
 

 

TOURISM COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, December 13, 2016  

Chamber of Commerce 

 

Call Meeting to Order:   Diane Albrecht called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 

Members Present:   Diane Albrecht, Sue Breneman, Gene Knoll, Krist Punzel, Don Liske, Dave 

Lemke, Michelle Grimm and Bruce Strama were present.   

Members Absent:  Ken Klahn was absent. 

Other Attendees:   Andrea Buksa, and Sue Emmerich were also present. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the October 11, 2016 meeting:  Punzel/Lemke to approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  

 

Approve the agenda:  Breneman/Punzel to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 

 

Wisconsin Department of Tourism update:  Jeff Anderson, Regional Tourism Specialist 

presented an overview of the Wisconsin Department of Tourism.  He noted that tourism 

spending has increased by 30% in the past five years.  “Fun in Wisconsin” is the theme of the 

current promotion.  Anderson showed several videos which have or will be shown on television, 

social media or both along with an audio presentation that will air on certain radio stations 

using the promotional theme.  He also noted the “Travel Wisconsin Website” which has an 

abundance of tourism and promotional information.  He had distributed literature listing 

marketing resources available to aid in communication services, WEB marketing and advertising 

along with several other areas that may be of interest.  Committee members thanked Anderson 

for the update.  

 

Update on website:  Andrea Buksa and Michelle Grimm reported on the current state of the 

website.   Discussion ensued with concerns about some of the private businesses that are 

currently listed on the site and the report of a complaint by a private business questioning why 

their business is not listed when another similar business is.  It was the consensus of the majority 

of committee members that no private businesses including eating establishments and motels 

should be listed on the tourism website but that there should be a link from the tourism website 

to municipal websites where private businesses may be located and where those private 

businesses could be listed and promoted.  It was also noted that there needs to be an easy link 

from the Taylor County site to the tourism site.  Buksa and Grimm will address those issues and 

Gene Knoll offered to speak with Taylor County IT staff about the link between the county site 

and the tourism site.  

 

Discuss proposal to update/replace current Taylor County signage with more current 

signage that would include website information.  Andrea Buksa distributed a draft of signage 

for review by committee members.  The draft included several images including a snowmobile, 

ATV and fisherman.  Committee members questioned whether the website address should be 

included, whether the tourism logo should be included among other concerns.  There was 

extended discussion with no action.   This item will be placed on the next meeting agenda.  

 



 

 

UTV and ATV trail update:  Don Liske reported on the current status of the trail system and 

municipal routes within the county.  There are several municipalities that do not intend to create 

an ordinance opening any municipal roads or streets to UTV and ATVs and a couple that intend 

to amend their current ordinances.  Liske and others will continue to monitor the situation and 

once those amendments are made along with some proposed additional county road additions 

to connect trails the map will not be developed and printed.   

 

Review requests for promotional funds:  There were three requests for promotional funds.   

1. Taylor County Lions Maplefest Committee submitted a request for $2,000 for advertising 

and marketing the April 29, 2017 “Maplefest Event”.  Liske/Punzel to approve $2,000 for 

the 2017 “Maplefest” event as requested.  The motion carried. 

2. Huey’s Hideaway requested $1,500 for a new snowshoe event, “Huey’s Twilight Trot” to 

be held on February 18, 2017.  The money would be used to market the event.  

Breneman/Punzel to approve the request for $1,500 by Huey’s Hideaway for the 

snowshoe race.  The motion carried. 

3. The Medford Chamber of Commerce requested $2,000 to help expand advertisement and 

marketing for the “Women’s Weekend” event to be held on February 24th and 25th, 2017.  

Breneman/Lemke to approve $2000 for advertising and marketing of the 2017 event.  The 

motion carried. 

 

Reports: 

a.  Brian Wilson had dropped off copies of the Star News Report for review by committee 

members. The  

Report did make note that information for a poster that will feature ice fishing contest 

locations and dates will have to be submitted by December 23rd.  Breneman/Punzel to 

approve $200 for printing an ice fishing events poster.  The motion carried.   

Andrea Buksa distributed reports for October and November which were reviewed by 

committee members.   

 

Report on past, current or future tourism activities or events:  There was no report on 

activities, but during considerations for other agenda items some had been mentioned earlier.   

 

Public input/correspondence:  There was no public input or correspondence. 

 

Approve the invoices:  Strama reported that the invoices from both August and September 

totaled $224.79, but also asked that a $1,000 invoice received from the Taylor County Forestry 

Department for resurfacing the Pine Line Trail also be approved even though the payment had 

been initially directedy the Committee at the April 12, 2016 Tourism Meeting held in Rib Lake  

Breneman/Punzel to approve payment of the invoices which including the Pine Line expenditure 

totaled $1,224.79.  The motion carried.    

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Tourism Committee was 

scheduled for Tuesday, February 14, 2017 at 2:30 p.m. at the chamber office. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Punzel/Lemke to adjourn the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  

The motion carried.   



 

 

 

 

Bruce P. Strama 



 

 

TOURISM COMMITTEE   

Tuesday, October 11, 2016  

Gilman Village Hall  

 

Call Meeting to Order:   Diane Albrecht called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

Members Present:   Diane Albrecht, Sue Breneman, Gene Knoll, Krist Punzel, Don Liske, Dave 

Lemke, Michelle Grimm and Bruce Strama were present.   

Members Absent:  Ken Klahn was absent. 

Other Attendees:   Andrea Buksa, Paul Webb and Scott Webb were also present. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the August 16, 2016 meeting:  Breneman/Punzel to approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  

 

Approve the agenda:  Knoll/Lemke to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 

 

Update on website, including additional funding approval to allow expansion of the site:  

Michelle Grimm distributed information pertaining to the current status of the website, noting 

that the initial focus is on outdoor recreation including the parks, campsites and other activities 

that the county offers.  She brought up the site on a laptop and reviewed features of the website 

including the listing of parks which committee members noted was incorrect as the Gilman Park 

was not included and both North Twin and Katherine Lake sites are currently closed.  Those 

changes will be made.  There was additional discussion related to availability of photos, internal 

links and search engine optimization prior to a Liske/Knoll motion that up to an additional 

$2,000 be approved for website expansion.  The motion carried.    

 

Discuss proposal to update/replace current Taylor County signage with more current 

signage that would include website information.  PRO DESIGNS had prepared several drafts 

of appropriate signage which Andrea Buksa distributed for review by committee members.  The 

proposed signs would be four foot high and eight feet long and cost $450.00 each.  Strama also 

reported that the county has extended agreements with property owners where the current 

signs are located and those agreements are for ground area only with a two foot by ten foot 

dimension for sign placement and agreement to maintain that area with no other stipulations in 

those agreements, so changing sign design would not be an issue.  There was extended 

discussion of issues including clutter of signage, use of the new logo and the inclusion of the 

web address with some differing opinion on those issues.  Buksa offered to forward the 

information discussed and have PRO  

DESIGNS draft additional versions for review by the Committee.  It was noted that there are 

several major highway entrances into the county that currently have no signage.  Strama will 

contact land owners in the vicinity of where signs may be place and check on availability of lease 

area for the additional signage.   This item will be placed on the next meeting agenda.  

 

Review requests for promotional funds:  There were no requests for promotional funds.  

Strama did inform committee members of remaining budgetary funding available in 2016, also 

noting the approval of $1,000 for Pine Line Trail resurfacing in 2016 from the promotional 

funding account.     

 



 

 

Reports: 

a.  Brian Wilson distributed copies of the Fall/Winter Visitors Guide and reviewed several 

promotional activities supported by the Star News.  He also informed committee 

members that as December is such a busy month with numerous events, that an events 

poster should be dedicated to the single month instead of for a two- month period as in 

the past.  Breneman/Lemke to approve funding of $200.00 for developing, printing and 

distribution of a December Events Poster.  The motion carried.  The deadline for 

submittal of information to be featured on the December poster is November 20th. 

b. Andrea Buksa distributed reports for August and September which was reviewed by 

committee members.  She had also distributed a list of proposed swag items along with 

related expense for those items.  Following review of the proposed items which could be 

distributed to participants in tourism activities like “Camper of the Week” or other 

promotions, Breneman/Liske to approve purchase of 100 can cozies @ $.99 each plus a 

$20 set-up fee and 125 4X4 inch magnets for $.99 each plus a $20 set-up fee.  The 

motion carried.  Both items will display the Tourism Logo.  The Committee may order 

other items in the future dependent on expense and available funds. 

 

Report on past, current or future tourism activities or events:  Don Liske reported on the 

current status of the ATV trails and routes in Taylor County.  There are only three towns that do 

not have resolution pertaining to ATV routes within their municipalities.  He informed committee 

members that the intent of the county is to allow changes to routes on county highways on a 

semi-annual basis only, so if a town route ends at a county highway, that route could only be 

connected to the adjacent town via county highway semi-annually.  There will be an effort to get 

resolutions passed in those municipalities prior to April when it is targeted to initiate the first 

semi-annual county trail designation so there will not be any issues with use of county highways 

to connect town ATV trails.  He also noted the difference in age requirements for operation of 

ATVs in county, town and state regulations.  Liske said it makes it difficult when some towns and 

the county require riders to be 16 and others and the state allowing operation of an ATV by 

those 12 years old as long as they are with an adult when they navigate between municipalities 

with different requirements.  He felt those different requirements also make it difficult for law 

enforcement and that standardizing those requirements should be addressed.  Liske also said 

that as of October 1, 2016 off-road motorcycles are allowed on designated ATV trails, but not 

routes unless approved by the municipality.  The county could and has opted out on allowance 

of motorcycles on the Camp 8 trails.  According to Liske UTVs will also be allowed on the 

Perkinstown ATV Trail beginning on May 1, 2017 coinciding with operation of ATVs on that trail.  

Liske also reported on organized ATV rides and the importance of trails that allow access to 

businesses to help them prosper.  Knoll noted that it is estimated that 75% of the income at 

local establishments is from food sales and not alcoholic beverages.  The importance of the 

horse trails and participants in trail rides was also noted by Liske. 

 

Public input/correspondence:  There was no public input or correspondence. 

 

Approve the invoices:  Strama reported that the invoices from both August and September 

totaled $92.72.  Knoll/Punzel to approve payment of the invoices.  The motion carried.  It was 

also noted that the new TDS fee for the line to the reader-board has been reduced by $12.04 to 

$39.66 per month. 



 

 

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Tourism Committee was 

scheduled for Tuesday, December 13, 2016 at 2:30 p.m. at the chamber office. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Punzel/Breneman to adjourn the meeting at 3:30 p.m.  

The motion carried.   

 

 

Bruce P. Strama 

 

 
 



 

 

TOURISM COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 

Chamber Office 

 

Call Meeting to Order:   Diane Albrecht called the meeting to order at 2:30 p.m. 

Members Present:   Diane Albrecht, Sue Breneman, Gene Knoll, Krist Punzel, Ken Klahn, Don 

Liske, Dave Lemke, Michelle Grimm and Bruce Strama were present.   

Members Absent:  All members present. 

Other Attendees:   Andrea Buksa 

 

Approve the Minutes of the June 14, 2016 meeting:  Punzel/Lemke to approve the minutes 

of the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  

 

Approve the agenda:  Breneman/Knoll to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 

 

Discuss and act on a resolution declaring International Bird Day:  Strama had included a 

copy of the resolution declaring the second Saturday in May as International Migratory Bird Day 

when distributing the agendas.  The resolution was identical to the resolution passed the last 

several years excepting date changes.  Lemke/Klahn to approve the resolution as presented.  

The motion carried. 

 

Website update:  Michelle Grimm distributed information pertaining to the content of the 

website which is still being created.  Committee members reviewed the information distributed 

along with a draft presented on a laptop.  Members had concerns with the enormous amount of 

information that had been proposed to be included on the site acknowledging that they had 

given direction at the previous meeting to include all of the information not realizing how busy 

the site would be.  There were also concerns related to inclusion of private entities on the site 

which the committee members would like to limit.  Uncomplicated links to community web sites 

was cited as a necessity.  Grimm will send the email containing a draft of the site to Bruce 

Strama for distribution to committee members who should contact Grimm with any proposals or 

concerns, which will then be addressed by Grimm, Buksa and Kelly Patrick.  It was also noted 

that it would be advantageous to include the web address on the Welcome to Taylor County 

signs on the major highways entering Taylor County.  As the signs may need to be replaced, 

Strama will look into the current contracts with property owners where the signs are located and 

the proposal will be included on the next Tourism Agenda.   

 

Review proposed 2017 Tourism Budget for submittal to the Budget Review Committee for 

approval on September 21st at 11:00 a.m.  Strama had distributed copies of the budget 

worksheet for tourism.  He noted that the only change that had been made was budgeting $25 

less for office supplies and $25 more for advertising.  The county has requested that there be a 

0% increase in the budget for 2017.  He also noted that $1,000 in expenditures from the 

promotional activities has been designated for a matching grant application for the Pine Line 

Trail.  When questioned by Strama, Buksa noted that the Chamber of Commerce would not be 

requesting an increase in their annual fee of $18,000.  Following further discussion, 

Breneman/Liske to approve the proposed 2017 Tourism Budget as submitted.  The motion 

carried.  



 

 

Review requests for promotional funds:  There were no requests for promotional funds. 

 

Reports: 

a. Brian Wilson was unable to attend, but had delivered a report to Strama for distribution 

at the meeting. His report suggested that if possible the “Camper of the Week” winners 

should receive some sort of recognition in the form of “swag” which could include hats, 

t-shirts, or other items with the tourism logo.  Following discussion members requested 

that Andrea Buksa get an estimated expense for several items that could be included in a 

gift bag presented to the camper of the week which could also include maps and, a 

compass among other items discussed.   In order to print the September/October events 

poster Wilson will need information by August 24th.  

b. Andrea Buksa distributed reports for June and July.  She reviewed activities and events at 

the Fair and thanked Sue Brenneman for her assistance in the booth at the Taylor County 

Fair.  She did note that the sign-board at the HWY 13-64 intersection did have some 

repairs in July and will be requiring an extensive update possibly in 2017. 

 

Report on past, current or future tourism activities or events:  Krist Punzel reported on the 

Rib Lake Ice Age Days event noting the addition of the sports show on Main Street that did 

attract many individuals.  Several committee members did mention how well received the new 

refreshment stand was during the Fair. 

 

Public input/correspondence:  Don Liske reported that he had received correspondence from 

the US Forest Service related to opening ATV trail to UTVs.  Nothing was confirmed at this time, 

but at least the Forest Service is considering the request for some trails in Taylor County.  He 

also reported that the ATV Club has expended approximately $25,000 within the last year in the 

Perkinstown area expanding the trails to allow for UTV traffic.  The Club does receive $600 per 

mile annually for trail maintenance. 

 

Approve the invoices:  Strama reported that the invoices from both June and July along with 

the $450 fee for the Fall/Winter Visitor’s Guide ad totaled $775.51.  A $142.41 invoice was 

included in  the July report for repairs to the HWY 13/64 sign-board.  Punzel/Liske to approve 

payment of the invoices.  The motion carried.   

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Tourism Committee was 

scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was tentatively set to be held 

in Gilman.  

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Knoll/Breneman to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 p.m.  

The motion carried.   

 

 

Bruce P. Strama 



 

 

TOURISM COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Chamber Office 

 

Call Meeting to Order:   Diane Albrecht called the meeting to order at 3:13 p.m.  Committee 

members had toured the building that will house Huey’s Hideaway prior to meeting at the 

Chamber. 

Members Present:   Diane Albrecht, Sue Breneman, Krist Punzel, Ken Klahn, Don Liske, Michelle 

Grimm and Bruce Strama were present.   

Members Absent:  Dave Lemke and Gene Knoll were absent. 

Other Attendees:   Andrea Buksa, Sue Emmerich and Brian Wilson. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the April 12, 2016 meeting:  Breneman/Klahn to approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  

 

Approve the agenda:  Breneman/Punzel to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 

 

Website update:  Michelle Grimm distributed a list of activities, businesses, recreational facilities 

and other points of interest which are slated to be featured on the website.  Committee 

members reviewed the list and added several items with Grimm noting that other additions are 

welcome and should be submitted to Grimm who will forward the information to Kelly Patrick 

who is developing the site.   

 

Discuss “Wisconsin Indian Head Country” publication as a possible promotional tool:  Sue 

Emmerich had been contacted by sales staff for the publication and she had asked that the item 

be on the agenda.  She informed committee members that the cost of a ½ page ad is $850.00 

and a full page $1,400.00 with additional charges for membership and for any additional 

information placed in the publication.  The publication is distributed at sport shows and other 

tourism locations, with 35,000 printed and distributed annually.  Committee members felt it 

more beneficial to print and distribute the county’s own literature and decided not to advertise 

with “Wisconsin Indian Head Country”. 

 

Review requests for promotional funds:  There were no requests for promotional funds. 

 

Update on the results of the tourism assets survey:  Michelle Grimm had covered this issue 

when discussing the website. 

  

Reports: 

a. Brian Wilson reported on events that had been part of the Star News promotional 

activities in April and May.  He also reported that the “Where am I in Taylor County” 

Contest will again be featured in the Star News along with the “Camper of the Week”.  

Wilson also previewed some of the events that will be taking place in the county later in 

June, in July and August.  The July and August events will be featured on the July/August 

Poster.  Breneman/Punzel motioned to approve printing of 150 posters at the expense of 

$200.00.  The motion carried. 



 

 

b. Andrea Buksa had distributed reports for April and May and touched on several past and 

future events. 

 

Report on past, current or future tourism activities or events:  Ken Klahn reported on the 

2016 Maple Fest noting that they had served over 1,000 breakfasts and though the weather was 

not optimal the turnout was great for the event, with 72 entries in the syrup judging.  Klahn and 

Breneman thanked the Committee for the support that the Lions/Lioness had received from the 

Tourism Committee.    Krist Punzel reported on Rib Lake activities including the 4th of July 

activities that will include a dance at the pavilion and DJ and the Ice Age Days Event that will be 

held August 12th through the 14th and feature a sports show this year.  Sue Breneman noted the 

Dairy Breakfast that will be held on the coming weekend and Community Park Sunday along 

with other events to be held in Gilman. 

 

Public input/correspondence:  There was no public input. 

 

Approve the invoices:  Strama reported that the invoices from both April  and May totaled 

$249.71, and also requested that the Committee approve fundiing for the fair booth in August.  

Klahn/Punzel to approve payment of the invoices and funding for the fair booth rental.  The 

motion carried.   

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Tourism Committee was 

scheduled for Tuesday, August 16, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. The meeting was tentatively set to be held 

at Mondeaux Dam.  

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Punzel/Liske to adjourn the meeting at 4:02 p.m.  The 

motion carried.   

 

 

Bruce P. Strama 



 

 

TOURISM COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

Rib Lake Fire Hall 

 

Call Meeting to Order:   Dave Lemke called the meeting to order at 2:42 p.m.  

Members Present:  Dave Lemke, Diane Albrecht, Sue Breneman, Krist Punzel, Ken Klahn, 

Michelle Grimm and Bruce Strama were present.   

Members Absent:  Don Liske and Paul Webb were absent. 

Other Attendees:   Andrea Buksa, Russ Aszmann and Brian Wilson. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the December February 9, 2016 meeting:  Punzel/Breneman to 

approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  

 

Approve the agenda:  Albrecht/Punzel to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 

 

Website update:  Michelle Grimm distributed prospective site drafts and discussed many 

options that could be included for display on the site, noting that Kelly Patrick would like to 

have input from committee members pertaining to what they perceived as optimum.  Grimm 

took suggestions which she will submit to Kelly Patrick and urged committee members to 

contact her if there are any more suggestions.   

 

Review requests for promotional funds:  Russ Aszmann was present and informed committee 

members that the Forestry and Recreation Department is going to submit a grant application for 

approximately $125,839.00 that would be applied to resurfacing a 6.4 mile section of the Pine 

Line Recreation Trail with crushed granite.  The grant is an 80%/20% match, so the county or 

other support organizations would have to secure approximately $25,167.00 in matching funds.  

Aszmann also noted that a letter of support is also advantageous when requesting grant 

funding.  He asked that the Tourism Committee approve $1,000 of funding toward the 

resurfacing and draft a letter of support.  Committee members were in agreement that the trail 

is an asset to tourism as well as to county residents.  Breneman/Punzel motioned to submit a 

letter of support and approve matching funds of $1,000 in 2016 and an additional $1,000 in 

2017 for the proposed resurfacing of 6.4 miles of the Pine Line Recreation Trail with that funding 

subject to grant approval.  The motion carried. 

 

Update on the results of the tourism assets survey:  Michelle Grimm had compiled additional 

information from survey results and distributed that information to committee members.  Her 

intention is to work with local individual groups that show an interest in the survey and results 

and to further define what hotspots draw individuals or groups to the county. 

  

Reports: 

a.  Brian Wilson reported on events that had been part of the Star News promotional 

activities in February and March, highlighting the Spring/Summer Visitors Guide printing 

and disbursal also mentioning future activities that the Star News will be covering.  There 

was also mention of the event posters that were printed which have been a hit among 

local businesses.  Breneman/Albrecht to direct that the Star News compile information 



 

 

including events from May and June that will be included on the next event poster and 

print 150 posters at the expense of $200.00 for distribution.   The motion carried.  

 

b. Andrea Buksa had distributed reports for February and March and highlighted several of 

the events including the Home Show and the Job Fair.  She also noted the Pine Line 

Marathon and Maplefest as upcoming events. 

 

Report on past, current or future tourism activities or events:  There was some discussion of 

possible future events that included rummage/garage sales with mixed reviews among 

committee members.  The consensus seemed to be that they are good events but comprise a 

lot of time and energy. 

 

Public input/correspondence:  There was no public input. 

 

Approve the invoices:  Strama reported that the invoices from both February and March 

totaled $128.65. Breneman/Klahn to approve payment of the invoices.  The motion carried.   

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Tourism Committee was 

scheduled for Tuesday, June 14, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.  The meeting was tentatively set to meet at 

the Medford Area Chamber of Commerce Office.  

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Albrecht/Punzel to adjourn the meeting at 3:54 p.m.  

The motion carried.   

 

 

Bruce P. Strama 



 

 

TOURISM COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Perkinstown Winter Sports Area 

 

Call Meeting to Order:   Dave Lemke called the meeting to order at 2:37 p.m.  

Members Present:  Dave Lemke, Diane Albrecht, Sue Breneman, Krist Punzel, Michelle Grimm 

and Bruce Strama were present.   

Members Absent:  Ken Klahn, Don Liske and Paul Webb were absent. 

Other Attendees:  Sue Emmerich, Andrea Buksa, Joe Scott, Brian Wilson and Bruce Albrecht 

were also in attendance. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the December 8, 2015 meeting:  Albrecht/Breneman to approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  The motion carried.  

 

Approve the agenda:  Albrecht/Punzel to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 

 

Discuss and act on the declaration of International Migratory Bird Day resolution:  Strama 

noted that the resolution was identical to the resolution passed in 2015 excepting dates.  

Breneman/Punzel to approve the resolution which will be acted on at the March 15, 2016 

County Board Meeting.  

 

Review Visionary Designs LLC contract for approval:  Strama informed committee members 

that the contract had been drafted by corporation counsel.   Following a short discussion 

Albrecht/Punzel to approve the contract as submitted.  The motion carried 

 

Review requests for promotional funds including the Maplefest request:  Sue Breneman 

distributed copies of the formal request by Taylor County Lions Maple Festival Inc. along with 

information from the 2015 event and the proposed expense budget for April 30, 2016 event.  

The 2016 request is for $2,000.00 to be used for advertising and operations.  Both Breneman 

and Dave Lemke reported on the plans for expansion of the event and activities that will be 

included.  The event will not be eligible for the $5,000 tourism grant in 2016 as it was the past 

couple years so requests for other organizational funding will be considered.  Following 

discussion, Albrecht/Punzel to approve the $2,000.00 request by Taylor County Lions Maple 

Festival Inc.  The motion carried.  A formal request from the Chequamegon Bird Club for $275.00 

for advertising had also been received.  Joe Scott was in attendance to answer questions and 

review prior bird club activities including the annual International Migratory Bird Day event that 

has been held at the Perkinstown Winter Sports Area the past several years.  He informed 

committee members that live birds will be on display at the event that may include a hawk and 

other species.  Noting the shortfall in advertising funding in the past, Breneman/Punzel to 

approve $300.00 for the club, $25.00 more than had been requested.  The motion carried. 

 

Review the results of the tourism assets survey:  Michelle Grimm reviewed the results that 

she had received with committee members, noting some surprises in the initial results.  The 

survey will remain open for additional input with final results to be reviewed at the next tourism 

meeting. 

 



 

 

Update on promotion of tourism event posters:  There was discussion of the creation of 

posters as had been discussed at the previous meeting, resulting in the decision to have the 

initial posters include events for March and April and be available by February 22nd. 

 

Reports: 

a.  Brian Wilson reported on events that had been part of the Star News promotional 

activities in December and January, noting the Perkinstown Tramp and the Senior Men’s 

curling that took place in Medford.   He also noted that the Spring/Summer Visitors 

Guide is in the works and that there are many pictures available for use in promotions.   

 

b. Andrea Buksa had distributed reports for December and January and highlighted several 

of the events including the Huey’s Hideaway snowshoe Trot, the Destination Medford 

Women’s Weekend and the 2016 Home and Expo Event.  Posters promoting the events 

were distributed to committee members for posting. 

 

Report on past, current or future tourism activities or events:  Sue Breneman reported that 

there will be a scotch doubles bowling event in Gilman on the upcoming weekend. 

 

Public input/correspondence:  There was no public input. 

 

Approve the invoices:  Strama reported that the invoices from both December and January 

totaled $206.59. Albrecht/Breneman to approve payment of the invoices.  The motion carried.   

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next meeting of the Taylor County Tourism Committee was 

scheduled for Tuesday, April 12, 2016 at 2:30 p.m.  The meeting was tentatively set to meet at 

the Rib Lake Fire Hall.  

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Breneman/Albrecht to adjourn the meeting at 3:46 

p.m.  The motion carried.   

 

 

Bruce P. Strama 


