C.  Discuss/Act on 2016 Taylor County Sheriff’s Office Budget – Sheriff Daniels distributed 

the 2016 Proposed Budget.  The overall adjustment is in the black in the amount of $156,000.   

Anticipated revenue from the housing of Marathon County inmates is $200,000, which will be 

offset by some expenses such as telephone, food, etc.   

 

Radio maintenance is expected to increase by $10,000.  Sheriff Daniels is negotiating with the 

provider to get a maintenance contract based on time and materials, versus a flat fee.   

 

Air cards, which are needed to transmit radio signals from the squads to the radio system, will 

increase $3,000.  The estimate from last year was too low.  It is necessary to have this feature as 

the officers can no longer write paper tickets.  They must have access to TraCS to create tickets 

out on the road, as the State of Wisconsin no longer accepts handwritten tickets. 

 

The tower space agreement for the Perkinstown tower has increased by $2,000 to $5,200 per 

year.  This tower is the hub of our communications system. 

 

Jail meals are expected to increase by $25,000, due largely to the Marathon County boarders.  

Daniels is negotiating with Aramark, the kitchen food supplier, to get a reduced rate due to the 

increase in the number of meals.  

 

The budget for medical payments was increased by $5,000.  This line item is pretty much out of 

our control as it is driven by the need to treat whoever gets ill in the jail. 

 

Larry Brandl commented that the entire budget for TASO may be skewed by the effects of the 

increase in health insurance.  However, he said the numbers are reasonable overall. 

 

Brooks made a motion to approve the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office 2016 budget and to present 

it to the Finance Committee; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels reported that the two deputy sheriff vacancies have been filled 

by Joshua Budimlija and Jesse Holtz.  Holtz was promoted from the jail staff.  Field training 

reports on both of them have been good. 

 

One part time jailer went to full time, to replace Holtz.  One new part time jailer, Tim Ludwig, 

was hired. There is still one part time jailer vacancy, with no current eligibility list of possible 

candidates.  Lewis said the department needs to make a move on getting a new eligibility list for 

the part time jailer/dispatcher position.  

 

Brandl left the meeting. 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Soper made a motion to approve the invoices 

from June and July, 2015; Brooks seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Soper made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Lemke 

seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.   

 



Respectfully Submitted,    

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

June 12, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Hansen, Brooks 

Members Absent:  Soper, Lemke 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Brian Wilson of the Star News; Emergency 

Management Director Bill Breneman; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the May 8, 2015 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the minutes 

as presented; Hansen seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Hansen made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Brooks 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, July 10, 2015 at 9:00 a.m.  

Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the meeting 

date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:   None  

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels reported the county has received payment in excess of 

$68,000 for housing out of county inmates so far this year.  The budgeted amount was $20,000.  

There are currently 16 inmates being housed; however, the average has been between twenty 

and thirty from Marathon County. 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Hansen made a motion to approve the invoices 

from May, 2015; Brooks seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Purchase of UTV trailer – The cost of an 

aluminum UTV trailer would be approximately $3,500 - $4,000.  The cost of the trailer will be 

reimbursed through the State of Wisconsin ATV Patrol program.  

 

Hansen made a motion to approve the purchase of a UTV trailer; Brooks seconded.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Resolution Adopting the Taylor County Hazard Mitigation Plan – 

Emergency Management Director Bill Breneman said this resolution is the culmination of three 

to four years of work.  He said there has been good participation from the communities of 

Gilman, Lublin, Medford, Rib Lake, and Stetsonville, who either had to develop their own plan or 

participate with the county.   Breneman said the Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed to 



protect citizens from every day to extreme events and is designed to minimize damages from 

such events.  It was funded through a grant.   If communities have no plan in effect, they are not 

eligible for extra funds from the government.  

 

Brooks made a motion to approve the Resolution Adopting the Taylor County Hazard Mitigation 

Plan and to send the resolution to the County Board, after a typing error in the heading is 

corrected; Hansen seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

(The Resolution was returned to Linda Daniels for corrections.  She will mail the corrected 

Resolution to the committee members for their signatures.) 

 

Jim Metz joined the meeting. 

 

C. CLOSED SESSION – Call of the chair to go into closed session at 9:15 a.m. pursuant to Wis. 

Stat. 19.85(1)(c) for approximately one (1) hour for the purpose of conducting oral interviews of 

applicants for the two full time Deputy Sheriff positions.  Roll call vote taken:  Brooks, aye; 

Hansen, aye; Lewis, aye.  

 

Motion by call of the chair to return to open session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.83 to take any 

necessary action on issues discussed in closed session.  Roll call vote taken: Brooks, aye; Metz, 

aye; Lewis, aye. 

 

Motion by Brooks to certify the list of applicants, second by Metz. All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at the call of the chair at 

10:04 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

May 8, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. 

Members Present: Soper, Lemke, Lewis 

Members Absent:  Hansen, Brooks 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Donald Watson of the Star News; Bob Lee, County 

Board member; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the April 10, 2015 meeting:  Soper made a motion to accept the minutes 

as presented; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Lemke made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Soper 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, June 12, 2015 at 9:00 

a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:   None  

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels reported on Code Red sign-ups.  In the last two weeks, we 

have had 29 additional residential signups, 12 additional text signups, and 9 additional e-mail 

signups.  The total database is now 10,386.   

 

Our K9 officer has taken a position with the Medford Police Department.  The dog was returned 

to Arkansas to be retrained.  Three officers in our agency are interested in taking over the K9 

officer position.  Whoever is chosen will need to go to Arkansas for a two week training with the 

canine; this will probably be in June. 

 

The sheriff asked the committee for their assistance in moving the hiring process along more 

quickly.  Currently, it takes months to fill a vacated position due to the fact that we must first get 

the approval of the LEES Committee and then it must also be approved by the Personnel 

Committee.  In April, the LEES Committee approved hiring a deputy to fill a vacant position and 

we are still waiting for that item to be put on the Personnel Committee agenda, as no Personnel 

meeting has been scheduled.  Now, we have another vacancy.  The sheriff is looking for some 

way to speed up the hiring process.  

 

Lewis said in order to go around the Personnel Committee to fill a vacancy, the county code 

would need to be changed.  No position is guaranteed to be filled when someone leaves.  The 

sheriff asked if this was actually county code or just the county’s policy.    He said he is asking 



for this committee’s support as the long wait to hire replacements is affecting the department’s 

operations and the health of its people. 

 

Daniels reported that the administrative personnel in the department have completed a six week 

management training, which was through Northcentral Technical College.  He said it was a good 

program and a positive experience.  

 

The sheriff is going to speak with Jeff Ludwig, head of Maintenance, regarding the emergency 

electrical in our offices.  Currently, there is no electrical back-up in the offices of the sheriff or 

chief deputy.   

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Soper made a motion to approve the invoices 

from April, 2015; Lemke seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on MABAS – Lewis provided copies of the Mutual 

Aid Box Alarm System Agreement (MABAS), including three addendums, to the committee.   

Important features of the agreement are the non-liability for failure to rent aid, the fact that the 

incident commander would have authority over our personnel and equipment, and that we 

would cover our losses, such as workman’s compensation, equipment, etc.   

 

Lemke commented that he thought it was a repetition of what we already have.  Lewis indicated 

that this agreement extends beyond the current mutual aid agreements, going even into other 

states.    Lewis said he does not see a problem with joining MABAS and that it’s very unlikely 

that we would actually use it. 

 

The sheriff said it is nice to have agreements such as this in place ahead of time so when/if the 

need does actually arise, the department can apply the policy to their call-out.  The ground work 

would already have been laid. 

 

Soper asked who would make the determination as to whether or not we do participate in a 

call-out.  Lewis said the call would go to the fire chief and he would make the decision and 

request equipment and personnel if it was decided to provide assistance. 

 

Lemke made a motion to approve sending the resolution to sign onto the Mutual Aid Box Alarm 

System to the County Board; Soper seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Filling Vacant Deputy Position – One deputy has resigned and taken a job 

with the Medford Police Department; therefore, there is another vacancy which must be filled. 

 

Lemke made a motion to fill the vacant deputy position; Soper seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Soper made a motion to adjourn; Lemke seconded the 

motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    



 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

April 10, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Hansen, Brooks, Soper, Lemke, Lewis 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Chris Gengler from the Taylor County Ambulance 

stationed at Aspirus Medical Center; Medical Examiner Scott Perrin; Brian Wilson of the Star 

News; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the February 13, 2015 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Lemke made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Hansen 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, May 8, 2015 at 8:00 a.m.  

Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the meeting 

date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  The hospital has revised their organizational chart.  The Taylor County 

Ambulance stationed at Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics is no longer under the supervision 

of David Warren, Executive Director of Diagnostic and Treatment.  Scott Perrin, Director of 

Emergency Services, is now the supervisor of the ambulance service.  

 

Medical Examiner:   Scott Perrin told the committee that for 2014 they had 43 investigable 

deaths, 99 cremations, and 130 death notifications of which 80 were hospice patients.   

 

So far in 2015, they have had 6 investigable deaths, 22 cremations, and 33 death notifications of 

which 22 were hospice patients.   

 

Perrin mentioned that the number of hospice patients has increased significantly in the last two 

years. 

 

There have been no staff changes. 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on MABAS – Lewis brought this before the 

committee, after having discussed it at the Fire Commission meeting.   MABAS is a state wide 

mutual aid system which will provide a greater level of fire and emergency medical services to 

the communities and citizens of Taylor County.  Lewis said that “a call for help is what it’s all 

about.”  The system has been in existence since the 1960’s.  

 



Any calls for assistance would go through a state coordinator, who would then make the 

necessary contacts to provide the needed assistance.  There is no obligation to respond on the 

part of the fire department or ambulance service that is called.  If they are short on personnel or 

busy with their own emergencies, they could decline the request.  The cost of providing 

assistance, for equipment and wages, would fall back on the municipality providing the 

assistance.   Otherwise, there are no upfront costs.  The county’s Emergency Management 

Director and/or sheriff would contact the state coordinator for assistance.  He could make that 

call without waiting for a disaster declaration from the governor. 

 

The sheriff said the system is good as it will let other departments know who has already 

responded to an emergency, so services are not duplicated. 

 

Lewis had handed out a packet, which included a resolution.  Lewis explained that this resolution 

is required by State Statute in order to become part of the mutual aid system.   Fire and 

ambulance are both included in the resolution.  

 

All of the fire departments in Taylor County, with the exception of Westboro, have expressed a 

desire to become part of the system, so far.  The state government has authorized counties to 

work together on this, but all the municipalities must be in agreement.  If this committee does 

not approve this program for the ambulance service, the county in its entirety will not be able to 

use the system.  

 

The county already has Memos of Understanding with surrounding counties for mutual aid 

assistance for fire and ambulance.  This mutual aid system is state wide and even beyond state 

lines. 

 

Lewis thought there may need to be a change in the wording of the contract with the hospital 

for ambulance services.  Gengler did not think there would need to be any changes as the 

ambulance services already had such wording for providing assistance to the S.W.A.T. team.  

 

Perrin said the mutual aid agreement really wouldn’t change anything as their exposure would 

be pretty limited and they could still refuse to provide assistance; it is not a commitment 

because you can refuse.   If nothing else, they will get an updated emergency contact list out of 

it.    He did note that the resolution in the packet is Addendum C; he thinks the committee 

should see Addendums A & B and the mentioned contract prior to approval.   

 

Lewis asked if they need more information or if the committee wanted to send the matter on to 

the county board.  Lemke would like Attorney Schmiege to look over the 

agreement/contract/resolution prior to voting on it; Soper agreed.    Lewis said there was no 

deadline, that we are just beginning the process; he was in agreement.   

 

Scott Perrin left the meeting. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Filling Vacant Deputy Position – One of the younger deputies has resigned 

and moved back to his home town; therefore, there is one vacancy which must be filled. 

 



Lemke made a motion to fill the vacant deputy position; Brooks seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

C.  Discuss/Act on Filling Jailer Dispatcher Positions – Some of these positions have already 

been authorized by this committee and also the Personnel Committee.  The sheriff is asking for 

one existing full time position to be filled and also three vacant part time positions.   

 

Soper made a motion to fill the three part time positions and the one existing full time jailer 

position; Lemke seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  The sheriff reported that we are currently housing 28 Marathon County 

inmates.  We have had as many as 30.      

 

A Proposal for Armored Vehicle Purchase (MRAP) for SWAT Team, prepared by Detective 

Sergeant Steve Bowers, was provided to the committee.  The Sheriff’s Office has agreed to 

accept the transfer of a used 2012 MRAP from Eau Claire County, who had obtained the MRAP 

through the federal government’s 10-33 program.  The Sheriff’s Office will pay $4,300 to Eau 

Claire County S.O., which is what they paid to have it shipped to them from the 10-33 program; 

a $500 fee to the 10-33 program to transfer the MRAP to Taylor County; $200 for additional 

seating; $800 for lights and radio with installation; and the cost of painting the vehicle, for a 

total of $5,800 plus painting.  The sheriff called this cheap insurance for officers’ lives.   The 

S.W.A.T. fundraiser monies will pay for the vehicle.   

 

A meeting was held with TDS, who informed us they will have a status of “End of Support” in 

2016 for the current 9-1-1 telephone system.   TDS said the department will need to switch over 

to the “next generation” of 9-1-1 systems; however, no one currently knows what that is.   The 

sheriff is hoping that at least one LEES committee member will form an ad hoc committee to 

decide this matter as a collective group.  Funding is going to be the major issue.  Currently, and 

in the past, the revenue has been obtained from surcharges on land lines; however, there are 

fewer and fewer of those.  Hansen said the matter should be addressed as a fee on cell phones 

to get around this problem.  

 

Soper asked if there was any hope of getting this fixed through the state budget.   Lewis said he 

did not think that was going to be a possibility.   Lewis encouraged the committee members to 

contact their state legislators for help on this issue.  He said Senator Petrowski is very 

knowledgeable. 

 

At the last meeting, Soper had asked that the department better inform the public about Code 

Red.   The sheriff did mention this to Emergency Management and the head of the Health 

Department and, as a result, they did put an ad in the paper.  They will track the response. 

 

Chris Gengler left the meeting. 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Hansen made a motion to approve the invoices 

from February and March, 2015; Lemke seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 



Adjournment:  With no further business, Lemke made a motion to adjourn; Brooks seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,   Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

February 13, 2015 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Acting Chair Hansen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Hansen, Brooks, Soper, Lemke 

Members Absent:  Lewis 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Chris Gengler from the Taylor County Ambulance 

stationed at Aspirus Medical Center; Larry Brandl; and Betty Danen. 

 

Approve Minutes of the December 12, 2014 meeting:  Lemke made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Approve Agenda:   Soper made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Brooks 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, March 13, 2015 at 9:00 

a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  A. Discuss/Act on 2014 Subsidy Request.  Chris Gengler presented the 

“Memorial Health Center Ambulance Subsidy Request, Calendar Year 2014” to the committee.   

The ambulance service had 5.5% fewer ambulance runs than expected (709 actual, 750 

projected); however, actual expenses were also lower by 1.3% ($562,697 actual, $569,989 

projected).  Projected revenue was $380,187 while actual revenue was $394,397.  The requested 

county subsidy at this time is $168,300, which is $21,502 less than proposed in the 2014 budget.  

 

Salaries and benefits were higher than budgeted due to the new employee hired to cover EMT 

services in Rib Lake and Gilman.  Gengler indicated that staffing is much better now. 

 

Lemke asked who owned the ambulances.  Brandl said that the county owns both the 

ambulances and the equipment.  Lemke asked if the hospital planned to change this; Gengler 

said there are no such plans, and things should stay as they are. 

 

Lemke made a motion to approve the Ambulance Subsidy Request for Calendar Year 2014 in 

the amount of $168,300; Soper seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Brandl and Gengler left the meeting. 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

 

 



Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Resolution Expressing Appreciation to 

Deputy Sheriff Anthony T. Schuett for His Outstanding Performance on October 1, 2013 

and B. Discuss/Act on Resolution Expressing Appreciation to Deputy Sheriff Corey J. 

Dassow for His Outstanding Performance on October 7, 2014 -  Hansen began the 

discussion by stating that while both deputies are to be applauded for what they have 

accomplished, he questions the need for a resolution to recognize them for winning a law 

enforcement competition.  He thought it would be more appropriate to have an article in the 

local newspaper.  He stressed that this is just his opinion, and wanted that to be made clear.   

 

Daniels told the committee that the department does have an awards program to honor 

deputies’ accomplishments.  In fact, there will be such an award program on Monday, February 

23, 2014, at which time Sgt. Craig Amundson will be receiving an award for saving a heart attack 

victim’s life.  Daniels said that he submits information to the newspaper but sometimes it runs 

and sometimes it doesn’t, depending upon how much space they have, and he doesn’t want 

anyone to feel slighted.   He believes the deputies feel a sense of pride when they receive 

approval from the board. 

 

Lemke thought it was a good thing to let the public know about these accomplishments as it 

shows how the county dollar is being spent and it keeps the public informed as to how the 

department is working to serve the community.  He thinks the resolutions are a good idea. 

 

Soper made a motion to approve both of the resolutions; Hansen seconded the motion.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  The sheriff reported that he would like to implement a new ordinance 

regarding warrant fees.  If a person is picked up on a warrant in another county, they would be 

charged a fee equal to 10% of the amount on the warrant, plus mileage.  The department would 

try to recover the costs through restitution.  Other counties have this ordinance and have had a 

good success rate.  The sheriff believes it to be appropriate.   He will need to work with Judge 

Ann Knox-Bauer and D.A. Kristi Tlusty to work out the details.     

 

Lemke asked what happens to the person’s vehicle if they are picked up in another county.   

Daniels said that is their liability. 

 

As for the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office 2014 budget, as of now, expenditures are 2% under 

budget; however, not all 2014 bills have been received as of this date. 

 

On Monday, February 23, 2014 at 5:00 p.m., the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office employees will 

gather at the Medford Elementary School for a group photo, which will go into a booklet being 

put out by a company that works to stop drug use and violence.  The employees will then 

adjourn to the courtroom at the courthouse for a staff meeting, at which time certain 

employees’ deeds/accomplishments will be acknowledged.  Correctional Officer Kevin Mayer 

and Deputy Lisa Kauffman will be honored for defusing a situation and protecting others against 

a violent offender in the courtroom and jail.  Sgt. Craig Amundson will be honored for saving the 

life of a heart attack victim.  Years of service will also be recognized.  Sheriff Daniels encouraged 

the committee members to attend.  



The sheriff reported that TDS is going out of the 9-1-1 business.  Telephone companies 

traditionally pass along a service charge to their customers to help offset their purchases; 

however, these charges are not adequate to pay for 9-1-1 services that are necessary.  Daniels 

asked the committee to encourage the State to adjust the surcharge accordingly so it doesn’t 

impact 9-1-1 services.  Daniels reported that a deaf person currently has no way to call 9-1-1 

from a cell phone.  New technology will be mandated to make that possible, at our expense.    If 

a person who lives out of the county uses 9-1-1 services while in our county, we would not 

receive the surcharge fee here in our county.   

 

Soper asked if the county signed up as many people for Code Red as they had hoped, is the 

population aware of Code Red, do they need a reminder?   He personally knows of people who 

have not heard about it.    Daniels said they have been trying to get the word out – it was in the 

newspaper for three weeks and he has attended social functions to try to get the word out.  

Soper thought that social media may be useful in spreading the word.  Hansen indicated that 

when you sign into the Taylor County website home page there is a box asking you to sign up 

for Code Red.  Lemke asked if it told them what Code Red is on the home page; no, it doesn’t. 

Daniels said that it’s not a problem to get the information onto a website; the problem is with 

maintaining the website.   Soper asked if the Health Department would have money for 

advertising Code Red.  Daniels said he would check with Patty Krug.   

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Brooks made a motion to approve the invoices 

from December, 2014 and January, 2015; Soper seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Lemke made a motion to adjourn; Brooks seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:28 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

 

Betty Danen 

 


