
 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Wednesday, November 25, 2020    

Third Floor County Board Room   

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner. 

 

Other Attendees: Lester Lewis, Colleen Handrick, Patty Krug, Brian Wilson-Star News and 

Andria Farrand were present.  

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 12:57 p.m. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Mildbrand made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Zenner.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approve the minutes of the November 16, 2020, Executive Committee meeting:  Motion 

by Zenner, seconded by Mildbrand to approve the minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

COVID-19 protocols:  Patty Krug addressed the committee with Covid updates, as well as how 

this is stressing the health care workers so much that some have come from other areas in the 

country to help out in Taylor County. 

 

After some discussion around the guidelines established at the November 16th Executive 

Committee meeting, for attendance at Committee meetings, there was a motion by Zenner, 

seconded by Mildbrand.  He stated, in setting up committee meetings we are requesting that 

guests attend virtually or by phone. We strongly encourage committee members attend virtually 

or by phone. If you are unable or uncomfortable to attend virtually or by phone, masks will be 

required inside the courthouse.  Motion carried.   

 

Zenner added, we will continue to work with the county board members to ensure they have the 

necessary means to attend meetings remotely. 

 

Farrand asked the committee for guidelines on the renting the Community Center and Multi-

purpose room.  There was a motion by Mildbrand, seconded by Zenner to cancel all events with 

more than 10 people, until further notice.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  Zenner made a motion, seconded by Mildbrand Zenner to adjourn the meeting 

at 1:23 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand 

County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Monday, November 16, 2020    

Third Floor County Board Room   

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner. 

 

Other Attendees: Marie Koerner, Michelle Kurth, Linda Daniels, Ben Stanfley, Sara Nuernberger, 

Liza Daleiden, Rose Thums, Nathanael Brown, Fred Ebert, Brent Tessmer, Kristi Tlusty, Bob Meyer, 

Jeff Hein, Jake Walcisak, Sarah Holtz, Melissa Lind, Larry Brandl, Colleen Handrick, Patty Krug, 

Sheriff Woebbeking, Jaymi Kohn, Judge Knox-Bauer, Joe Svejda, Kyle Noonan, Cindy Sommers, 

and Andria Farrand were present.  

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Zenner made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Mildbrand.  

Motion carried. 

 

Meet with Department Heads regarding COVID-19 protocols:   Krug addressed the 

committee and Department Heads and stated we had 75 new Covid cases in the past 48 hours.  

Our numbers have increased from 250 positive cases on October 1st to 928 positive cases today.  

She stressed the importance of acknowledging this is a real problem, and we need to set the 

example in our community by wearing masks.   

 

We have also had our first case of re-infection in the County. 

 

There was much discussion regarding getting a doorbell installed for people to gain access, 

educating the public to use the mail, email, drop box etc.  They don’t always have to come to 

the Courthouse. 

 

There was much discussion about locking the doors vs having someone sit at the front reception 

desk again to limit the people entering.  We can conduct business by appointment and remind 

them to wear a mask when they do come in. 

 

There was also discussion around the employees not wearing masks. 

 

There was a motion by Mildbrand, seconded by Zenner, that all County employees, including 

County Board Supervisors will be required to wear masks.  If they have a health condition that 

prohibits them from wearing a mask, they need to have a Doctor’s note on file with Human 

Resources.  Motion carried. 

 

There was a motion by Zenner, seconded by Mildbrand to lock the doors of the Courthouse to 

the public, educate the public that they need an appointment to conduct business, install a 

doorbell and encourage the public to wear a mask when coming in for their appointment.  This 

is pending the response from the task force that the Judge is a part of.  If approved it will go 

into effect Monday, November 23rd and if it is not approved, there will be limited access to the 

public, until further notice.  Motion carried. 



 

 

Finally, there was a motion by Mildbrand, seconded by Zenner that all committee meetings are 

to be held virtually, via the available options, with only the committee chair present at the 

courthouse.  Motion carried.  

 

Adjournment:  Mildbrand made a motion, seconded by Zenner to adjourn the meeting at 11:51 

a.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand 

County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Monday, November 2, 2020    

Third Floor County Board Room   

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner. 

 

Other Attendees: Rodney Mayer, Steve Mayer, Bud Suckow, Rob-via Go-To meeting, Ruth Ann 

Koch and Andria Farrand.  

 

Approve Agenda:  Motion by Zenner, seconded by Mildbrand, to approve the agenda.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approve the minutes of the August 27, 2020 Executive Committee meeting:  Motion by 

Mildbrand, seconded by Zenner to approve the minutes of the August 27, 2020 meeting.  

Motion carried. 

 

Chelsea Lake issues:  Rod Mayer spoke on behalf of Mayer Farms, once again asking that the 

County take over ownership of the berms and dikes around Chelsea Lake.    He also wants the 

County to take the lead with the DNR and make the necessary improvements to the berms so 

the water level can be raised. 

 

After much discussion, Mildbrand suggested Koch contact the DNR to find out what their 

recommendation is for the water level and what would be required to raise the water level by 

10, 12 or 14 inches?  No action was taken. 

 

Adjournment:  Zenner made a motion, seconded by Mildbrand to adjourn the meeting at 2:21 

p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand 

County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Tuesday, August 27, 2020    

Third Floor County Board Room   

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner. 

 

Other Attendees: Marie Koerner, Ray Soper, Tim Hansen, Lester Lewis, Catherine Lemke, Larry 

Brandl, Brian Wilson-Star News and Andria Farrand were present.  

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 9:17 a.m. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Zenner made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Mildbrand.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the August 4, 2020 meeting:  Mildbrand made a motion to approve 

the minutes of the August 4, 2020 meeting, seconded by Zenner.  Motion carried. 

 

Review 2021 Child Support budget: Michelle Kurth presented the year-to-date report on the 

child support program, highlighting the performance of the department, as they excelled in all 

four measured categories.  This earned the agency, once again, the Federal Fiscal Year 2019 

Certificate of Excellence Award and the maximum performance-based funding from the state.  In 

2019 expenses exceeded revenues by $6,985.98, resulting in a loss for the department.  The 

budget proposed for 2021 is $294,499.00 with planned revenue of $269,672.00 for a proposed 

net loss of $24,827.00.   Kurth stated, she has proposed a 6% reduction in the department’s 

operating costs, equal to $900.00. Following the review, Zenner made a motion, seconded by 

Mildbrand to approve the 2021 child support budget.  Motion carried. 

 

Review 2021 Corporation Counsel Agreement, Resolution and budget:  Courtney Graf was 

not able to be present, but Marie Koerner presented the resolution to the committee on her 

behalf with a 1.7% decrease over the 2020 budget.  It was mentioned by Farrand, all COVID 

related Corp Counsel charges are reimbursable through the Routes to Recovery grant, and the 

CDBG CLOSE charges are paid through the CDBG award dollars. 

 

Adjournment:  Zenner made a motion, seconded by Mildbrand to adjourn the meeting at 9:27 

a.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand 

County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Tuesday, August 4, 2020    

Third Floor County Board Room   

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner 

 

Other Attendees: Marie Koerner, Patty Krug, Colleen Handrick, Courtney Graff (call-in), Sheriff 

Larry Woebbeking (call-in), Brian Wilson-Star News and Andria Farrand were present.  

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Mildbrand made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Zenner.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the May 29, 2020 meeting:  Zenner made a motion to approve the 

minutes of the May 29, 2020 meeting, seconded by Mildbrand.  Motion carried. 

 

Face masks- employees and buildings:  The committee discussed Governor Evers’ Emergency 

Order #1 requiring face coverings.  All were in agreement that the Taylor County employees 

would abide by it in all Taylor County buildings.  It was also decided that signs would be put up 

at the entrances of all county buildings, requesting visitors wear masks as well.  The committee 

also approved handing out masks to visitors that asked.  The masks are available in the County 

Clerk’s office. 

 

Mildbrand made a motion, seconded by Zenner for all county employees to follow the 

Governor’s orders, in all county buildings, effective immediately, through September 28, 2020.  

Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  Zenner made a motion, seconded by Mildbrand to adjourn the meeting at 1:34 

p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand 

County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   
Monday, May 29, 2020    
Third Floor Jury Room   
 
Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner 
Other Attendees: Lester Lewis, Steve Mayer, Randy Mayer, Rod Mayer, Kris Gray, Mr. Gray and 
Andria Farrand were present.  
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Mildbrand made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Zenner.  
Motion carried. 
 
Approve the Minutes of the March 5, 2020 meeting:  Zenner made a motion to approve the 
minutes of the March 5, 2020 meeting, seconded by Mildbrand.  Motion carried. 
 
Chelsea Lake issues:  Rod Mayer addressed the Committee and stated that the earthen 
structure (dike) that was built by the Chelsea Conservation Club many years ago, is on the 
Mayer Farms Inc. and Gray properties.  He went on to state that it is unacceptable for them to 
have the financial and legal responsibilities for the structures.  He is requesting that the 
property that the dikes are on, as well as an easement for maintenance, be deeded to the 
County.   
 
Supervisor Mildbrand stated that they’re changing the goal posts. It was agreed in previous 
meetings that the County is not interested in the property. 
 
Supervisor Zenner stated that the County suggested years ago that the Chelsea Lake residents 
form a Lake District, but that idea was shot down. 
 
Supervisor Lewis stated that he helped the Lake Esadore residents form a Lake District and they 
are the first one in the County.  The committee was in favor of a Lake District not a Lake 
Association. 
 
Mayer stated the 23 residents of Chelsea Lake are unhappy with the water level of the lake and 
the dike is preventing the level to be increased.  The DNR will not allow it until the risk of the 
dike failing has been alleviated. 
 
Supervisor Lewis suggested these concerns be brought to the County Board. 
 
Supervisor Mildbrand stated the lake is only seven (7) inches lower than it used to be per Mark 
Stephenson of the DNR, but Mayer stated it is fourteen (14) inches, per “the rock”. 
 
It is unclear if the dam being built now can be added to at a later date, and the County would 
potentially have to start over with the DNR and the engineering study that was done. 
 



 

 

After further discussion, there was no action taken.  The Mayers and the Gray left the meeting 
at 2:00. 
 
Adjournment:  Mildbrand made a motion, seconded by Zenner to adjourn the meeting at 2:04 
p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
Andria Farrand- County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Thursday, March 5, 2020    

County Board Room  

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner 

Other Attendees: Michelle Kurth, Larry Brandl and Andria Farrand were present.  

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 8:58 a.m. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Mildbrand made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Zenner.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the February 10, 2020 meeting:  Zenner made a motion to approve 

the minutes of the February 10, 2020 meeting, seconded by Mildbrand.  Motion carried. 

 

Request to fill the Administrative Assistant/Financial Manager position in Child Support:  

Michelle Kurth, Child Support Director, advised the Committee that she will need to replace this 

position as her current employee is leaving as of March 10th.  It is a part time position, 25 hours 

per week.  Motion by Mildbrand, seconded by Zenner to approve filling the position.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Adjournment:  Mildbrand made a motion, seconded by Zenner to adjourn the meeting at 9:01 

a.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand 

County Clerk 



 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

Monday, February 10, 2020    

County Board Room  

 

Members Present: Jim Metz, Scott Mildbrand and Chuck Zenner 

Other Attendees: Mike Bub, Larry Brandl and Andria Farrand were present.  

 

Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Mildbrand made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Zenner.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approve the Minutes of the August 21, 2019 meeting:  Zenner made a motion to approve 

the minutes of the August 21, 2019 meeting, seconded by Mildbrand.  Motion carried. 

 

Update on the Broadband project: Mike Bub provided an update to the committee on the 

Broadband project.  In order to move forward with a grant application, we need to secure an ISP 

(Internet Service Provider).  The committee has met with Norvado and Country Wireless to date, 

and still waiting to hear from Nterra to see if they are interested.  Norvado is interested in the 

northern part of the county, but there are not enough customers.  Country Wireless is interested 

in the southern part of the county.  The County is proposing to build the Middle Mile Network 

and lease the dark fiber to the ISPs and others.  There is a new program, RDOF (Rural Digital 

Opportunities Fund), offering reverse auctions of Census blocks of people who are unserved or 

underserved.  For every resident connected, the government will pay the ISP for 10 years.  Taylor 

County has the second most eligible census blocks in Wisconsin.  Norvado has said, if we build 

the Middle Mile Network, they will bid on census blocks.  The census blocks are not available 

until October. 

 

We will need to make a 16-18 Million investment to move forward.  Bub suggested hiring a part 

time contractor initially to manage the project and sell fiber. 

 

Bub will provide an update at the February County Board session. 

 

County Government: Bub suggested we look at reorganizing how we run the County, and 

possibly hiring a County Administrator.  He stated the Committee structure may have worked 

years ago but we should look at changing it.  Departments don’t know what other departments 

are doing.  He also suggested having a monthly County Board session scheduled, but only hold 

the meeting if we need it. 

 

Adjournment:  Zenner made a motion, seconded by Mildbrand to adjourn the meeting at 10:16 

a.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Andria Farrand- County Clerk 

 


