
 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

December 2, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Myron Brooks, Jim Metz, Russ Aszmann, Jake Walcisak, Christina 

Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Brian Wilson (Star News), Ardin Jr and Nancy 

Wiitala.  Excused – Mike Bub and Mike Roiger. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chuck Zenner. Motion by Brooks and seconded 

by Metz, to approve the minutes from the November 4, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried.  Motion 

by Metz and seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda with 15 items. Motion carried.  

 

No Dept. bills to review. 

 

Timber Sales Update.  Sale #633 (Czarnezki):  Slow progress due to wet conditions.  Completed 

about 1/3 of sale.  No activity since November 18. 

 

Approve Timber Sale Bids.  All sales received qualifying bids.  Sales awarded as listed:            Sale 

#3-16 to Smola Brothers for $23,581.00, Sale #6-16 to Smola Brothers for $19,215.00, Sale #7-16 

to Twin Forest Products for $61,913.00, Sale #8-16 to Twin Forest Products for $28,750.00, and 

Sale #9-16 to Twin Forest Products for $36,413.00.  Motion by Brooks, and seconded by Metz, to 

approve the high bids as presented and proceed with contracts.  Motion carried. 

 

Desris Property.  Joe Desris was unable to attend the meeting.  Item has been postponed until 

January 2017. 

 

Wiitala-Vozka Sale #622.  Ardin Jr and Nancy Wiitala requested to speak about Sale #622 in 

response to contract violation reports presented to them.  Wiitala stated a list of items he did 

not agree with regarding soil rutting, not cutting designated trees, high stumps left behind, poor 

forest product utilization, sorting of logs & bolts, and chemical treatment of stumps.  Wiitala 

claimed the Forestry Dept. is treating them unfairly.   Aszmann presented a pattern of non-

compliance issues with Wiitala-Vozka over several past timber sales, including rutting in a forest 

wetland.  The Forestry Dept. has asked repeatedly for improvement on such issues with little 

improvement from the logger.  Aszmann also reported vulgar language and inappropriate name 

calling from the owners of Wiitala-Vozka.  Wiitala’s request was the Forestry Dept. not deny 

Wiitala-Vozka from bidding on future timber sales.  Walcisak suggested not accepting bids from 

Wiitala-Vozka for 2 years, pending the successful completion of their existing contracts.  Motion 

by Brooks, and seconded by Zenner, to not accept bids on future sales for 2 years from Wiitala-

Vozka beginning January 1, 2017, pending the successful completion of their existing contracts.  

Motion carried. 

 

Softwood Market.  The current market for softwood pulp and logs is very poor.  Very little 

movement of hemlock and balsam fir and no market for tamarack. 

 

Sale Extensions.  Dvorak Lumber has Sales #628 & #629.  Dvorak has requested a 6 month 

extension on both due to poor weather conditions.  Sale #628 was started last winter but could 



 

 

not be finished due to lack of cold weather.   Motion by Metz, seconded by Brooks, to extend 

each contract for 6 months with no stumpage increase but impose $50.00 extension fee.  

Motion carried.  Czarnezki Forest Products request an extension for Sale #633 due to poor 

weather conditions.  Czarnezki has been working on the sale but have been slowed down due to 

wet conditions.   Motion by Metz, and seconded by Brooks, to extend Sale #633 for 1 year with 

no stumpage increase but impose $50.00 extension fee.  Motion carried.  

 

Close-out Sale #638. Gumz Logging has successfully completed all field work and a final bill was 

mailed.  Motion by Brooks, and seconded by Metz, to approve close-out of Sale #638 pending 

final payment.  Motion carried. 

 

Pine Line Timber Sale.  The Rail Trail Commission is considering a timber sale along the Pine Line 

Trail.  The objective is to remove all short-lived and hazardous trees 30 feet on each side of the 

trail for the entire 26 mile length and to be completed before the trail resurfacing project starts.  

Possible issues are Wood Turtle habitat and a fiber-optic cable running along the trail.  

Committee questioned ownership of property.  Building, Grounds, and Parks Committee may 

need to be involved.  Consensus to put details back on Rail Trail Commission.  No action taken 

by Committee. 

 

ATV/UTV Route Map.  The Forestry Dept. received an 80/20 grant and is currently in the process 

of gathering information to update the ATV/UTV route map for the county and publish a paper 

copy in spring of 2017.  Aszmann attended the Towns Association November meeting.  There 

are four towns that do not have an ordinance. 

 

Additional Items to Committee.  

-- SNARS.  New electronic system for entering snowmobile worksheets. 

-- Timber Sale Contracts.  There was a suggestion by a logger to change the timber sale contract 

to 3 years instead of 2.  Gives the loggers more time without having inconvenience of renewing 

a contract right away. 

-- Forestry ATV.  The current ATV is 10 years old and is having maintenance issues.  January 2017 

agenda will have an item of purchasing new one. 

  

The next meeting is scheduled for January 6, 2017 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Metz, and seconded by Brooks, to adjourn the meeting at 11:37 AM.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

November 4, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Mike Roiger, Myron Brooks, Mike Bub, Russ Aszmann, Jake Walcisak, Christina 

Schuld, and Pat Zimmer – DNR and Mickey Christianson – DNR technician.  Also present Donald 

Watson (Star News).  Excused – Chuck Zenner. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:07 AM by Myron Brooks. Motion by Bub and seconded by 

Roiger, to approve the minutes from the October 7 & 13, 2016 meetings.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Bub and seconded by Roiger, to approve the agenda with 12 items. Motion carried.  

 

Dept. Bills.  Committee reviewed bills.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Bub, to approve the 

bills as presented.  Motion carried.    

 

Timber Sales Update.  Sale #644 (Steve Dassow):  No activity on this sale.  Sale #622 (Wiitala-

Vozka):  They moved off the sale on 10/31/16.  Have completed 56 acres. They will return during 

frozen ground for remaining 45 acres.  Contract violations have occurred (high stumps, poor 

utilization, rutting, residual damage, county forest road repair, not cutting designated trees). 

Sale #638 (Gumz):  Harvesting is near complete.  Approximately 10 acres remain and they are 

doing great work.  They are putting a lot of money in road work.   A dike road over a dam is 

blowing out and beavers are plugging the structure.   Sale #633 (Czarnezki):  Harvesting, 

skidding and trucking has been slow due to wet conditions.  20 acres are complete.  They are 

doing an excellent job.  Jake has started on the field work for the spring sales. 

 

Close-out Sale #643.  Twin Forest Products is done with the sale.  Some dozer work was done.  

They did a good job.  Final bill was mailed.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Bub, to approve 

close-out of Sale #643 pending final payment.  Motion carried. 

 

Timber Sale Contract Changes.  Items #12 & 15 changed to prohibit sap peeling of aspen.  Item 

#14 added the wording of “by County Forestry Dept. or DNR personnel”.  Item #25 added the 

word “resuming”.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Bub, to approve the contract changes as 

presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Timber Sales for Bid.  The prospectus has one change to Item #18 to prohibit sap peeling of 

aspen.  There are 5 sales totaling 304 acres.  Sales #3-16 & 6-16 did not sell in the spring of 

2016.  The minimum bids for these sales were reduced by 30%.  No other changes.  Sale #7-16  

– Located along Cutoff Rd.  The sale is 92 acres consisting of a northern hardwood and red oak 

selection harvest.  No harvesting from April 15th to July 15th due to oak wilt restrictions.  Sale #8-

16 – Located west of Beards Ln.  The sale is 33 acres consisting of a northern hardwood selection 

and a red oak over-story removal and aspen regeneration harvest.  No harvesting from April 15th 

to July 15th due to oak wilt restrictions.  Sale #9-16 – Located east of Camp 8 Rd.  The sale is 70 

acres consisting of a northern hardwood selection.  The minimum bid amount is $119,540.50 for 

the 5 sales.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Bub, to approve timber sale bids as presented.  

Motion carried. 

 



 

 

Grant Update.  Aszmann completed and submitted the grant for the Pirus Shooting Range 

Improvement project.  This is a 75% grant.  We are anticipating an answer in January 2017.  The 

work will start in spring 2017. 

 

Niemitz Rd Project.  The Village of Rib Lake installed new culverts, added new gravel and graded 

the road.  Both phases of their original plan have been completed.  The road is wet and may 

require additional finishing work when dry. 

 

Additional Items to Committee.  

-- Gate Project.  All gates are now installed. 

-- Fawn Ave.  This project is now complete. 

-- Beaver Trapping.  There have been a few issues with beavers.  Culverts have been plugged 

and road work needed to be done.  Jeff Peterson has been trapping and removing beavers in 

the trouble spots. 

  

The next meeting is scheduled for December 2, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Bub and seconded by Roiger, to adjourn the meeting at 10:52 AM.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

October 13, 2016 

3rd Floor Jury Room 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Mike Roiger, Myron Brooks, Mike Bub, Jim Metz, Russ Aszmann, and 

Ken Schmeige.   

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:59 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner.  

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried.  

 

Closed Session.  A motion was made by Brooks, and seconded by Roiger, at 11:00 am to go into 

closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes, Section 19.85(1)(e), for deliberating or 

negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting 

other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed 

session.  RE: Chelsea Dam maintenance.  A roll call vote cast, three (3) voting aye, and one (1) 

nay.  Motion carried. 

 

Open Session.  A motion was made by Bub, and seconded by Roiger, to go into open session at 

12:00 PM.  A unanimous cast, motion carried.   

 

No further discussion was held. 

 

Motion by Bub and seconded by Roiger, to adjourn the meeting at 12:00 PM.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

October 7, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Mike Roiger, Myron Brooks, Mike Bub, Jim Metz, Russ Aszmann, 

Jake Walcisak, Christina Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Brian Wilson (Star News), 

Brad Dahlvig (WIGM), Joe Desris, Brian Bucki & Mike Riggle (Taylor County Sportsman Club), 

Vernell Van Hecker (Village of Rib Lake Trustee) and Jerry Butler (Rib Lake Public Works Director)   

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Roiger and 

seconded by Brooks, to approve the minutes from the September 2, 2016 meeting.  Motion 

carried.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda with 19 items. 

Motion carried.  

 

Dept. Bills.  Committee reviewed bills.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to approve 

the bills as presented.  Motion carried.    

 

Desris Property for Sale.  Joe Desris presented information to the Committee regarding a 

potential land sale to Taylor County.  The land is located within the Village of Rib Lake and 

Niemitz Road goes through the property to Taylor County Forest land.  Taylor County owns the 

property to the west adjacent of the proposed land and has an easement on Niemitz Road to 

access land to the north.  Niemitz Road is a village road and has had little maintenance over the 

years.   Mr. Desris stated a benefit of purchasing the land would be the County would always 

have road access to County Forest land.  The acreage and dollar amount were not specified and 

Mr. Desris stated he would be open to negotiations.  The Committee needs more information 

regarding the value of the standing timber and if the land would be qualified for the County 

Forest Program before making a decision.  The Forestry Dept. will stay in contact with Mr. Desris.  

No action taken at this point. 

 

Pirus Range Improvement Project.  Brian Bucki and Mike Riggle presented information regarding 

the improvement project for Pirus Shooting Range.  The annual use of the range is increasing 

every year.  The project will improve sound abatement, safety issues, and improve range user 

experience.  The total project cost is approx. $73,000 for all suggested improvements.  The cost 

for the bare minimum items is approx. $28,000.  Riggle stated the Pitman-Robertson Federal 

grant would reimburse up to 75% of the project cost.  The Taylor County Sportsman Club will 

fund the majority of the project and Taylor County Forestry Dept. contributing $5,000.  Motion 

by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to approve the entire project and apply for the grant.  

Motion carried.  Discussion was held regarding the original resolution which established the 

range.  The Committee agreed to conduct all maintenance for the range as is described in the 

resolution. 

 

Niemitz Road Project.  Improvements to Niemitz Road will provide better access to the County 

Forest land and replace the culvert crossing of Sheep Ranch Creek.  Vernell Van Hecker and Jerry 

Butler presented the cost to improve Niemitz Road.  The Village of Rib Lake has been receiving 

gas tax money for the road but has not put much funding into maintaining it as it was mainly 

used as a private road.  They presented a 2 Phase plan.  Phase 1 consists of replacing the culvert 



 

 

and filling in low spots in the road.  The DNR requires 2 - 48 inch culverts for Sheep Ranch Creek 

crossing.  The DNR has extended the deadline to install the culverts from September 15 until 

November 1.  Phase 1 will cost approx. $5,850 and will be done this fall.  Phase 2 consists of 

adding gravel and reshaping the road and will cost approx. $3,900. This phase will not be done 

this year.  Van Hecker and Butler were asking the Forestry Dept. for financial assistance to help 

offset the cost of Phase 1.  Motion by Bub, and seconded by Roiger, to give $1,500 from the 

Forestry carryover account for Phase 1.  Motion carried.   

 

Timber Sales Update.  Sale #644 (Steve Dassow):  Steve Dassow is unable to work.  He still plans 

on finishing the sale himself.  All cutting, skidding and decking must be done within the time of 

peeling through February 28, 2017 as stated in the contract.  Sale #622 (Wiitala-Vozka):  Have 

been working on this sale.  Some minor issues were addressed (residual damage, minor rutting).  

Issues are improving as sale progresses.  Treatment of pine and spruce stumps is not 

consistently being done.  Sale #638 (Gumz):  He is about half done with the sale and is doing a 

very good job.  Sale #633 (Czarnezki):  They are working on it and doing a good job.  Progress 

has been slow due to soft woods roads.  Sale #643 (Twin Forest Products):  There are about 10 

loads remaining to be hauled and repair the ATV/snowmobile trails.  Close-out of this sale 

should be next month. 

 

Close-out Sale #645.  Twin Forest Products is done with the sale.  There was some minor rutting 

and they repaired it.  Final bill was mailed.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Bub, to approve 

close-out of Sale #645 pending removal of remaining wood and final payment.  Motion carried. 

 

Approve 2015 Accomplishment Report.  Aszmann presented the 2015 Accomplishment Report.  

Motion by Bub, and seconded by Brooks, to approve the 2015 Accomplishment Report as 

presented.  Motion carried.  The Report will be distributed to County Board members and added 

to the County website. 

 

Approve 2017 Annual Work Plan Resolution.  Aszmann presented the 2017 Annual Work Plan 

and Resolution.  The Resolution needs to go to the County Board for approval.  Motion by 

Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to approve the 2017 Annual Work Plan and Resolution as 

presented and forward the Resolution to the County Board.  Motion carried. 

 

Grants Update.  Aszmann received tentative approval of the Motorized Stewardship Grant of 

$125,839.  This is an 80/20 grant and the Forestry Dept. will have to raise $25,167.  This grant will 

be used for resurfacing 6.4 miles of the Pine Line Trail.  The Tourism Committee has already 

pledged $1,000.  Suggestion was to ask Aspirus Hospital, City of Medford and other 

organizations for donations.  The DNR has notified the Forestry Dept. that no work is to be done 

within 200 feet of the Black River and its tributaries between May 19 and Sept 20 due to Wood 

Turtles in the work area.   

 

Fawn Ave Culvert Project Update.  To improve the culvert crossing, the Forestry Dept. applied for 

a DNR permit to place 20 square feet of rip rap in the adjacent wetland and it was granted on 

September 22.  The culvert was replaced on October 6th.  The cost of the DNR permit was $512 

and 4.75 hours of Walcisak’s time completing the application.  

 



 

 

Gates Project.  Ken Lagamen and Ron Zuleger started on September 27th and should be finished 

next week.   

 

2017 Forestry Budget.  Zenner stated the Finance & Budget Review Committee has increased 

the Forestry Dept. projected revenue from $128,000 to $150,000.  

 

Miller Dam Inspection.  Miller Dam was inspected by Ayres Associates on September 22nd.  The 

only item to address was to remove woody vegetation on the left and right abutment and 

evaluate one wet area.   

 

Annual DNR Partnership Meeting.  The Annual DNR Partnership Meeting between the Forestry 

Dept. and DNR representatives met on September 19th.  Aszmann presented the minutes from 

that meeting.  

 

Additional Items to Committee.  

-- DNR Forestry Technician Mickey Christianson is doing some ‘scarification’ work in an area 

with Red Oak overstory and Balsam fir/Ironwood understory.  The process includes uprooting 

the Balsam fir/Ironwood with a dozer providing a seed bed for red oak acorn germination. 

-- The Forest Service has authorized the Perkinstown Trail for UTV use pending minor 

improvements.  There is still a concern for increasing site lines.  The trail needs to allow 2 – 50 

inch or greater vehicles to pass at the same time. 

-- Aszmann suggested having a County Forest tour for the Committee members.  Members 

decided to ride along with Foresters individually on their time. 

-- Domtar has notified logging companies they decreased the amount of wood they are 

purchasing in the last quarter of this year and possibly first quarter of next year.  

  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for November 4, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Zenner, to adjourn the meeting at 11:40 AM.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

September 2, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Mike Roiger, Myron Brooks, Mike Bub, Jim Metz, Russ Aszmann, 

Christina Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Brian Wilson – Star News and Brad 

Dahlvig -- WIGM.  Excused was Jake Walcisak.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Brooks and 

seconded by Bub, to approve the minutes from the August 5, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda with 13 items. Motion 

carried.  

 

Dept. Bills.  Committee reviewed bills.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to approve 

the bills as presented.  Motion carried.    

 

Timber Sales Update.  Sale #645 (Twin Forest Products):  They have only about half a load to 

haul yet.  Forestry Dept. needs to replace a culvert on this sale.  Final bill needs to be mailed.  

Sale #643 (Twin Forest Product):  The harvester is almost finished and only hand cutting needs 

to be done and should be completed in a couple weeks. Potential issue is the skidder will be 

driving over the same area twice.   Sale #644 (Steve Dassow):  Dassow has not worked in the sale 

for weeks.  His brother, Brian Dassow, just started skidding within stated parameters. Fallen 

wood product is still on the ground and Steve will be contacted to discuss his options.  Sale 

#638 (Brad Gumz):  Started the sale.  A culvert in the access road washed out and the Forestry 

Dept. replaced it.    

 

Proposed 2017 Budget.  Reviewed the proposed budget with 0% increase.  Motion by Roiger, 

and seconded by Brooks, to approve the proposed budget as presented and send to the Budget 

Committee.  Motion carried. 

 

Cihasky Temporary Access Permit.  Adam Czarneski, a logger, asked for permission to bulldoze a 

short access trail on the County Forest going into the Cihasky property.  There is an old existing 

logging trail.  There are 2 culverts to be replaced and Czarneski will pay for the replacement.  

Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Bub, to grant permission to Adam Czarneski to bulldoze 

access trail on County Forest going into the Cihasky property.  Motion carried. 

 

NWTF Project Update.  The Forestry Dept. received a $2,100 grant from the National Wildlife 

Turkey Federation to reseed open wildlife areas.  Areas have been mowed by Scott Balciar and 

will be sprayed by Sound Forest Management (Peter Anderson).  Seeding will be done next year. 

 

Kennedy Creek Culvert.  The access for Timber Sale #638 required culverts to be replaced in 

Kennedy Creek.  Two 30” culverts were purchased through the Highway Dept. and installed by 

Brad Gumz. 

 

Invasive Treatment Project.  Sound Forest Management (Peter Anderson) sprayed or hand pulled 

all identified areas.  Forestry Dept. will monitor areas in the future. 



 

 

County Forest Gravel Project Update.  Gravel project was completed in 2.5 days.  2,100 yards 

(approx. 2 miles) of gravel was delivered and spread.  A total approx. project cost is $24,850: 

$22,050 for gravel plus approx. 27 hours of use for the Highway Dept. grader.  Fawn Ave culverts 

will be replaced, pending DNR permit being issued.  Discussion regarding what accounts would 

be used to fund both projects.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Bub, to use funds in the 

Road Maintenance account, with a remaining balance of $5,000, and the rest to be taken from 

carry-over funds to cover the cost.  Motion carried.  

 

Additional Items to Committee.  

-- Timber Sale #632 had an adjustment on final dollar amounts. 

-- John Salminen contacted the Forestry Dept. for improvements on County Forest road where 

work on an old timber sale had pushed gravel into ditches.  Forestry Dept. will install a culvert 

and do some minor road work in ditches.   

-- A correction in the amount of ATV trail mileage has been reported to the DNR.   

-- The work on the Pine Line Trail was done prior to the DNR issuing a permit.  The DNR has 

been notified and was satisfied with explanation as to why starting without permit.  Possibility of 

spot checking in the future by DNR Water Management Specialist. 

-- Ken Lageman will install several new and relocate a couple existing gates on the County 

Forest.  The DNR has been notified of gate relocation sites. 

-- The Forestry Dept. and the Taylor County Sportsmen Club have agreed on improvement plans 

for the Pirus Shooting Range.  The Forestry Dept. will contribute $5,000 and the Taylor County 

Sportsmen Club will fund the remaining amount of approx. $22,000.  Aszmann will apply for a 

DNR funding grant.  Grant application is due in November.  

-- Aszmann received a letter from the US Forest Service stating there are blown down areas in 

the National Forest and they will be working to get the areas cleaned.  The WCFA has agreed to 

send in comments on this issue. 

-- WCFA annual meeting will be held Friday, September 30, 2016.  Brooks will attend.  Roiger 

and Bub will not. Zenner was undecided.    

 

The next meeting is scheduled for October 7, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to adjourn the meeting at 11:04 AM.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

August 5, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Mike Roiger, Myron Brooks, Mike Bub, Jim Metz, Russ Aszmann, 

Jake Walcisak, Christina Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Donald Watson – Star 

News.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Roiger and 

seconded by Brooks, to approve the minutes from the June 3, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda with 15 items. Motion 

carried.  

 

Dept. Bills.  Committee reviewed bills.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to approve 

the bills as presented.  Motion carried.    

 

Fawn Ave Project.  There has been some improvement done on Fawn Ave.  The Yanko Family 

has hauled in approximately 14 loads of gravel.  The Forestry Dept. has invested about $800 

towards the project in additional gravel and dozer work.  The culvert needs to be replaced and a 

gate needs to be added yet. 

 

Timber Sales Update.  Sale #627 (Bell Timber):  Started working about 1 month ago and cut 

about 10 acres.  There is 1.5 acres in the clear cut area and 7.5 acres of frozen ground yet to be 

done.  All cut product is hauled.  Sprayed pine and spruce stumps for annosum.  Have done a 

good job.  Sale #645 (Twin Forest Product):  Started June 25th and is close to completing.  The 

harvester is finished and only hand cutting needs to be done.  There were a few issues:  some 

trees were fell by hand cutters in wrong directions causing some damage to residual trees, a 

small area of about 10 extra trees were cut, discrepancy between definition of bolt and log, and 

a ticket was missing.  The issues have been resolved.  They asked for a bill on the 10 extra trees.  

Sale #643 (Twin Forest Product): Started July 27th and are actively harvesting/skidding.  No 

trucking or hand cutting yet.  Recent rain has slowed progress.  

 

Timber Sale #644.  Steve Dassow started on June 9th.  No activity for a couple of weeks.  Serious 

rutting issues in several areas.  Had to shut him down a couple times.  He didn’t follow 

directions as to where he was allowed to cut.  He did repair about 200 feet of damaged trail.  

Aszmann called and left a message stating Dassow was to not resume any further cutting until 

an on-site meeting was held between him and Forestry Dept.  No response back. 

 

Close-Out Timber Sale #632.  Czarneski Forest Products.  Started October 2015 but had to move 

out due to wet conditions.  Resumed this summer and finished July 1st.  There is 1 load left to be 

hauled but it is scaled and billed.  No further obligations left.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded 

by Brooks, to close out timber sale #632 pending final payment.  Motion carried. 

 

County Forest Road Project.  Aszmann is working with Granberg’s out of Prentice for the gravel.  

The cost is $10.50 per yard delivered.  Approximate cost of gravel is $22,050 and about $2,000 

for grader work. The cost of the culvert projects is unknown at this time.  Granberg’s have 2 



 

 

projects before this one.  Committee asked if allocated funds were leftover, what the intended 

use was for it.  Aszmann stated the money will be used for culvert projects on county forest 

roads. 

 

Invasive Treatment Update.  Sound Forest Management (Peter Anderson) has been working on 

it.  There is only 1 area remaining to be treated.  Forestry Dept. will monitor areas in the future.  

A couple other areas were added to the contract for treatment, such as aspen regeneration on 

back side of Camp 8 dam. 

 

Pine Line Rip-Rap Project.  The project is completed.  Dan Jari and Tony Matyka did the dirt 

work.  The bill has been paid for by the Snowmobile Club.  Aszmann is going to apply for a 

reimbursement grant through the Snowmobile Trial Maintenance program. 

 

Kennedy Lake Property Grant Check.  Forestry Dept. has received the grant check in the amount 

of $100,648 for 50% of the cost to purchase the property.  Money has been placed into land 

acquisition account.  The spring timber sale for this property did not sell and will go back for 

bids this fall.  A culvert needs to be replaced and other road improvements are needed on 

Niemtz Road.  The Village of Rib Lake has received gas tax money for this road.  Aszmann has 

been in contact with the Village of Rib Lake regarding providing the funds for the 

improvements.  The Committee asked Aszmann to get estimated costs for improvements. 

 

Pirus Range Update.  An onsite meeting was held on August 3rd with Forestry Dept., Jeff Ness 

(shooting range consultant), and Taylor County Sportsmen’s Club representatives to discuss 

improvements to the range.  Proposed improvements include a concrete block wall to separate 

50 and 100 yard lanes, new concrete pads, new shelter over shooting sites, rehab shooting 

tubes, move 25 foot pistol range, install a concrete bathroom, and other small improvements.  

Walcisak is to present a design to the Sportsmen’s Club.  Aszmann asked to use $5,000 

carryover funds for project.  It was stated new improvements will be paid for by the Sportsmen’s 

Club, Pittman-Robertson Grant, Friends of the NRA Grant and Taylor County. 

 

Additional Items to Committee.  

-- Ice Age Trail Alliance worked on several trail projects around Wood Lake area. 

-- Timber Mats.  Currently the Forestry Dept. has 6 timber mats, 4 are good and 2 are in poor 

shape.  Aszmann will purchase 4 new ones at $500 each.   

-- Walcisak stated the soft wood market is very poor right now and some mills will not accept 

tamarack and hemlock.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for September 2, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to adjourn the meeting at 11:12 AM.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

June 3, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Mike Roiger, Myron Brooks, Russ Aszmann, Jake Walcisak, Christina 

Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Donald Watson – Star News. Excused was Mike 

Bub. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Roiger and 

seconded by Brooks, to approve the minutes from the May 6, 2016 meeting.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to approve the agenda with 14 items. Motion 

carried.  

 

Dept. Bills.  Committee reviewed bills.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to approve 

the bills as presented.  Motion carried.    

 

Timber Sales Update.  Walcisak is working on establishing the fall timber sales.  One is 

completed and another is almost done.  Sale #632 (Czarneski):  They are cutting but it is slow 

progress.  Skidding and hauling are also going slow due to wet conditions.  No activity on other 

sales. 

 

Timber Sale Contract Extensions.  Sale #618 (Gumz):  Frozen ground required.  Original 40 acre 

contract consisted of 26 acres of tamarack/black spruce and 14 acres of aspen but due to forest 

health issues, increased tamarack/black spruce to 84 acres.  Have completed 54 acres, with 30 

acres yet standing of tamarack/black spruce and aspen (15 acres of each type).  Froze-down 

roads over 2015/2016 winter.  No further progress due to weather conditions and lack of mills 

wanting product.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to extend contract for 1 year with 

no stumpage penalty and no renewal fee.  Motion carried.  Sale #620 (Tigerton):  Some cutting 

was done but the sub-contractor was asked to remove himself due to contract violations.  Last 

contact with Tigerton representative was in fall 2015.  No response to letter requesting 

intentions to complete contract.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to extend contract 

for 1 year with 5% stumpage increase and $50 renewal fee.  Motion carried.  Sale #622 (Wiitala-

Vozka):  Unable to begin harvest operations due to weather conditions.  Dozer work was 

conducted to open roads.  Motion by Brooks, and seconded by Roiger, to extend contract for 1 

year with no stumpage penalty but impose $50 renewal fee.  Motion carried.  Sale #625 (Wiitala-

Vozka):  No frozen ground requirements.  Intention is to cut at same time as Sale #622.  Dozer 

work was conducted to open roads.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to extend 

contract for 1 year with 2% stumpage increase and $50 renewal fee.  Motion carried.  Sale #626 

(Tigerton):  Met with representative in fall 2015 but due to equipment failures and lack of time, 

no activity has occurred.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to extend contract for 1 

year with 5% stumpage increase and $50 renewal fee.  Motion carried.  Sale #627 (Bell Timber): 

Sub-contractor informed Forestry Dept. the pine and east clear cut areas of the contract will be 

done by the end of June 2016.  Remaining area is frozen ground harvest only.  Motion by 

Brooks, and seconded by Roiger, to extend contract for 1 year with no stumpage penalty but 

impose $50 renewal fee.  Motion carried. 

 



 

 

Timber Sale Bids.  There were 5 sales advertised totaling 288 acres.  Sales #3-16 and #6-16 did 

not have any bids.  Sale #2-16 had 2 qualifying bids, with the highest bidder being Twin Forest 

Products.  Sales #4-16 and #5-16 each had 4 qualifying bids.  The highest bidder for #4-16 was 

Steve Dassow and #5-16 was Twin Forest Products. Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, 

to approve timber sale contracts to the highest bidders as presented.  Motion carried.  Sales #3-

16 and #6-16 will be advertised again at a later date, to be determined. 

 

Forest Road Project.  Aszmann presented to the Committee last month a $30,000 gravel project 

on approximately 2 miles of County Forest roads.  The Committee suggested Aszmann get 

estimates from the Highway Dept. and local contractors.  The cost difference is very comparable 

for labor and equipment use.  The Committee requested Aszmann to shop around for the best 

price for gravel and proceed with the project.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, for 

the Forestry Dept. to work with the Highway Dept. on the project, using the best priced gravel.  

Motion carried. 

 

WCFA Summer Tour.  The Summer Tour will be held in Forest County on June 16th & 17th.  

Aszmann and Walcisak will attend, along with Brooks.  Zenner, Roiger, and Bub will not attend. 

 

Pirus Range Update.  No further action has happened.  Waiting for water levels to drop before 

any more field visits occur. 

 

Invasive Treatments.  The Invasive Inventory that was conducted in the spring/summer of 2015 is 

complete and Aszmann got quotes from companies to implement the suggested treatments.  

There are only a few companies within the local area certified to do such work.  Aszmann 

suggested using Sound Forest Management, Peter Anderson, of Rib Lake.  The cost would be 

$50 an hour plus the cost of materials.  It is unknown the acreage or how long the project with 

take given the sporadic areas of the plants.  Motion by Roiger, and seconded by Brooks, to 

contract with Sound Forest Management to treat the invasives and provide an itemized bill.  

Motion carried.  

 

Road Surface Damage.  A dam on private property adjacent to the northern part of the County 

Forest breached.  The DNR is handling the issue.  The landowner is aware of the situation and is 

responsible for any damage that occurred.  There is a portion on one of the County Forest 

logging roads where gravel was washed away.  The Forestry Dept. will fix the road and bill the 

landowner.  No further action is needed at this time.  

 

Additional Items to Committee.  

-- DNR/APHIS will be trapping and collaring wolf on the County Forest for research. 

-- A Federal APHIS trapper working with the DNR will be trapping beaver to improve trout 

habitat in the County Forest area. 

-- The permit for the Rail Trail project was submitted on 6/2/16.  The project is scheduled to 

start June 20th or 21st and completed by the end of June.    

 

The next meeting is scheduled for July 8, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to adjourn the meeting at 11 AM.  Motion carried. 



 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

May 6, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Mike Roiger, Mike Bub, Russ Aszmann, Jake Walcisak, Christina 

Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Donald Watson – Star News. Excused was Myron 

Brooks. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Bub and 

seconded by Roiger, to approve the minutes from the April 1, 2015 meeting.  Motion carried.  

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Bub, to approve the agenda with 13 items. Motion carried.  

 

No Dept. bills this month to review.    

 

Timber Sales Update.  No cutting activity.  Walcisak is working on establishing the fall timber 

sales. 

 

Timber Sales for Bid.  The prospectus has one change to include the bid opening at 9 am in the 

Forestry Dept. office and review/awarding at 10:15 am.  There are 5 sales totaling 288 acres.  

Sale #2-16 – Located along Wilderness Ave.  The sale is 71 acres consisting of a northern 

hardwood selection and a red oak regeneration harvest.  No harvesting from April 15th to July 

15th due to oak wilt restrictions.  Sale #3-16 – Located east Emil Dr and north of Gus Johnson 

Creek.  The sale is 71 acres consisting of a northern hardwood selection and a red maple 

regeneration harvest.  This sale is a frozen ground harvest due to access limitations.  Sale #4-16 

– Located off Bear Ave.  The sale is 65 acres consisting of an aspen regeneration harvest and 

white spruce thinning.  Sale #5-16 – Located along Bear Ave and North Loop Rd.  The sale is 43 

acres consisting of a northern hardwood selection and a red maple regeneration harvest.  Sale 

#6-16 – Located at the end of Niemitz Rd.  The sale is 38 acres consisting of a red pine and 

white spruce thinning and a red maple regeneration harvest.  The minimum bid amount is 

$174,422.50 for the 5 sales.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Bub, to approve timber sale 

bids as presented.  Motion carried. 

 

Timberbase Software.  Aszmann presented information for a new version of Timberbase 

software.  Forestry Dept. currently is using a version 15 years old.  The representative for the 

software wrote the program himself and is a one person operation.  The Committee has a few 

concerns regarding what would happen if he was not available for assistance.  Committee would 

like Aszmann to follow-up with details.  The cost of the update would be $5,000 with SQL.  The 

Committee agreed to purchase the new software.  Motion by Bub and seconded by Roiger, to 

purchase the software with money currently budgeted for software and the remaining coming 

from the Forestry account.  Motion carried.     

 

Grant Update.  Aszmann gave an update on the Knowles-Nelson grant for the Kennedy Lake 

property.  The application has been approved by the Joint Finance Committee.  The next step is 

to receive the contract from the DNR.  Aszmann applied for 2 ATV trail rehabilitation grants and 

one for the snowmobile bridge on Corridor #23.  He also applied for an 80/20 grant to resurface 

6.4 miles of the Pine Line Trail.   



 

 

Bridge Replacement on Trout Ave.  Walcisak updated the Committee on a Town of Rib Lake 

bridge replacement on Trout Ave.  The project is eligible for a Federal 80/20 grant.  The bridge 

will be replaced with 2 concrete culverts able to support 98,000 pounds.  The road will be shut 

down for about 10 days during construction. 

 

Pirus Range Berm Construction.  The Forestry Dept. and the Taylor County Sportsmen Club will 

be working together to construct a berm on the south edge of the range, install a pre-cast 

concrete bathroom, and other improvements.  The Forestry Dept. will pay up to $5,000 of the 

project and the Sportsmen Club will pay the remaining balance.  This construction will complete 

the 2009 original design for safety and noise abatement.   This project will most likely require 

DNR permits.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Bub, to approve spending up to $5,000 for 

the construction of the berm, bathroom, and other improvements.  Motion carried.   

 

County Forest Road Project.  Aszmann presented to the Committee a gravel project for 

approximately 2 miles of County Forest roads.  Aszmann requested $30,000 of additional money 

to complete such project.  The Committee suggested discussing costs differences from the 

Highway Dept. and local contractors.  They will revisit the topic next month.   

 

Additional Items to Committee. None.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for June 3, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Bub, to adjourn the meeting at 11 AM.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

April 1, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Myron Brooks, Mike Roiger, Mike Bub, Russ Aszmann, Jake 

Walcisak, Christina Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Brian Wilson – Star News, 

Brad Dahlvig – WIGM, Joe Yanko, Dan Casey, and Courtney Graff – Corporation Counsel. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Roiger and 

seconded by Brooks, to approve the minutes from the March 4, 2015 meeting and agenda with 

16 items. Motion carried.  

 

No Dept. bills this month to review.    

 

Timber Sales Update.  Sale #639 (Dassow):  He is finished for the season and has cut about 1/3 

of the sale.  The wood is decked on Fawn Ave and will be hauled when road limits come off.  

Final bill was sent.   

Five timber sales are established and one is near completion, totaling 290 acres to date for 2016.   

 

Zuther Mill Grade Condition.  Dan Casey and Joe Yanko presented concerns on the condition of 

Zuther Mill Grade.  They own a cabin in Lincoln County but their only access is Zuther Mill 

Grade.  Casey gave a brief history of their cabin.  It started out as a logging camp and the 

Yankos have rebuilt a cabin there about seven years ago.  They would like to work with the 

County on improving the road to allow for a safer travel and four-season passage.  The County 

utilizes the road for timber harvests but only during frozen ground conditions due to wet soil 

conditions.  The Committee discussed concerns of improving the road outside of the scope of 

the County’s benefit and agrees there is no benefit to spending funds on additional 

improvement beyond what has been done to date.  The Committee suggested to Casey and 

Yanko to develop a plan of action and provide a cost estimate for improvement and they would 

be willing to discuss the topic again.  At present time a culvert is partially washed out and the 

Forestry Dept. will have it repaired.  No action necessary. 

 

Ice Age Trail Update.  Aszmann provided the Ice Age Trail’s 2016 Work Plan in Taylor County to 

the Committee.  No action necessary. 

 

Forestry Staff Schedule Change.  Aszmann proposed a schedule change for Walcisak to switch to 

10 hour days, 4 days a week (during Daylight Savings Time).  Walcisak presented the benefits to 

the County, such as less driving time within a week and more productivity during daylight hours.  

The Committee agreed with the proposed change.  Zenner suggested waiting to take any action 

until after the Personal Committee Meeting which is scheduled for April 14th.  No action taken.  

 

Close-out Timber Sales.  Sale #621 (Schreiner Forestry):  Sale is complete and final payment has 

been received.  Only minor rutting occurred within the harvest area and was repaired.  A 0.25 

area was not cut, with the approval of Walcisak, due to very wet conditions.  Schreiner did an 

acceptable job.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks to close-out sale.  Motion carried.   

 



 

 

County Forest Property Acquisition Appraisal.  The final appraisal for the Kennedy Lake property 

was received from DNR Real Estate and is $200,000.  The proposed amount for the Knowles-

Nelson Grant is $100,887.50.  The grant is in the final stages of being accepted.     

 

Miller Dam Inspection.  The DNR classifies Miller Dam as a high hazard dam and it requires an 

inspection every two years.  The DNR requires private companies to complete the inspections 

and the County has used AYERS Associates in the past.  Motion by Bub and seconded by Brooks 

to negotiate with AYERS for a cost estimate on the inspection.  Motion carried.  

 

USFS Good Neighbor Authority.  Aszmann gave an update on the process of GNA.  The USFS 

Medford District may have timber sale acres to establish under this program in 2016.  More 

information will be provided at a later date.  

 

Niemitz Road Update.  The County and public may use Niemitz Road to access the Kennedy 

Lake property.  The Village of Rib Lake has been receiving gas tax money for 0.25 miles.  

Aszmann has mailed a letter to the Village regarding improvements needed.  There was no cost 

estimate at this time.  No action necessary. 

 

Grant Update.  Aszmann applied for a $3,000 50/50 match grant with the National Wild Turkey 

Federation to eradicate invasive plants which were identified in a recent survey within the 

County Forest.  The application was denied.  Aszmann also applied for a $2,100 100% funded 

grant to reseed 6 acres of wildlife openings within the County Forest.  The application was 

approved.  Aszmann is in the process of applying for a grant for a snowmobile bridge on 

Corridor #23 and resurfacing the Pine Line Trail.   

 

Additional Items to Committee. None.  

 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 6, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Bub and seconded by Roiger, to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 AM.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

March 4, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Myron Brooks, Mike Roiger, Mike Bub, Russ Aszmann, Jake 

Walcisak, Christina Schuld, and Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Donald Watson – Star News. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Roiger and 

seconded by Brooks, to approve the minutes from the February 5, 2016 meeting and agenda 

with 15 items. Motion carried.  

 

Introduction of New Member.  Mike Bub was appointed to the Committee due to a vacant 

position.  

 

No Dept. bills this month to review.    

 

Update on Timber Sales was given.  Sale #621 (Schreiner):  All harvesting, skidding and final log 

scaling is complete.  Only hauling is left.  Walcisak will do a final walk-thru.  Close-out will be 

next month.  They did a good job.  Sale #639 (Dassow):  He has cut about 1/3 of the sale.  He 

will not complete it this year.  He will stop harvesting next week and will return next winter.  He 

is doing a great job.   

Four timber sales totaling 250 acres are established for the spring sale.   

 

Close-out Timber Sales.  Sale #619 (Smola):  All harvesting and hauling is done, just waiting for 

final payment.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks to close-out sale pending final 

payment.  Motion carried.  Sale #634 (Dassow):  All harvesting is done, just waiting for final 

hauling.  Walcisak hand scaled remaining forest products and mailed bill to Dassow.  Motion by 

Roiger and seconded by Brooks to close-out sale pending final payment.  Motion carried. 

 

Direct Sale #642.  A local contractor contacted the Forestry Dept. regarding 3 acres of red maple 

with the possibility of being harvested.  The area was not scheduled for harvest for another 10-

12 years but given the quality of the stand and access to the area, it was decided to do a direct 

sale.  The amount of the sale was $2,878, which is below the $3000 minimum for requesting 

bids.  Czarneski Forest Products signed a contract and a cash bond was given.  The area has 

been cut and all timber hauled.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks to close-out sale 

#642.  Motion carried. 

 

Snowmobile Trail Update.  Pine Line Trail opened Jan. 14th.  All trails, except west of Highway 73, 

opened Feb. 3rd.  Trails west of Highway 73 opened Feb. 4th.  All trails closed Feb. 25th except 

Pine Line.  Pine Line will close March 7th at 6am.  No accidents to report for this season. 

Bridge Update in Corridor #23.  The ice bridge over the Little Black River on Chris Buehler’s 

property is a safety concern as it does not freeze for the whole season.  Aszmann is in the 

process of applying for DNR permits and Snowmobile Trail program funding to construct the 

bridge. 

 

 



 

 

NWTF Grants.  National Wildlife Turkey Federation.  Aszmann applied for funding to eradicate 

invasive plants which were identified in a recent survey within the County Forest.  This is a 50/50 

match grant, with grant funds of $3000.  Aszmann also applied for a grant to reseed wildlife 

openings in the County Forest.  There are 7 areas totaling 6 acres.  The project cost of $2100 

would be 100% funded through the grant. 

 

WCFA Spring Administrators Meeting.  The 2 day meeting will be held in Marshfield.  Aszmann, 

Walcisak, and Zenner will attend both days.  Brooks will attend one day.  Roiger and Bub will not 

attend. 

 

DNR Financial Audit.  The DNR conducted a financial audit of the Taylor County Forest timber 

sale program for 2012-2014.  Only minor issues were addressed.  Overall, the report was very 

good. 

 

DNR Winter Timber Sale Contract Extension Letter.  The DNR sent a letter to County Forest Dept. 

with guideline changes for winter timber sale extensions on State land.  These modifications are 

for calendar year 2016 only.  The Taylor County Forestry Committee currently reviews each sale 

on a case by case basis for extensions.  Current procedure will continue.   

 

Additional Items to Committee.   

Miller Dam is required to be inspected every 2 years and must be done in 2016. 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for April 1, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Brooks and seconded by Roiger, to adjourn the meeting at 10:46 AM.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

Russ Aszmann 

County Forest Administrator 



 

 

Forestry & Recreation Committee Meeting 

February 5, 2016 

West Entrance 

 

Present were Chuck Zenner, Myron Brooks, Mike Roiger, Jake Walcisak, Christina Schuld, and 

Scott Lindow – DNR.  Also present Dave Lemke and Donald Watson – Star News.  Excused 

absence – Mike Bub. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Chairman Chuck Zenner. Motion by Roiger and 

seconded by Brooks, to approve the minutes from the December 4, 2015 meeting and agenda 

with 16 items. Motion carried.  

 

Reviewed Dept. bills.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to approve the bills.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Update on Timber Sales was given.  Sale #628 (Dvorak):  Completed all but 8 acres.  Area is too 

wet to continue.  He plans to return yet this winter pending conditions.  They are doing a good 

job.  Sale #634 (Dassow):  The harvesting and skidding is complete, only hauling remains.  There 

were some early rutting concerns but overall he is doing a great job.  Sale #632 (Czarnezki):  28 

acres remain.  They will return this summer to finish.  Sale #619 (Smola Brothers):  They are 

currently harvesting a swamp hardwood stand.  Conditions are wet and soft.  The harvest area is 

holding up but main skid trails are rutting, even with an extensive use of slash.  Job looks good 

otherwise.  Sale #621 (Schreiner):  He is currently harvesting and things look good.  Previous 

concerns about crew have not resurfaced.  Sales #622 & 625 (Wiitala-Vozka):  Froze down roads 

on both sales.  They will not get to either sale this winter, not enough time.  Sale #618 (Gumz):  

Froze down roads to Tamarack sale.  He cut most of it last winter.  He does not currently have 

wood contracts to sell the Tamarack.  He cannot cut this winter.  He has salvaged over 1,000 

cords more than contracted so far, about $28,000 + increase in stumpage.   

Spring sales:  Two sales are complete for the spring.  Another is 90% complete.  The snow is too 

deep to stump mark.  Another is being worked on. 

 

Maple Seedlings for Maple Fest.  Dave Lemke asked the Forestry Dept. for a donation of about 

$200 for the purchase of maple seedlings for Maple Fest.  In the past, the Land Conservation 

Dept. (LCD) purchased and gave out 300 seedlings to people at Maple Fest.  This year they 

would like to increase to 500 seedlings.  The cost per tree is about $1 each.  If they ordered 500, 

they would receive a discount and pay around $0.80 per tree.  The Committee liked the idea of 

being more “present” in the community.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks to donate 

enough money to reach the 500 quantity to receive the discount.  Motion carried. 

 

Invasive Plant Inventory.  The report is completed.  Overall the report is good.  There are some 

areas, particularly in higher usage areas (trails, gas line), where there are more concentrated 

areas of invasive plants.  The Forestry Dept. will use recommendations to help control any 

further spread.  Committee members will receive a copy of the report either by email or hard 

copy. 

 



 

 

Secure Rural School Funds.  Due to the Federal budget being passed so late, the option for Title 

II money was not available.  Money came in Title III, which was $13,892.82.  Money is used to 

reimburse the Sheriff Dept. for emergencies on USFS property.  In 2015, $1,933.48 was 

reimbursed for 13 operations.  Leftover money goes back to Federal government, no carryover.   

 

Close-out Airport Sale.  Jake read inspection reports.  All harvesting is done and only a couple 

loads need to be hauled.  Payment in full has been made.  Motion by Roiger and seconded by 

Brooks to close-out sale pending final hauling.  Motion carried. 

 

Snowmobile Trail Update.  All trails opened Feb. 3 at 8am except west of Highway 73, which 

opened Feb. 4 at 8am.  Trails are frozen but due to lack of snow the trails are in poor condition. 

 

Pine Line Bridge Inspection.  The inspection report came in.  Nine bridges were inspected at a 

cost of $400 each.  Cedar Corp. has reported them in good condition with minor repair 

recommendations.  The Snowmobile Grooming Association paid the inspection bill and will pay 

for repairs as part of the maintenance agreement.  Committee members will receive a copy of 

the report. 

 

Northern Long Eared Bat.  Final Ruling came out for the Long Eared Bat.  Ruling states it 

prohibits incidental take within known maternal roost trees and hibernation sites of the bat.  

Taylor County has no known sites as of date. 

 

Kennedy Lake Property Grant Update.  On January 20th, the Forestry Dept. received an email 

from DNR Real Estate.  The grant application review has been completed.  There are a few issues 

with the appraiser.  Not sure how long it will take the appraiser to provide the needed 

information. 

 

Additional Items to Committee.   

DNR 

   -- Joe Schwantes took a new job.   

   -- They will no longer be staffing the fire towers.   

   -- They are reducing the number of fire wardens from private individuals to commercial 

businesses. 

There is a piece of property for sale on Wood Lake Ave that is adjacent to the County Forest.  It 

is 82 acres for an asking price of $127,500.  At this time, the Forestry Dept. is not interested in 

purchasing it.   

 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 4, 2016 at 10:00 AM. 

 

Motion by Roiger and seconded by Brooks, to adjourn the meeting at 10:55 AM.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

Jake Walcisak 

Assistant County Forest Administrator 

 


