
CHILDREN’S COMMUNITY OPTIONS PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Monday, September 12, 2016 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  The Children’s Community Options Program Advisory Committee 

meeting was called to order by Donna Kalmon on September 12, 2016 at 1:05 p.m. at Taylor 

County Human Services Department/Board Room. 

 

Members Present: Kim Lewandowski, Donna Kalmon, Lori Willner, Michele Armbrust, Roxanne 

Dachel, and Cheryl Ketelhut.   

 

Members Absent: Joseph Greget 

 

Approve Minutes of the June 20, 2016 meeting:   A motion was made by Michele Armbrust to 

approve the minutes of the June 20, 2016 meeting.  Kim Lewandowski seconded the motion. 

Motion carried unanimously.   

 

Approve Current Agenda:  Cheryl added an item to the agenda.  Before discussing the update 

regarding Family Care, Approval of the 2017 CCOP Five-Year Plan was added.  A motion was made 

by Michele Armbrust to approve the agenda as amended.  Lori Willner seconded.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Public Input:  Child Development Days is 10/12/2016 at the Medford Area Elementary School.  

Children will be screened to determine if they are meeting developmental milestones.  Their vision 

and hearing will be screened and Marshfield Clinic Dental Center will be having dental screenings 

as well. 

   

Update regarding Children’s Community Options Program (CCOP):  Recently it was confirmed 

that children placed in foster care, adjudicated delinquents and illegal immigrants may receive 

funding through CCOP.  These children still need to meet other eligibility requirements to receive 

CCOP funds.  We have one child in foster that that meets the eligibility criteria but otherwise do 

not foresee this change increasing the number of families receiving CCOP funding.  While Taylor 

County has received the funds from the State for the CCOP funding and has been able to 

reimburse families, the State has yet to finalize the recording system they would like us to use so 

spending can be tracked by the Department of Health Services.  This system is being developed 

and in the third quarter of 2016 it is expected to roll-out to the counties.  The state is continuing 

to update counties as the guidelines are developed and finalized.  Cheryl will keep this committee 

updated on changes as needed. 

 

2016 Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report, Family Support Report and 

Birth to Three Reports:  Handouts were distributed which detailed the following information: 

 

Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report:  Fourteen children have received funding 

from the Children’s Long Term Support Waivers in 2016.  Currently we have 10 children receiving 

funding: 3 with ongoing autism services, 1 with intensive autism services and 6 in other target 

groups.  Four children no longer have CLTS as one has moved and three are not in programs for 

adults.  Cheryl reported that families of children in school after a child is eighteen may continue 



to receive funding from CLTS waivers but depending on the service needs of the child the CLTS 

waivers may not fund the needed services.  In that case the child may transition to adult funding 

sources.  On the other hand there are services CCOP funds that adult funding may not.  When a 

child is in the range of 18-21 the Case Manager, DD Coordinator and the family work together to 

determine what funding source best meets the needs of the child and family.  There are no 

children on the waiting list for Children’s Long Term Support Waiver funding in Taylor County.  

 

Birth to Three Program Report:  This program has received 29 referrals in 2016, with 40 families 

served in 2016 and 24 currently in the program.  There are four pending assessments.  Cheryl 

reported that the number of referrals continues to be high. 

 

Children’s Community Options Program: 

DHS Allocation     $20,050 

Administration     -$  2,000 

Program Allocation for Services   $18,050 

Carry Over from 2015                 +$ 1,048 

Total Allocation for Services     $19,098 

Program Expenditures    -$  9,753 

 Remaining Service Funds    $  9,345  

 

Eighteen children/families are approved for Children’s Community Options Program funding in 

2016 and 12 families turned in receipts.   

 

Motion made by Kim Lewandowski and seconded by Roxanne Dachel to accept the CLTS, Birth to 

Three and CCOP Reports.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Review and Approve the 2017 C-COP Five-Year Plan:  Cheryl distributed copies of the five year 

plan and members reviewed it in detail.  Michele Armbrust motioned to accept the plan as written 

without change.  Donna Kalmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Update Regarding Family Care:  Cheryl reported that Taylor County was informed by the 

Department of Health Services (DHS) that adults receiving funding for services through the 

developmental disabilities, physical disabilities and frail elder long term support waivers (LTS 

Waivers) will be transitioning to funding through the Family Care Program in the third quarter of 

2017.  Members were informed this will not affect children’s services in the Birth to Three Program, 

CCOP or CLTS waivers.  However as children turn ages 18-21 families will be evaluating the funding 

options for the child.  As is presently the case, Family Care will fund certain services, just as CLTS 

and CCOP fund certain services.  Families will be offered options and then decide what options(s) 

are best for the family/child.  Each circumstance may be different depending on the child/family 

needs.  All adults receiving funding through the LTS Waivers will meet with staff from our local 

Aging and Disability Resource Center to discuss options for continued funding.  They can choose 

from three options:  dis-enroll in funding all together, enroll in Family Care or enroll in IRIS.  IRIS 

is the I Respect I Self-Direct Program in which the participant coordinates their own services and 

does not have a case manager.  There are a total of seven counties that will transition to Family 

Care in 2017.  Six counties will transition in the third quarter of 2017 (Adams, Florence, Forrest, 

Oneida, Taylor and Vilas) and then Dane County is scheduled to transition in the last quarter of 



2017.  Taylor County Human Services staff met with DHS and other counties that are transitioning 

to discuss timelines and responsibilities.  Cheryl will update this committee regarding Family Care 

at each meeting.  

 

Other Business:  None 

 

Confirm Next Meeting Date: December 12, 2016 at 1:00 at Taylor County Human Services. 

 

Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn was made by Donna Kalmon, second by Michele Armbrust.  Meeting 

adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheryl Ketelhut 

Developmental Disabilities Coordinator/Taylor County Human Services 

  



CHILDREN’S COMMUNITY OPTIONS PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Monday, June 20, 2016 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  The Children’s Community Options Program Advisory Committee 

meeting was called to order by Donna Kalmon on June 20, 2016 at 1:10 p.m. at Taylor County 

Human Services Department/Board Room. 

 

Members Present: Kim Lewandowski, Donna Kalmon, Lori Willner, Michele Armbrust, Joseph 

Greget, and Cheryl Ketelhut.   

 

Members Absent: Roxanne Dachel 

 

Approve Minutes of the March 14, 2016 meeting:   A motion was made by Michele Armbrust 

to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2016 meeting.  Kim Lewandowski seconded the motion. 

Motion carried unanimously.   

 

Approve Current Agenda:  A motion was made by Michele Armbrust to approve the agenda.  

Joseph Greget seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Input:  None 

   

Update regarding Children’s Community Options Program (C-COP):  Cheryl Ketelhut reported 

that while representatives from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services have held monthly 

teleconferences with updates regarding program changes, there have been many questions 

regarding administration and services allowed within this program.  Basically services are staying 

the same and there is no change in the payment for services.  However the $3000 limit per family 

per year is not continuing.  Cheryl would like wait for further guidance from the State in this area 

before recommending to this committee a policy regarding annual funding limits per family.  In 

the past the $3000 limit in Family Support has allowed the program to meet the needs of more 

families.  Recently it was found out that children placed in foster care and adjudicated delinquents 

may receive funding through C-COP, which is new.  These children still need to meet other 

eligibility requirements to receive C-COP funds.  We have one child in foster that that meets the 

eligibility criteria but otherwise do not foresee this change increasing the number of families 

receiving C-COP funding.  The state is continuing to update counties as the guidelines are 

developed and finalized.  Cheryl will keep this committee updated on changes as needed. 

 

2016 Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report, Family Support Report and 

Birth to Three Reports:  Handouts were distributed which detailed the following information: 

 

Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report:  Fourteen children have received funding 

from the Children’s Long Term Support Waivers in 2016:  4 with ongoing autism services, 1 with 

intensive autism services and 9 in other target groups.  There are no children on the waiting list 

for Children’s Long Term Support Waiver funding in Taylor County.  

 

Birth to Three Program Report:  This program has received 18 referrals in 2016, with 34 families 

served in 2016 and 23 currently in the program.  There are four pending assessments. 



Children’s Community Options Program: 

DHS Allocation     $20,050 

Administration     -$  2,000 

Program Allocation for Services   $18,050 

Carry Over from 2015                 +$ 1,048 

Total Allocation for Services     $19,098 

Program Expenditures    -$  6,122 

 Remaining Service Funds    $12,976  

 

Seventeen children/families are approved for Children’s Community Options Program funding in 

2016 and 11 families turned in receipts.   

 

Other Business:  Joseph Greget reported that Family Fun Night will be held tonight at the pool 

at Medford City Park.  There will be a picnic on August 3 to celebrate the lives of two former 

students who attended Medford Schools and have since passed away.  August 5 is Special Need 

Swim Day from 9:00 – 11:00 at the pool at Medford City Park.  There will be a series of programs/in-

services this summer addressing the mental health needs of students.  New staff have been hires 

for special education staff at Medford Schools.  The special needs students age 16+ and their 

representatives met with Amber Fallos of Black River Industries (BRI) to discuss changes in the 

requirements to receive pre-vocational services at BRI.  Those interested will be attending BRI to 

secure availability of increased options for pre-vocational training as they age. 

 

Michele Armbrust reports that Taylor County now has a Drug Effected Children Program (DEC).  

We were the last county in the State to establish this.  DEC is a team of community members from 

various agencies who come in contact with children affected by drugs.  Law enforcement, Human 

Services, corrections, school and others are on the committee for this program.  There is a 

campaign starting to increase education and awareness regarding increasing methodone use in 

the area.   

 

Donna Kalmon asked committee members for contacts regarding increasing awareness of 

hydrenencephaly.   

 

Confirm Next Meeting Date: September 12, 2016 at 1:00 at Taylor County Human Services. 

 

Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn was made by Michele Armbrust, second by Kim Lewandowski.  

Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheryl Ketelhut 

Developmental Disabilities Coordinator/Taylor County Human Services 

  



CHILDREN’S COMMUNITY OPTIONS PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Monday, March 14, 2016 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  The Children’s Community Options Program Advisory Committee 

meeting was called to order by Kim Lewandowski on March 14, 2016 at 1:10 p.m. at the USDA 

Building, UW Extension Room #2. 

 

Members Present: Kim Lewandowski, Donna Kalmon, Lori Willner, Roxanne Dachel and Cheryl 

Ketelhut.   

 

Members Absent: Michele Armbrust and Joseph Greget 

 

Approve Minutes of the December 14, 2015 meeting:   A motion was made by Donna Kalmon 

to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2015 meeting.  Roxanne Dachel seconded the 

motion. Motion carried unanimously.  Note that the Family Support Program ended 12/31/2015 

and the funding source is now called the Children’s Community Options Program. 

 

Approve Current Agenda:  A motion was made by Lori Willner to approve the agenda.  Donna 

Kalmon seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Input:  None 

 

2015 Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report, Family Support Report and 

Birth to Three Reports:  Handouts were distributed which detailed the following information: 

 

Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report:  Fourteen children received funding from 

the Children’s Long Term Support Waivers in 2015:  4 with ongoing autism services, 1 with 

intensive autism services and 9 in other target groups.  There were no children on the waiting list 

for Children’s Long Term Support Waiver funding in Taylor County.  There was one child on the 

State waiting list for intensive autism services. 

 

Birth to Three Program Report:  no report due to technical problems at the State Level 

 

Family Support: 

DHS Allocation     $20,050 

Administration     -$  2,000 

Program Allocation for Services   $18,050 

Carry Over from 2014                 +$    900 

Total Allocation for Services     $18,950 

Program Expenditures    -$16,336 

 Remaining Service Funds    $  2,614  

 

Fifteen children/families were approved for Family Support Program funding in 2015 and 14 

families turned in receipts.  The Department of Health Services may allow us to carry over all or a 

portion of the remaining funds into 2016. 

 



2016 Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report, Children’s Community Options 

Program Report and Birth to Three Reports:   

 

Children’s Long Term Support (CLTS) Program Report:  Fourteen children are currently receiving 

funding from the CLTS Waivers:  4 with ongoing autism services, 1 with intensive autism services 

and 9 in other target groups.  There are no children with assessments in progress and there are 

none on the waiting list for CLTS Waiver funding.  The child on the State waiting list for intensive 

autism services and the end of 2015 is not receiving services.  In October 2016, the one child with 

CLTS Waiver funding for intensive autism services will transition to the Medical Assistance card 

paying for the same services.   

 

Birth to Three Program Report:  Due to technical difficulties an accurate count of children served 

in the Birth to Three Program in 2016 is not available.  It is anticipated those difficulties will be 

resolved this week.  Currently there are 27 families enrolled with 2 pending assessments and 6 

referrals in 2016.  

 

Children’s Community Options Program 

DHS Allocation     $20,050 

Administration     -$  2,000 

Program Allocation for Services   $18,050 

Program Expenditures    -$  2,279 

 Remaining Service Funds    $15,771 

 

Fifteen children/families are approved for Children’s Community Options Program funding in 2016 

and six families have turned in receipts.   Cheryl Ketelhut explained that the per diem and mileage 

payments received by committee members are taken out of the administrative fee. 

 

Roxanne Dachel made a motion to accept the 2015 Children’s Long Term Support Waiver, Birth 

to Three and Family Support Program Reports and the March 2016 Children’s Long Term Support 

(CLTS) Program, Children’s Community Options Program and Birth to Three Reports.  Donna 

Kalmon seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

   

Update regarding Children’s Community Options Program:  Cheryl Ketelhut reported that the 

recent budget passed by legislators eliminates the Family Support Program.  The funding for FSP 

will continue through the Children’s Community Options Program (C-COP).  The amount of 

funding did not change.  However, Cheryl Ketelhut reported that while representatives from the 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services have held monthly teleconferences with updates 

regarding program changes.  There have been many questions regarding administration and 

services allowed within the program.  Basically services are staying the same and there is no 

change in the payment for services.  However the $3000 limit per family per year is not continuing.  

Cheryl would like wait for further guidance from the State in this area before recommending to 

this committee a policy regarding annual funding limits per family.  In the past the $3000 limit in 

Family Support has allowed the program to meet more family’s needs.  Coding for reporting 

expenses to the State is another area in which we are awaiting guidance.  By October 2016 the 

State hopes to have most questions regarding C-COP answered and will then publish the formal 

guidelines.  Cheryl will keep the committee updated with news regarding any changes. 



Review and approve Children’s Community Options Program Electronic Equipment Policy 

and Forms:  Cheryl referenced the handouts included in the mailing.  The Family Support Program 

Advisory Committee previously approved this policy and forms.  The only change is the change 

to reflect the name of the program.  Lori Willner made a motion to accept the Children’s 

Community Options Program Electronic Equipment Policy and forms.  Donna Kalmon seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Other Business:  Cheryl reported that Taylor County Human Services has received grants to fund 

two new programs.  One is in the Children’s and Families Unit for the Comprehensive Services 

Team.  This is a program for at risk children and will provide wrap around community services to 

address the complex needs of these families.  The Clinical Services Unit has started the 

Comprehensive Community Services Program which is a recovery oriented program addressing 

the mental health and/or alcohol/drug issues of children or adults.  In addition a grant was 

received for formalizing and enhancing our mental health/alcohol/drug crisis services.  Staff have 

been hired, or are in the process of being hired, for these new programs which will have sustaining 

funding through billing services to Medical Assistance. 

 

Cheryl stated that Family Care 2.0 is currently being developed by the Department of Health 

Services and per the current budget is planned for 2017 in Taylor County.  This has not been 

confirmed.  Cheryl will keep the committee informed as further information is available.  Family 

Care will affect adult services in Taylor County.  The CLTS Program, C-COP and Birth to Three will 

remain administered by Taylor County. 

 

Donna Kalmon asked about Taylor County’s preparations should the Zika Virus come to our local 

area.  Cheryl will email Michele Armbrust and inform committee members of Michele’s response. 

 

Confirm Next Meeting Date: June 13, 2016 at 1:00.  Cheryl will confirm the location. 

 

Adjourn:  Motion to adjourn was made by Donna Kalmon, second by Roxanne Dachel.  Meeting 

adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cheryl Ketelhut 

Developmental Disabilities Coordinator/Taylor County Human Services 

 


