TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of December 13, 2016

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:01 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW
Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were
David Krug, Chairman, Ray Soper, Myron Brooks, Joe Tomandl and JoAnn Smith. Ben Stanfley,
County Conservation Engineer; Brent Tessmer, Conservation Technician; Karyn Eckert,
Conservation Assistant; Seth Zesinger, APHIS; and John Baird, FSA, were also present.

MOTION by Brooks/Tomand| to approve the minutes of the Oct. 11, 2016 meeting. MOTION
CARRIED.

MOTION by Soper/Brooks to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Smith/Tomandl to approve the 10/4/16-12/5/16 bills. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Tomandl/Smith to approve the September/October 2016 budget analysis subject
to audit and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED.

Reports

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Seth Zesinger reported he
has been busy with damage claims and administrative paperwork. Taylor County will have two
claims for 2016, bear damage in corn and bear damage in an apiary. He estimated another 6-8
farmers chose the option for shooting permits. Zesinger presented the proposed crop rates for
corn, soybeans and honey. The honey price was calculated using the producer’s sales records
and corn and soybean prices were calculated by surveying area cooperatives. MOTION by
Soper/Brooks to set the 2016 crop damage rates at $3.04 per bushel for corn, $8.96 per bushel
for soybeans and $8.64 per pound for honey. MOTION CARRIED.

Golden Sands RC&D, Taylor County representative, reported: Tomandl and Tessmer
attended the November meeting. Golden Sands has applied for grants for aquatic invasive
species and terrestrial species. A new curriculum is being developed for invasive species. Golden
Sands raise its rate for writing grazing plans to $40 per hour.

Natural Resources Conservation Service, District Conservationist: Melissa Knipfel was not
able to attend, but submitted a written report which was distributed to committee members.

Farm Service Agency, County Director: John Baird reported for Deb Esselman. FSA is finishing
sign-ups for the Dairy Margin Protection Program this week. It is also in the process of collecting
ballots for elections to the county committees. Baird said the storage loan program has been
completely revamped in the past 10 months and he encouraged farmers to look into it for their
farm.

NRCS/County Grazing Program, Grazing Specialist, reported by Ben: Plans for the NRCS
partnership to write grazing plans have changed, so the new proposal is to fund 21 plans over
three years, an average of 7 per year, at a total cost of $12,500 to the county. Grazing specialist
Bob Brandt will write the plans. MOTION by Tomandl|/Soper to write 21 plans with NRCS over
the next three years. MOTION CARRIED.



Taylor County LCD received a grant from NatGLC to fund speakers, materials and planning time
for Brandt for a spring grazing conference and two pasture walks. The grant runs through
December 15, 2017.

Northwest Land Conservation Association, representative, reported: Soper and Stanfley
attended the most recent meeting on December 9 in Hayward. Soper said many county
conservationists in that area are very interested in building relationships with the DNR. The area
poster and speaking contest is Feb. 3.

LCD staffing and program update.

Ben Stanfley: Ben is finishing well closures and will carry over some funds for well
closures and a fencing project into 2017. The Kohn project was completed Thanksgiving week.
Ben and Brent visited the Capelle project, which had been out of compliance, and found all
issues had now been corrected. He surveyed a pit closure and has three well closures for next
year. Ben attended the Big Eau Pleine watershed meeting. The group presented some of the
preliminary data from the TMDL for the Wisconsin River Basin, which will require a phosphorus
reduction of 70-85% in Deer Creek. Ben plans to meet with town officials and residents to come
up with ideas of how they can reduce run-off. He also attended a meeting of the Eau Claire River
watershed group. Soper asked if there should be a group working on the Black River, which
covers a large piece of Taylor County. Ben said he would like to focus more projects on one
watershed before moving to the next, rather than only doing a few projects in each watershed at
the same time.

Brent Tessmer: Brent reported 26 percent of Taylor County’'s farmland is now in a
nutrient management plan, an increase of about 9 percent over last year. Taylor County received
$12,500 in SEG funding in a transfer from Clark County. He checked into the cost of a Farmland
Preservation Plan from North West Regional Planning, which they estimated at $20,000 to
$25,000. The no-till drill was used on 480 acres in 2016 and brought in about $4,000 in revenue.

Karyn Eckert: Karyn passed out a report and maps provided by the UW Water and
Environmental Analysis Lab with results from our drinking water programs. She attended the
Youth Education Committee meeting in Stevens Point in November. We have entries in two
divisions for the poster contest so far. Entries are due Dec. 20. She will be volunteering at the
Wisconsin Envirothon in Rosholt in April and Brent will also attend to help train advisors in soils.
The tree sale is going on with about 1,700 trees sold so far. All species are still available and the
early bird discount ends Jan. 5.

Discuss/take action on 2018 Land and Water Plan. Ben received a quote from North West
Regional Planning of $17,100 to lead the process and create the plan. With the grazing plans,
the Technical Service Fund would be about $2,000 short, but Ben expects there will be enough
fees collected to cover both. Fees from the no-till drill could also be used to help fund grazing
plans. The plan would be approved by DATCP for 10 years and the five-year update would be
done in-house. MOTION by TomandI|/Brooks to contract with North West Regional Planning to
write the 2018 Land and Water Plan. MOTION CARRIED.

Discuss/take action on wetland and well setback variances for Andy Wasylko. Ben
presented a variance request from Andy and Lisa Wasylko to build a liquid tight concrete



manure storage structures within setbacks required by county code. MOTION by
Soper/Tomand| to approve the variances for the wetland and well setbacks. MOTION CARRIED.

Future Meetings and Events:

NEXt LCC MEETING ...t ssessesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssanes Tuesday, February 14, 2017, 9 a.m.
Golden Sands RC&D, Stevens POiNt ......ooceeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeenne Thursday, January 19, 2017, 10 a.m.
NW Area Poster & Speaking Contest, SPOONEr ........covoevvernrrerrrnriereresennnen. Friday, February 3, 2017
Wisconsin Land+Water Conference, Elkhart Lake.........ccooeeeeeveeeeeceeeecenne, March 15-17, 2017

MOTION by Smith/Tomandl to adjourn at 11:36 a.m. MOTION CARRIED



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of October 11, 2016

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:01 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW
Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were
David Krug, Chairman, Ray Soper, Myron Brooks, Joe Tomand| and JoAnn Smith. Ben Stanfley,
County Conservation Engineer; Brent Tessmer, Conservation Technician; Karyn Eckert,
Conservation Assistant; and Deb Esselman, FSA, were also present.

MOTION by Soper/Smith to approve the minutes of the Aug. 9, 2016 meeting. MOTION
CARRIED.

MOTION by Brooks/Tomandl to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Soper/Smith to approve the 8/2/16-10/3/16 bills. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Smith/Tomandl| to approve the July/August 2016 budget analysis subject to audit
and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED.

Reports

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Stanfley reported for Seth
Zesinger who was unable to attend. Zesigner has been busy with reports of bear and corn
damage. Zesigner forwarded the wildlife control budget for 2017 which includes small increases
for living expenses and crop damage. The total budget presented was $24,850.72. MOTION by
Tomandl|/Brooks to approve the 2017 wildlife control budget. MOTION CARRIED.

Golden Sands RC&D, Taylor County representative, reported: Ben attended the September
meeting in Stevens Point. Ben spoke to the City of Medford about creating a readiness plan for
Emerald Ash Borer and doing a green ribbon campaign to create awareness of Ash trees. After a
few meetings, the city indicated they had a plan for EAB and were not interested in participating
in the program. Golden Sands is currently trying to get funding for signage at the
demonstration forest at Jim Livingston's. Committee members suggested partnering with the
DNR forester to host a field day for woodlot owners next year.

Natural Resources Conservation Service, District Conservationist: Knipfel was not able to
attend. Paul Malovrh, NRCS soil conservation technician, retired September 30.

Farm Service Agency, County Director: Esselman reported the Dairy Margin Protection
Program (MPP) sign-up was extended to Dec. 16. The program has provided very little support
for farmers, who paid $76 million in premiums while USDA paid out $11 million in support
payments. FSA is processing 2015 crop payments, which vary by county as calculated by a
formula. Producers who signed up for ARC-County will receive about $10 per acre for corn and
nothing for soybeans. Most will receive about 1/5" of what they did for 2014. Esselman said
farmers should not expect payments for 2016. FSA had two new CRP sign-ups in this county and
has processed more loan applications this year than in the previous five years.



NRCS/County Grazing Program, Grazing Specialist, reported by Ben: Bob Brandt has been
doing follow-up contacts with farmers who received grazing plans. He is willing to work on more
grazing plans if there is money available for them.

Northwest Land Conservation Association, representative, reported: Ray was not able to
attend the last meeting due to conflicts with other meetings. He said the group is concerned
about state budget cuts to conservation. In the last budget cycle, some cuts were averted but
they are proposed once again.

LCD staffing and program update.

Ben Stanfley: Several projects were finished in August and September, including, waterway,
barnyard, cattle lanes, fencing, watering system, etc. He is working on a pit closure, two well
closures, and a manure channel. He is working with a farm to fix drain tile around a manure pit
that was tore out by tillage, and with another farm to close a reception tank that should have
been closed when a manure pit was installed in 2014. Ben visited with landowners to discuss an
erosion complaint near Spirit Lake. Ben finished designing a feed pad and manure pit but it was
pushed into 2017 so the farm can finish securing financing. Other projects for next year include
water lines and a farm interested in cattle lanes and a grazing system. Ben submitted a report to
NRCS which showed our contribution to their projects for staff hours, cost-share and grazing
programs for a total of about $86,000.

Brent Tessmer: The no-till drill has been used on 464 acres so far in 2016. He shared stream
monitoring data in the county. The Eau Pleine watershed, which includes Deer Creek and the
west branch of the Big Eau Pleine, continues to show high phosphorus and low oxygen. All cost-
share for nutrient management planning is allocated for 2016 and Brent is starting to sign-up
farms for 2017. He has a few plans waiting for soil samples after crops come off. Nutrient
management plan training courses will be held in Medford January, 6, 13 and 20. Taylor County
received an extension for its Farmland Preservation Plan through 2017. The plan will need to be
updated if a group petitions to join an Agricultural Enterprise Area (AEA). Taylor County has 16
active agreements with about seven claiming the tax credit.

Karyn Eckert: Order forms are out and being collected for the 2017 Tree & Shrub Sale. The water
program in August had 84 participants. Of those samples, 23 came back positive for coliform
bacteria and three were E. coli positive. Participants received their results with information to
interpret their results. Karyn spoke to three classes at Medford Area Senior High to promote the
poster and speaking contests. Posters and speaking contest entries are due to the LCD by
December 20. The National Grazing Lands Coalition has grants for soil health and grazing
education. Karyn asked for ideas of events LCD should include the grant application. Committee
members supported continuing the spring grazing conference and partnering with the North
Central Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association for a beef grazing event.

Discuss/take action on future of Taylor County grazing program.

Ben is working with NRCS to fund the development of 10 grazing plans. The cost would be
about $1200 per plan, with NRCS and Taylor County splitting the costs. Our cost would be
$6,000 for 10 plans. There would be money available in the technical service fees account and
committee members also suggested using drill revenue to cover our share. MOTION by



Tomandl/Soper to move forward with an agreement with NRCS to develop up to 10 grazing
plans with the county’s contribution not to exceed $6,000. MOTION CARRIED.

Discuss/take action on Technical Service funds. Ben reported in 2018, the county would need
to have a new Land and Water Resource Management Plan with nine key elements. Ben
suggested using money from the Technical Service fund to partner with the regional planning
commission to write the plan using LIDAR data. This would be similar to how the plan was done
in Lafayette County which received much praise. The committee’s consensus was to move
forward with investigating costs for developing the plan.

Discuss/take action on County Line Dairy well setback variance. Ben presented a variance
request from County Line Dairy, which is planning to build a concrete manure pit. The well
location is 120 feet from the site. County code requires a 250-foot setback for all pits. The state
requires a 100-foot setback for a concrete pit. MOTION by Soper/Brooks to approve the
variance for the well setback. MOTION CARRIED.

Future Meetings and Events:

NEXt LCC MEETING ...t sssessssssssssssseees Tuesday, December 13, 2016, 9 a.m.
Golden Sands RC&D, Stevens Point ........ccoecveeveeneenrerneennes Thursday, November 17, 2016, 10 a.m.
Winter County Conservationist Meeting, Wis. Rapids .........ccocoevvevnrronrinrennrens December 1-2, 2016
NW-WLWCA Meeting, Hayward ... Friday, December 9, 2016, 9 a.m.

MOTION by Smith/Tomandl to adjourn at 11:12 a.m. MOTION CARRIED



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of August 9, 2016

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 10:00 a.m. The meeting was held in the
UW Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present
were David Krug, Chairman, Ray Soper, Myron Brooks, Joe Tomandl and JoAnn Smith. Ben
Stanfley, County Conservation Engineer; Brent Tessmer, Conservation Technician; Karyn Eckert,
Conservation Assistant; Seth Zesinger, APHIS; Melissa Knipfel, NRCS; Dan Makovsky and Gene
Knoll, Taylor County Board of Supervisors; and Steve Suchomel were also present.

MOTION by Tomand|/Brooks to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2016 meeting. MOTION
CARRIED.

MOTION by Soper/Smith to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Soper/Tomand| to approve the 6/7/16-8/1/16 bills. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Tomandl|/Smith to approve the May/June 2016 budget analysis and place it on file.
MOTION CARRIED.

Reports

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Seth Zesinger has 12
enrollees. Two more farmers may have claims for goose damage to field corn. Two more
beekeepers had bear damage. A ginseng farmer had deer damage and received an Act 82
shooting permit. Seth said non-lethal wolf abatement tends to push the problem to the next
farm, or wolves figure out ways around it.

Golden Sands RC&D, Taylor County representative (Joe/Brent), reported: Joe and Brent
attended the Golden Sands RC&D meeting July 21 and each attended a subcommittee meeting.
Golden Sands received a grant to help communities develop plans to prepare for Emerald Ash
Borer. Ben submitted Medford as a possible community to do a green ribbon awareness
campaign for EAB. Golden Sands is also developing a 3-year business plan and Joel Kuehnhold
has written a few grazing plans in other counties. Joe said some counties have county-wide lake
associations and he thinks it would be good to have an umbrella group for the lake associations
in this county.

Natural Resources Conservation Service, District Conservationist: Melissa Knipfel distributed
a written report on programs in Price and Taylor counties. The two counties ended up with 55
new Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship (CStP)
contracts. In 2016, CStP will have over $749,200 in payments to program participants in Taylor
and Price counties. The Price, Taylor, Clark Local Work Group (PTC-LWG) met July 20. Melissa
attended a week-long Conservation Planning Course in Marshfield, one of 13 that all NRCS staff
will be required to attend over the next year. Josh Sherman is the new Assistant State
Conservationist for Field Operations in NW Wisconsin.

Farm Service Agency, County Director, reported by Joann: Dairy Margin Protection Program
(MPP) payments were made in May and June for producers who bought coverage between the
$6 and $8 levels. Nationally, payments totaled $11.2 million.



NRCS/County Grazing Program, Grazing Specialist, reported by Ben: A pasture walk was
held at Richard Halopka's farm on July 22 and the final Nat-GLC grant walk is planned for Aug.
11 at Chad and Tamara Pearson’s farm. The grazing agreement with NRCS ended June 30.
Reports were submitted and the final payment was received.

Northwest Land Conservation Association, representative, reported: Ray was not able to
attend the last meeting.

LCD staffing and program update.

Ben has completed two cattle lane projects, two grazing systems and two pit closures. An
all-season water system is in progress. He has three projects to finish yet this year, which include
a barnyard, a waterway and a well closure. Two other manure pit closures are possible. Ben has
about $7,000 remaining for cost-share projects, but money may carry over into next year. Ben
has started a feed pad design and may have a manure pit to design at the same farm in the
future. He is working with NRCS on a manure pit, feed leachate collection, and waste transfer
system. The Eau Claire River Watershed group is creating an implementation group and a small
portion of Taylor County lies within the watershed. A manure spill was reported in July due to a
check valve failure on the farm’s leachate system, causing manure to back syphon into a
vegetative treatment area. The spill was contained and cleaned up. Ben attended an
enforcement hearing for a mink ranch that was reported to the DNR for manure stacking near a
wetland. Brent is working with the owners on a nutrient management plan.

Brent has finished some Nutrient Management Plans (NMPs) and has a few more to work
on. He has used up about 75% of the available cost-share money for this year. Stream
monitoring results were received for May and June and samples were submitted for July. August
samples will be taken to the lab this week and Brent will have a report for the committee in
October. The no-till drill has been used on about 400 acres so far this year. The buckthorn
control project at the Ag Service Center will continue in September.

Karyn submitted the final NRCS claim in July and will submit the final report for the Nat-
GLC grant Aug. 15. The Invasive Species grant for the U.S. Forest Service wrapped up in June.
Bottle distribution for the Drinking Water Testing Program is this week and the collection is Aug.
15. Advertising was done with the Star News, the Shopper and K99/WIGM, along with flyers
posted around the county. She is expecting about 80 participants. Karyn participated in the WI
Land+Water Youth Education Committee’s Aug. 3 phone conference. The poster theme for 2017
is Healthy Soils are Full of Life and the Envirothon topic is Agricultural Soil and Water
Conservation Stewardship. Letters went out to schools in the county inviting them to participate.

Discuss/take action on International Migratory Bird Day Resolution.
MOTION by Smith/Tomandl to approve the resolution. MOTION CARRIED.

Discuss/take action on 2017 budget.

For revenues, the state staffing grant rose by $11,266 while the cost-share funds dropped
$8,100, leaving a net increase in revenue of $3,166. Staffing and benefits rose by $34,609. In
discretionary spending, Ben proposed adding $180 into the training, conferences/meeting
expenses line item due to the increased state rate for hotels. The drop in cost-share funds leaves
discretionary spending down $7,920. Overall, the department’s county levy is budgeted at



$113,630. MOTION by Soper/Tomand| to approve the 2017 budget as presented. MOTION
CARRIED.

Future Meetings and Events:

NEXt LCC MEETING ..ot sissssssssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssnsens Tuesday, October 11, 2016, 9:00 a.m.
Pasture Walk at Chad Pearson Farm, Medford ... Thursday, August 11, 2016
Pasture Walk at Jack Johnson Farm, Medford..........eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeenns Thursday, August 18, 2016
Conservation Observance Day, Calumet COUNtY, ..o Friday, August 26, 2016
NW-WLWCA Meeting/Tour (location TBD) ......cccovveveueeerecereeereineannes Friday, September 16, 2016, 9 a.m.

Grazing GOats @t AQ SEIVICE CONTET ...ttt ss s ss s es s

MOTION by Soper/Tomand| to adjourn at 11:52 a.m. MOTION CARRIED



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of June 14, 2016

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:02 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW
Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were
David Krug, Chairman, Ray Soper, Joe Tomandl and JoAnn Smith. Ben Stanfley, County
Conservation Engineer; Brent Tessmer, Conservation Technician; Karyn Eckert, Conservation
Assistant; Seth Zesinger, APHIS; Deb Esselman, FSA; Joel Kuehnhold, Golden Sands RC&D;
Brandon Fait, Star News; and Steve Suchomel were also present.

MOTION by Soper/Smith to approve the minutes of the March 30, 2016 meeting. MOTION
CARRIED.

MOTION by Tomandl/Smith to approve the agenda with the addition of public comment from
Suchomel on the Town of Little Black water monitoring program. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Smith/Soper to approve the 3/21-6/6/16 bills and March/April 2016 budget
analysis and place it on file with a correction to remove item #19, WI Land+Water for $540,
because it is a duplicate of item #14. MOTION CARRIED.

Public Comment

Steve Suchomel reported the Town of Little Black secured agreements with private landowners
and installed five Wellntel devices which will provide non-invasive monitoring. The devices are
solar-powered and monitor static water levels.

Reports

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Seth Zesinger currently has
eight enrollees, mostly apiaries. Shooting permits and pyrotechnics were used to successfully
address goose damage. There have been no wolf damage complaints in the county, although
Zesinger reported there have been a fair number in surrounding counties.

Golden Sands RC&D, Assistant Director, reported: Joel Kuehnhold discussed the decision to
raise membership dues to provide a more stable income for office operations. Along with the
dues increase, Kuehnhold would like to provide an increase in service to the county and asked
members to bring their ideas and concerns to Golden Sands. Kuehnhold would like Taylor
County to participate in a project to join small acreage woodlots with cooperative agreements in
order to make them eligible for DNR conservation programs. Kuehnhold can write grazing plans
at a rate of $35 per hour and would be willing to help find money to fund the grazing
conference once Taylor County’s grant ends. Ag plastics was also discussed as a project where
Golden Sands could provide assistance.

Natural Resources Conservation Service, District Conservationist: No report.

Farm Service Agency, County Director, reported: Deb said the FSA staff is busy with crop
reports and will be starting the next round of Dairy Margin Protection Program (MPP) sign ups
in July. The office made payments at the $7.50 margin and could make payments at the $6.50
level in the coming months. Deb passed out brochures for I Want to FARM (Family Agriculture
Resource Management), an effort by the Rural Economic Planning Council. The brochure



encourages farmers to use free resources to help them survive the economic downturn in
farming and includes a list of contacts. Deb said not all the resources fit, so there is also a web
site, www.iwanttofarm.org. The brochures area being distributed at government offices,
businesses and dairy breakfasts.

NRCS/County Grazing Program, Grazing Specialist, reported by Ben: Bob has completed 7
grazing plans and has one remaining. A pasture walk was held May 23 at Glenn and Mary
Harder's in Rib Lake. A no-till meeting and beef meeting is planned for July 22 and a soil health
meeting is in the works. Bob’s grant ends June 30 and no additional funding is expected.

Northwest Land Conservation Association, representative, reported: Ray attended a
meeting in April in Stevens Point. Dates for the summer tour are pending.

LCD staffing and program update.
Karyn Eckert was introduced as the new Conservation Assistant. There were 40 applicants for the
position, of which four were interviewed.

Brent passed around before and after photos of the areas grazed by goats to reduce invasive
buckthorn at the Ag Service Center. He worked with fifth graders from Medford Area Middle
School May 17 for the annual Buckthorn Bash at the city park. Brent will return to the site to
treat stumps. Brent removed a patch of garlic mustard that was discovered. In the tree sale,
10,200 trees were sold and profits were up due to fewer leftover trees. The no-till drill was used
at 15 farms on 292 acres, mostly for pasture and hay seeding, but a few farmers planted oats
and soybeans with it. Maintenance will be needed to replace a missing seed box level indicator
and repair a leaking lift cylinder. Brent took stream monitoring samples in May and will take
June samples this week. A water sample in Lublin was found to be high in manganese and
results were forwarded to the DNR. Soper said there may be funds available through the health
department to help cover sampling costs of other wells in Lublin.

Ben has designs completed for all of our 2016 cost-share projects. He is working on three more
manure pit closures and is working with a farmer who would like to build a manure pit for a 400-
cow dairy. Some of the projects Ben worked on were a hydrology study for a DNR permit,
enforcement hearing with the DNR on a mink ranch, a pit closure, two cattle lanes and a
possible third, a fencing plan with waterlines, a gully erosion plan, an all-season waterer, and a
barnyard. 500 maple trees were handed out during Maple Fest in April. The department audit for
DATCP and all the other grants was completed this week.

Discuss/take action on drinking water testing program rates.

Stanfley recommended keeping water testing program rates at the current level of $25 each for
the homeowner’s and metals packages and $20 per package for first time participants. MOTION
by Soper/Smith to water testing rates the same for 2016. MOTION PASSED.

Future Meetings and Events:

3. NeXt LCC MEEtING ..cvoveeeiieieiieeceeeeeee e Tuesday, August 9, 2016, 9:00 a.m.
D, Grazing GOALS ........oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e June 10™ - 24™ 2016
c. Golden Sands RC&D, Stevens Point .......c.ccccevvvevercenrnnnnne. Thursday, July 21*, 2016, 10:00 a.m.



d. Summer County CON MEELING ....ccveveueriiieieieieeceree e July 215t -22" 2016
€. COUNLY FAIE oo August 4" — 7" 2016
. Drinking Water Program ..........cocoocoevoeveeeoneeoseeeeeeseeseeeseeeesssssesees s August 8™"-12' 2016
g.

NW-WLWCA Meeting/ SUMMET TOUT ..ottt enens

MOTION by Tomand|/Smith to adjourn at 11:31 a.m. MOTION CARRIED



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of March 30, 2016

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:02 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW
Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were
David Krug, Chairman, Ray Soper, Joe Tomand|, JoAnn Smith, and Daniel Makovsky. Ben
Stanfley, County Conservation Engineer; Lanice Szomi, Conservation Assistant; Seth Zesinger,
APHIS; Melissa Knipfel, NRCS; County Board Chair Chuck Zenner, and Steve Suchomel were also
present for the meeting.

MOTION by Makovsky/Tomand| to approve the minutes of the February 8, 2016 meeting.
MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the 2/01-3/18/16 bills and January/February 2016
budget analysis and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED.

Reports

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Seth Zesinger announced
that he has officially replaced Ed Zydzik, who retired as of 1/29/16. He will be located in the
Ladysmith DNR station. He's been getting calls from bee keepers and is working with a local
producer to be proactive to reduce goose damage.

Golden Sands RC&D, Taylor County representative (Joe/Ben), reported: Tomandl and
Stanfley attended the meeting on March 17. The committee reported on the status of the
groundwater bills in Madison. Stanfley is working with their grazing specialist to see what
activities can be expanded into our area such as soil health workshops, farm-to-school, Emerald
Ash Borer, and the demo forest.

Natural Resources Conservation Service, District Conservationist, reported: Melissa
reported that the second batch of EQIP applications were submitted and she’s waiting to hear
about funding approval. There are 12 applications pre-approved for funding under the Young
Forest Initiative to shear tag elder next winter. CSP applications are due 3/31/16, as are the 2012
CSP renewals. Josh Sherman is the new Assistant Conservationist at the Area Office in Altoona.
He'll be starting in May 2016.

Farm Service Agency, County Director, reported: Deb was unable to attend. JoAnn reported
that there will be a co-committee meeting for Clark & Taylor on 4/7/16. 1 granary loan has been
approved

NRCS/County Grazing Program, Grazing Specialist, reported by Lanice: Bob's grazing
conference on March 12, 2016 at Meadowview Golf Course went well. Everyone was impressed
with Gabe Brown and the other speakers. There were approximately 100 people in attendance.
Would recommend the golf course to others for meetings as the hospitality and food were
excellent.



Bob is working on 3 grazing plans from the winter and will be having more pasture walks as the
weather warms up and straightens out. One of which may be a no-till drill demonstration.

Northwest Land Conservation Association, representative, reported: Ray, and the other
committee members who attended, commented on the sessions that they attended at the
WLWCA conference in early March. Ray will have a Legislative/Admin committee teleconference
in early April.

LCD staffing and program update.
Brent Tessmer, the new Conservation Technician, was unable to meet the committee due to the
impending birth of the couple’s first child.

Ben updated the committee on the status of the department. He has submitted the final SWRM
reimbursement for staffing. He is working on the 2017 grant application, along with the newly
required annual work plan — which is due April 15, 2016. Ben has completed working on a
wetland scrape, a grazing system, and a gully erosion site. He attended the March CDAC
meeting and met the new DNR Game Warden. Assisted in responding to a manure violation
complaint at a local mink ranch and received a tip about severe erosion and potential manure
contamination in the road ditch on Hwy 73 south of Jump River. Ben has done two educational
presentations since the last meeting, one was an interview with three Medford middle schoolers
about the effects of petroleum products and the environment and the other was a presentation
on groundwater to the local Towns Association. In an effort to educate more producers about
the possible cost share available for manure pit closures, Ben sent out a postcard to over 60
landowners who have idle pits in the county. We've had 3 people respond, 1 of which is looking
to go ahead with a closure. There has also been an increase in calls from local businesses
looking for certified pits that they can use for waste storage.

Ben gave the committee a copy of the 2017 work plan to review. DATCP provided a template in
which to follow that included what areas of concern they had. Ben asked members for input on
the numbers (hours & cost allocation) and goals he had listed. There were also local goals listed,
such as the LCD's drinking water program, stream monitoring, tree sale, and invasive species
control. MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the tentative work plan presented and to have
the LCD chair sign the plan once the final numbers are filled in, so it can be submitted by the
April 15, 2016 deadline. MOTION PASSED.

Lanice updated the committee about the March grazing conference. Once all the bills/donations
have been documented and a request for reimbursement will be submitted. Bob will be working
with NRCS and making contacts from attendees at the March conference on potential grazing
plans for 2016. The tree sale is going well, over 6,900 trees are sold so far which results in
$10,000 in sales. Lanice is hoping for the April 22 sale date. Notification will go out to those who
ordered trees during the 1st week of April. Extra trees will be sold throughout the following
week, and specifically during the Maple Festival event on 3/30/16. Lanice has been working with
Marathon & Clark counties to get the tuition reimbursements ready for the producers who've
completed the training and returned their checklists and a copy of their nutrient management
plans. The DATCP grant for the education reimbursement is due 4/15/16 so Szomi is working
with Marathon, Clark, and Wood counties to write the application. The drinking water program



will be August 8-12, 2016, with the sample pick-up/drop off to be on Monday, August 15. Lanice
recently attended a meeting of the Upper Chippewa Invasive Species Co-op to review the report
of terrestrial invasive species findings in Taylor County. Bound copies of the report and a poster
will be available for display. The buckthorn project using goats will move ahead at the Service
Center in June. Szomi passed around a flyer for the Northcentral WI Cattlemen’s Association
annual Beef Round Up day which will be held on May 14 at the Brecke Rodeo Grounds.

Discuss/take action on resignation of Conservation Assistant.

The resignation letter for Szomi was read to the committee. She has accepted a full-time
position with the Farm Service Agency and will start her new job on 4/18/16. MOTION by
Makovsky/Tomandl to accept the resignation of the current Conservation Assistant. MOTION
PASSED.

Discuss/take action to rehire the Conservation Assistant position at 35 hours/week.
Stanfley would like to rehire the position at 35 hours/week versus the current 25. He feels this
will help attract and retain qualified personnel. He also pointed out that in the past there was 4
full time staff and they currently only have 2.5 staff. The department also has more Bond & SEG
grant funds than ever before, along with more programs. MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to rehire
the position at 35 hours per week. MOTION PASSED.

Discuss/take action on tree planter tire replacement.

The tires on the LCD tree planter are weather-checked and a liability. Szomi got bids from 3 local
businesses who sell tires. Recommendation is to go with Meyer Tire for a total of $404.00.
MOTION by Tomandl/Smith to accept the quote from Meyer Tire. MOTION PASSED.

Future Meetings and Events:

h. Next LCC MEETING ...coveuuiiiiiieicieiciee e Tuesday, June 14% 2016, 9:00 a.m.
i.  Golden Sands RC&ID MINQG .....coueueueuimiiniriieicettsee s Thursday, May 19, 10 a.m.
J. NW-WLWCA Meeting, Hayward .........c.ccoorrreiinnneecceeeees Friday, June 10", 10:15 a.m.
k. Summer County Conservationist MtNQg ........ccccceiirrniei e TBD

MOTION by Makovsky/Tomandl to adjourn at 11:44 a.m. MOTION CARRIED



TAYLOR COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of February 8, 2016

The LCC meeting was called to order by Dave Krug at 9:00 a.m. The meeting was held in the UW
Extension Meeting Room, County-USDA Service Center, Medford, WI. Members present were
David Krug, Chairman, Ray Soper, Joe Tomand|, JoAnn Smith, and Daniel Makovsky. Ben
Stanfley, County Conservation Engineer; Lanice Szomi, Conservation Assistant; Ed Zydzik and
Seth Zesinger, APHIS; Melissa Knipfel, NRCS; County Board Chair Chuck Zenner, and Steve
Suchomel were also present for the meeting.

MOTION by Makovsky/Tomandl| to approve the minutes of the December 8 and 15, 2015
meetings. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the agenda. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION by Soper/Makovsky to approve the 12/01/15-1/29/16 bills. MOTION CARRIED.
MOTION by Makovsky/Tomand| to approve the November & December 2015 Budget Analysis
and place it on file. MOTION CARRIED.

Reports

Wildlife Damage Program, Wildlife Damage Specialist, reported: Ed Zydzik introduced Seth
Zesinger who will be the interim specialist since Ed retired as of 1/29/16. They had 2 damage
claims — one for geese at Gary Neumann'’s for $1,384.96, the other for bear at Keith Skabroud'’s
for $309.99. MOTION by Tomandl/Smith to approved the wildlife claims. MOTION PASSED.

Golden Sands RC&D, Taylor County representative (Joe/Lanice), reported: Tomandl and
Szomi attended the meeting on January 27. The majority of the committee and full Council
meetings revolved around the proposed groundwater bills that are being discussed in Madison.
No action has been taken yet, but they are considering writing letters to see if the bills can be
held until the next session instead of being voted on too quickly.

Steve Suchomel informed the committee of the next step that the Town of Little Black is doing
to help monitor their water issues. They are looking into purchasing 5 devices called “WellnTell”
that use sonar technology to monitor water levels in private wells.

Natural Resources Conservation Service, District Conservationist, reported: Melissa
reported that her Program Assistant position will be eliminated after September 30, 2016. Taylor
& Price counties had 60+ EQIP applications, of which 28 ranked high. Meaning they had all the
paperwork done, designs completed and were shovel-ready. The next deadline for project
approval will be March 4, 2016. The tag alder and aspen shearing for wildlife habitat is going
well. CSP sign-ups will be taken until the March 31 deadline.

Farm Service Agency, County Director, reported: Deb was unable to attend. JoAnn reported
that the CRP sign-ups are still going on. Producers are being reminded to get their rental
agreements done now before crop reporting starts this summer.

NRCS/County Grazing Program, Grazing Specialist, reported by Lanice: Bob will have a
grazing conference on March 12, 2016 at Meadowview Golf Course. He has Gabe Brown from
Bismarck, ND speaking on cover crops, grazing, and soil health. He is working on 2 more grazing
plans. Steve remarked to the group that without UWEX, the Northcentral Cattlemen'’s
Association would not be where it is today, and able to be one of the sponsors for Bob's
conference.



Northwest Land Conservation Association, representative, reported: Ray was on the
teleconference where the main topics were the potential legislation regarding fish farming &
diverting water, the current groundwater legislation and what the committee should prioritize.
The next meeting of the NW-WLWCA will be February 5, 2016 in Spooner. This meeting will
include the poster & speaking contest. Szomi commented that Taylor LCD has 4 posters moving
onto the Area competition, 2 in middle school and 2 in high school divisions.

LCD staffing and program update.

Ben updated the committee on the status of the department. All the 2014 and 2015
conservation assistance funds have been spent and reimbursed by DATCP. April 15, 2016 is the
deadline for the staffing grant. There is a new requirement this year to have yearly benchmarks
as part of the plan instead of referring to the County Land & Water plan. Ben is working on 2
cattle lanes & grazing systems, 1 small fencing project, a wetland scrape/stream crossing and
potentially a cattle watering well. Ben is reviewing the Land Information Department’'s manure
pit GIS layer so a letter and news release can be created to inform farmers about the manure pit
ordinance and also cost-share funds available for pit closures. Ben recently received Engineering
job approval through DATCP so he can sign off on plans. Attended the Eau Claire Watershed
Coalition meeting in January and they were invited to be on the grazing conference agenda in
March.

Lanice has been helping Bob Brandt on the March grazing conference. All reimbursements for
grazing plans and pasture walks have been submitted for 2015 & those funds have been
received. Bob will be working with NRCS and making contacts through the March conference on
potential grazing plans for 2016. The tree sale is going well, over 4,800 trees are sold so far.
There are 300 maple trees ordered now, but Forestry Dept. agreed to help purchase another 200
trees to hand out at the MapleFest celebration on April 30th. Looking at April 22-23 for the tree
pick-up dates, then leftovers would be available for sale at MapleFest. May 6-7 would be the
back-up sale dates if the spring is bad. The Nutrient Management-Farmer education program
had 4 producers who took the refresher portion and 1 took the full course. The DATCP grant for
the education reimbursement is due 4/15/16 so Szomi is working with Marathon & Clark County
to write the application. The committee members attending the WLWCA conference this year
are all set to go with room reservations and conference registration.

Ben updated the committee on the status of the Conservation Technician position has been
filled by Brent Tessmer. He was the technician for Clark County. He will start March 7.

Discuss/take action on May 14 International Migratory Bird Day resolution.

The resolution recognizing May 14th at International Migratory Bird Day was drafted and
reviewed. MOTION by Tomandl|/Makovsky to support the resolution and present it to the full
County Board. MOTION PASSED.

Future Meetings and Events:
a. Next LCC MEELING ..o Tuesday, April 12th, 2016, 9:00 a.m.
b. Golden Sands RC&D Meeting .....ccccovvveveeeeeinineeieeeiseee e Thursday, March 17, 10 a.m.

MOTION by Makovsky/Tomandl to adjourn at 11:05 am. MOTION CARRIED



