
TAYLOR COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL 

January 6, 2023 

Meeting began at 8:40 AM 

 

Attendance: Honorable Ann Knox-Bauer, Jill Scheithauer, Courtney Graff, Kristi Tlusty, Wendy 

Ness, Julie Clarkson, Monelle Johnson, Lisa Kauffman, Megan Kestler, and LeeAnn Raab  

   

Minutes are posted on the Taylor County website. 

 

Treatment Court Update 

Wendy Ness updated the council about a $9,000 grant the treatment court received from the 

Aspirus Community Memorial Fund for fiscal year 2022. She intends to ask for further funding 

for fiscal year 2023.  

 

In addition to the ACMF funding, she has applied for a grant through the Fulcrum Foundation. If 

granted, it will allow the treatment court to bring in 8 new participants for a “Re-Entry Group” 

for people being released from prison or a long-term jail sentence to help them back into 

society. The program will work closely with the Department of Corrections and will run similarly 

to treatment court in that the participants will be tested. The program’s intent is to help people 

with finding living arrangements, employment, etc. It is incentive-driven (i.e., negative UA’s 

could result in an incentive such as help toward rent). She should know more by March 2023. 

 

Other Business 

Jill Scheithauer was introduced as the new Clerk of Circuit Court and Megan Kestler was 

introduced as a new probation agent with Department of Corrections. There will be a retirement 

reception for DOC’s Elaine Mather to be held on January 31, 2023. 

 

The District Attorney’s office has hired Megan Kozey as its new legal assistant. DA Kristi Tlusty 

advised she spoke with Jessica Fehrenbach of the SPD’s office. They have hired an attorney to 

replace Nick Smith. 

 

Julie Clarkson also advised the council that she, too, has applied for funds within the Fulcrum 

Foundation to be used for a Delinquency Prevention & Intervention Program. She will also know 

by March is funding is awarded. The funds would be utilized to provide events for kids who do 

not normally participant in sports or other academia-type events; it will provide funding to kids 

who want to participant but cannot afford the entry fees (karate, club volleyball, etc.). 

 

Julie also indicated they are still waiting to hear from the State on the GAL funding. 

 

Julie also indicated the juvenile mental health cases are on the rise with kids their agency usually 

do not see. TCHS has offered a position to a mental health counselor. 

 

Next meeting scheduled for April 7, 2023. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 AM 

 



Submitted by Jill Scheithauer 

Taylor County Clerk of Court 
 


