
 

TAYLOR COUNTY 

Local Emergency Planning Committee 

Minutes of Meeting 

DATE: June 13, 2016  TIME:  9:30AM    PLACE: Ground Floor Training Room 

 

Present:  Rollie Thums, Bill Breneman, Mary Williams, Jerry Butler, Harry Sweda, Scott Lindow, 

Mike Danen, Lisa Olson-McDonald, Chad Demulling, Mike Filas, Fred Ebert and Mike Schaefer 

 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:30am by Rollie Thums, Chairman 

 

Agenda:  Motion to approve agenda by Mary Williams, second by Jerry Butler.  Motion carried.  

 

Election of Officers 

Current officers are: Rollie Thums, Chairman (appointed by the County Board); Mike Danen, Vice 

Chair; Bill Breneman, Secretary; Patty Krug, Alternate Secretary.  

Vice chair: Motion by Rollie Thums to nominate Mike Danen as vice chair, second by 

Jerry Butler.  Motion carried. 

Alternate Secretary: Harry Sweda nominated Patty Krug for alternate secretary, Mike 

Danen seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  

Secretary: Rollie Thums nominated Bill Breneman for secretary, second by Mary Williams.   

 

Review/Update LEPC By-Laws:  Bill Breneman reported to the committee that he had reviewed 

the By-Laws and was not aware of any changes that needed to be made. A motion to 

approve the by-laws was made by Harry Sweda and seconded by Jerry Butler.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Review/Update LEPC Membership List:  The membership list made reviewed.  Bill Breneman 

requested that Christine Gengler be added as a representative for EMS.   Motion to approve 

the list with that addition was made by Chad Demulling, seconded by Jerry Butler.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Update Procedures for Recovery of HazMat Response Expenditures: All local response 

claims shall be submitted to the Taylor County LEPC through the Emergency Management 

Office. Authority for collection for HazMat related expenses is covered under WI Statute 

323.71.  Motion to approve the procedure for HazMat Response Expenditures was made by 

Harry Sweda with a second by Mary Williams. Motion carried.     

 

Designation of State to be LEPC Inspector:  Bill Breneman provided a copy of the authority for 

the State Designation to be the LEPC Inspector found in WI. Statute 323.60(7m).   Mary 

Williams made a motion to designate the state to be the LEPC inspector.  Second was made 

by Mike Danen.  Motion carried. 

 

Designate the Taylor County Emergency Management Director to be the Community 

Emergency Coordinator. Motion by Jerry Butler, second by Mike Schaefer to designate the 

Taylor County Emergency Management Director to be the Community Emergency 



 

Coordinator.   Motion carried. 

 

Spill Report:  There was one spill which occurred on 11/18/15.  A semi had ran over some road 

debris and punctured the fuel tank.  The truck parked on the Marathon Cheese Parking lot.  

It was estimated that about 30 gallons of diesel fuel leaked out.  This leak was reported to 

the DNR.   

 

Off –Site Plans (10) were made available for review of LEPC.  Chad Demulling stated that there 

would be changes in the Nestle Off-Site Plan in the next few weeks.  At that time, all 

ammonia will be stored outside.  Bill Breneman requested that updates be placed into the 

Off-Site Plan as soon as changes were made.   

 

Round Table Discussion: 

Jerry Butler requested information regarding the reporting requirements for Rib Lake Water 

Plant.  Discussion about how other communities in Taylor County are handling this and why 

Rib Lake has to report and others do not.  Lisa Olson-McDonald suggested that EM Director 

Bill Breneman look into this.   

 

Mike Filas reported that Taylor County is now active in MABAS, and the Division number will be 

159.  At the August 4th, 2016  Taylor County Fire Association Meeting in Rib Lake, a date for 

organizing MABAS with election of Officers will be set.   

 

Bill Breneman reported on the use of CodeRed during the June 5th Severe Thunderstorm that hit 

Taylor County.  He reported that Sheriff Daniels and he are looking into some improvements 

on the way the calls are made including looking at an optional CodeRed weather software 

that is activated automatically when the National Weather Service sends a storm warning.  

Advantages:  target area where the warning applies; Disadvantages: this is a complete “opt 

in” arrangements.  Citizens would have to enter all their phone numbers, land lines and cell if 

they want to get the storm warnings.  Bill Breneman reported that he is looking into 

telephone issues with handling the Code Red system.   

 

There was a general discussion about communication and how a serious storm would affect 

communications.   

 

Next Meeting:   The next annual meeting will be by or before April 30, 2017.   

 

Motion to adjourn at 10:05am was made by Harry Sweda with a second by Fred Ebert.  Motion 

Carried. 

 

William K. Breneman, Secretary LEPC 


