
Board of Adjustments 

February 27, 2018 

Third Floor County Board Room 

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Arlen Albrecht called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.  

 

Members Present: Patti Smith, Arlen Albrecht, Jim Metz; alternate member subject to County 

Code  

 

Other Attendees: Linda Daniels, Kyle Noonan, Sue Noland, Del Kroeker, Mike Harrenstein 

and Eric Stolhammer; Camp Forest Springs, Brad Dahlvig; WKEB/WIGM, Brian Wilson; Star News, 

Fred Ebert, Rollie Thums; Taylor County District 12 Supervisor  

 

Elect Chairman.  The first item of business was to elect a Chair for the meeting.  It was moved 

by Metz, seconded by Smith, to elect Arlen Albrecht as Chair.  A unanimous vote cast, the 

motion carried. Introductions of all members and personnel from Camp Forest Springs were 

completed. 

 

Introduction.  Albrecht indicated the Board of Adjustment was called to review a variance 

request for a chair ski lift to replace two existing rope tows which does not meet required 

shoreland setback as specified in their permit application. 

 

Briefing and introductions by Zoning Administrator.  Kyle Noonan, Zoning Administrator, 

gave a summary of Camp Forest Spring’s shoreland zoning application and the request for a 

variance from the minimum 75’ setback of the ordinary highwater mark of James Lake. A history 

of prior permitting and of a prior approved variance for Camp Forest Springs was reviewed.  On 

January 26, 2018, an application for a Shoreland Zoning permit was received for a triple chair lift 

which did not meet setback requirements.  Structure was approximately 6’ from Ordinary 

Highwater Mark [OHWM]. On January 30, 2018, Administrator informed Camp their application 

had been denied due to minimum shoreland setback not being met.  A request for variance was 

received on February 2, 2018, and approval of a complete application on February 5, 2018.  

Public Notice was published twice in the Star News for any public comments.  There was none 

received from the general public and minimal phone calls were received. Adjacent landowners 

were notified of variance request along with DNR and local Town.  The DNR did not provide any 

correspondence regarding this project.  Administrator handed out staff report identifying uses 

of the property, property features, public interest and alternative solutions.  The applicant must 

show 1) Unnecessary hardship if variance is not granted. 2) Show unique physical limitations 

exist. 3) Variance will not result in harm or be contrary to public interests.  The property 

description is part of the NW ¼, SW ¼, Section 10, T33N-R2E, Town of Rib Lake. The committee 

will have to decide if an area variance is acceptable based on three (3) conditions.  

 

Project overview by Del Kroeker, Mike Harrenstein and Eric Stolhammer.  Del Kroeker, Mike 

Harrenstein, and Eric Stolhammer from Camp Forest Springs were present to discuss the 

construction plans for a chair ski lift on Camp Forest Spring’s property.  They gave a brief history 

of Camp Forest Springs and how they would like to improve and serve more efficiently by 

replacing 2 rope tows with a triple chair lift.  They would place the bull wheel concrete 



approximately 15’ from OHWM.  The length would be 660’ long and could lift 1200 people/hour.  

The chair lift would also be more user friendly and allow handicapped skiers and snowboarders 

to use.  Camp met with Zoning personnel to review a 75’ setback.  They also met with project 

developers to discuss the foundation and hill to put in the base of the bull wheel. It was stated 

that the ski hill promotes activity, family time, handicap access and is used by school facilities. 

They explained the finished project grade is six [6] inches above the OHWM. 

 

Public comments.  Rollie Thums, Taylor County District 12 Supervisor, stated he was in support 

of the project. He stated that the chair ski lift project would have less of an infringement on 

James Lake than the current set up has.  Fred Ebert, property owner, stated he had concerns 

with the ground, silt, and weather as to not have erosion from the hill run into the lake.  Camp 

reported there had been soil borings done to determine if there was good base to hold the 

bottom bull wheel.  The area would be seeded with grass to ensure no erosion into the lake.  

Also discussed dewatering holes to be placed to help keep in ground and erosion mat will be 

anchored in. 

 

Summary and Action on Appeal. The Board of Adjustments discussed the criteria for a 

variance and how it relates to this appeal for variance.  The Board discussed support for the 

facility within the county, safety of the kids getting back up the hill, concerns about the color of 

the cement structure, erosion concerns which could also include water diversion trenching and 

hardship.  Kyle stated he can work with Camp to develop an erosion control plan that will 

address issues the Board of Adjustments had concerns with. It was pointed out the chair lift will 

increase the separation from the water to structure compared to what is there now for a better 

buffer zone.    

 

It was moved by Metz, seconded by Smith, to grant the variance request to Camp Forest Springs 

as submitted for construction of a triple chair ski lift which will be a variance of the Taylor 

County Shoreland Zoning ordinance, Sections 31.06(1) and 31.06(5), Taylor County Code.  The 

hardship is to the patrons/users of the ski hill.  It is the only ski hill in the area and it is open to 

the public.  The rope tow is hard to use for young patrons and people with disabilities.  The lift 

would also provide a safer way to get people back up the hill.  The variance will not be contrary 

to public interest as no concerns were raised by the public.  Special conditions unique to the 

property is the hill and lake are natural features making it desirable for a ski hill.  Camp is 

working with the terrain they have.  Camp Forest Springs will work with Taylor County Zoning to 

establish a complete and effective Erosion Control plan and an appropriate vegetative/buffer 

area.  A unanimous vote cast, the motion carried.  The appeal is granted. 

 

Adjournment.  A motion was made by Smith, seconded by Metz, to adjourn at 10:58 a.m. A 

unanimous vote cast, the motion carried. 

 

Secretary: Linda Daniels 
 

 


