
 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 

December 6, 2016     

3rd Floor Board Room, Taylor County Courthouse 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Jess Sackmann called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Members Present: Jess Sackmann, Nick Synol, Nathanael Brown, Dave Roiger, Rob 

Horenberger, Elizabeth Heflin, Jill Scheithauer, Devin Harings and Michael Marcks. 

 

Motion by Roiger/Synol and carried to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2016 meeting 

of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee. 

 

Motion by Synol/Roiger and carried to approve the agenda with 8 items. 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported four traffic fatalities since 

the September meeting: 

 September 14 on STH 64 – pickup truck vs. motorcycle 

 September 18 on STH 73 – one vehicle rollover 

 September 21 on CTH A – one vehicle rollover 

 November 14 on STH 13 – semi tractor trailer rear-ended by pickup 

 

Three of the four fatalities were not wearing seat belts.  The total traffic fatalities for Taylor 

County is seven for the year. 

 

Regional Program Manager Beth Heflin reported: 

 Statewide traffic fatalities to date are at 585 compared to 483 in 2015.  The total is 7% 

higher than the five year average. 

 Law of the Month – Driving too fast for conditions 

 December 15 starts the Drive Sober or get Pulled Over campaign 

 Explained the data collection and summary available annually regarding local crash 

statistics and trends. 

 

Sergeant Synol reported a citizen concern regarding guardrail placement on County Road D 

near the Rustic Road.  He also reported four incidents within the past year concerning the timing 

of the signals and cross arms at the railroad crossing on State Highway 73. 

 

Devin Harings, DOT Traffic Engineer reported on the visibility concerns for the State Road 102 

and County Road C intersection.  The intersection meets standards and signing is in place.  

Improving visibility at this intersection would be very costly and is not listed as a priority on the 

DOT list.  None of the incidents at this intersection were visibility related. 

 

Jess Sackmann reported on citizen concerns with the sidewalks on State Road 13 near the Kmart 

Plaza.  There are sidewalks on the west side of the highway and crosswalks, but no sidewalks on 

the east side of the highway.  The crosswalks lead pedestrians into the parking lot or plaza 

driveway entrance. 



 

 

Commissioner Sackmann also reported that highway department crews are noticing illegal use 

of cell phones in construction zones.   

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety 

Committee will be March 7, 2017 at 10:00 A.M.  

 

Adjournment:  Motion by Roiger/Brown and carried to adjourn at 11:05. 



 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 

September 6, 2016     

3rd Floor Board Room, Taylor County Courthouse 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Jess Sackmann called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Members Present: Jess Sackmann, Nick Synol, Nathanael Brown, Pat Kraetke, Dave Roiger, 

Rob Horenberger, Elizabeth Heflin, Rick Olig, Alan Diede, Jill Scheithauer, Steven Bachman and 

Devin Harings. 

 

Motion by Roiger/Brown and carried to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2016 meeting of the 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee. 

 

Motion by Bachman/Roiger and carried to approve the agenda with 8 items. 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported two traffic fatalities since 

the June meeting: 

 July 4 on CTH M – motorcycle vs. deer 

 July on CTH C – single car rollover 

 

He also reported on two serious injury accidents: 

 STH 13 vehicle vs. bicycle – Bicyclist was wearing earphones and turned into the path of 

vehicle. 

 Intersection of STH 102 and CTH C, eastbound driver was stopped on 102 to turn, 

westbound driver was distracted and jerked the steering wheel turning into lane of the 

stopped vehicle.  A discussion followed on visibility at the intersection because of the hill 

on STH 102 east of CTH C. 

 

Rick Olig gave the Regional Program Report.  Topics addressed were: 

 Statewide fatalities as of August 29 were 379 compared to 351 last year 

 Information on new school bus flashing yellow light law  

 No hand held devices in work zones law 

 

Olig introduced Beth Heflin as the Regional Program Manager for the Northwest Region. 

 

Beth Heflin informed the committee that information including data and statistics is being made 

available to identify problem areas and assist with solutions.  She can help with grants and 

provide other resources. 

 

Rick Olig informed the committee that electronic accident reporting is to become mandatory.  

This system ties in with Community Maps for visual reference and information. 

 

Pat Kraetke from the State Patrol introduced Alan Diede as the new State Patrolman assigned to 

Taylor County. 

 



 

 

Steve Bachman introduced his replacement, Devin Harings, as the new DOT Traffic Safety 

Engineer. 

 

Jess Sackmann informed the committee of an issue with the timing of the railroad crossing 

lights and cross arms at the STH 73 crossing.  The DOT representatives will look into the issue. 

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety 

Committee will be December 6, 2016 at 10:00 A.M.  

 

Adjournment:  Motion by Roiger/Bachman and carried to adjourn at 10:33. 



 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 

June 7, 2016     

3rd Floor Board Room, Taylor County Courthouse 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Gary Gretzinger called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Members Present: Gary Gretzinger, Nick Synol, Nathanael Brown, Dennis Becker, Pat Kraetke, 

Randy Wiessinger, Dave Roiger, Greg Helgeson, Bryan Carey, and Rob Horenberger 

 

Motion by Synol/Roiger and carried to approve the minutes of the March 1, 2016 meeting of the 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee. 

 

Motion by Synol/Helgeson and carried to approve the agenda with 7 items. 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported one traffic fatality since 

the March meeting.  He also reported on a motorcycle accident where no helmet was worn, with 

driver in serious condition and eventually stabilized. 

 

Sergeant Synol also reported that Taylor County Game Warden Brian Harristein is enforcing ATV 

regulations, including use of headlights and driving on unmarked routes. 

 

Randy Wiessinger gave the Regional Program Report. Topics addressed were: 

 

 Statewide fatalities year-to-date are 226 compared to 213 last year at this time. There is 

no correlation between fatalities and the 70 mph speed limit.  Taylor County averages 2.4 

fatalities per year.  

 Uptick in pedestrian and motorcycle incidents 

 Effective October 1 legislation will go into effect prohibiting cell phone use in work zones 

 

Greg Helgeson of WISDOT reported on the traffic signals at the STH 13/CTH O intersection.  He 

reported the yellow light stays on for 4.7 seconds.  Sergeant Synol suggested continuing 

observation of the intersection due to the volume of commercial traffic turning west on CTH O. 

 

Bryan Carey informed the committee of changes in staffing positions at the Medford Police 

Department.  He also reported on the possibility of moving the crosswalk on STH 64, which is at 

4th Street, to the east and possibly installing signs with high intensity lighting. Traffic signals 

during power outages were also discussed. 

 

Pat Kraetke informed the committee that a state trooper will be assigned to Taylor County.  The 

trooper will be trained and begin full time coverage in the fall. 

 

Gary Gretzinger began a discussion of the CTH M/CTH C intersection.  The Sheriff’s Department 

feels there is not a suitable place for a deputy to park to monitor the intersection. 

 



 

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety 

Committee will be September 6, 2016 at 10:00 A.M.  

 

 

Adjournment:  Motion by Carey/Helgeson and carried to adjourn at 10:35. 



 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 

March 1, 2016     

3rd Floor Board Room, Taylor County Courthouse 

 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Jess Sackmann called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Members Present: Jess Sackmann, Robert Lee, Jill Scheithauer, Nick Synol, Steven Bachman, 

Nathanael Brown, Jason Bakken, Dennis Becker and Dillon Cook 

 

Motion by Synol/Bachman and carried to approve the minutes of the December 1, 2015 

meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee. 

 

Motion by Brown/Lee and carried to approve the agenda with 7 items. 

 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported that there have been no 

traffic fatalities since the December meeting.  A discussion followed regarding an accident and 

the timing of the State Road 13 and County Road O traffic signal lights. 

 

Sergeant Synol gave the Regional Program Report for Dennis Johnson who has retired and has 

not yet been replaced. Topics addressed were: 

 

 Statewide fatalities year-to-date are 76 compared to 60 last year at this time.  Suggested 

causes were more drivers on the road; mild winter conditions that encourage higher 

speeds and distracted driving 

 Legislative report 

 New crash reporting forms and database will go into effect January 1, 2017 

 Safe Bicycling with Train the Trainer workshops available 

 

Steve Bachman, Traffic Safety Engineer, reported on area DOT projects. 

 

Jess Sackmann, Highway Commissioner, reported on Work Zone Safety and the push by the 

WCHA to increase public awareness.  The governor has signed a proclamation making April 11-

15 Work Zone Awareness Week. 

 

Next Committee Meeting:  The next regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety 

Committee will be June 7, 2016 at 10:00 A.M.  

 

Adjournment:  Motion by Lee/Becker and carried to adjourn at 10:35. 

 


