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The Taylor County Metallic Mining Committee has been developing a Metallic Mining Ordinance for 
Taylor County. The current draft is intended to regulate the location, design, alteration, construction, 
installation, operation, reclamation and long term care of all metallic mines that could be located in 
Taylor County with a license. This is necessary to protect and promote the health, safety, prosperity and 
general welfare of residents, infrastructure and the environment within the County.  
 
Metallic mining has the potential to be the County’s most intensive industry, creating jobs and revenue 
for existing area businesses and municipalities. Taylor County has the responsibility to ensure the health, 
safety, and general welfare and interests of their residents are protected.  Having a County Ordinance 
allows the local residents to voice their concerns on what happens within their County, Township or 
backyard.  It will also provide locally administered financial safe guards to protect our citizens.   
 
This ordinance is not intended to discourage a mine to be established within the County, but it allows 

Taylor County to have a “seat at the table” throughout a mine’s permitting process and working life. 

Having a local ordinance allows the County to put conditions on the license to help retain resident’s 

current way of life and safe guard the county’s infrastructure.   

Taylor County will be adopting the state standards for this license, which means an applicant will submit 
to the County exactly what they would submit to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. In 
addition the County would request one piece of information that DNR would not require, which is a 
County Impact Summary. The applicant will be required to prepare a County Impact Summary for the 
application that will summarize the potential and estimated impacts on the human health, safety, 
welfare and economic well-being of residents, based on potential environmental and economic impacts 
of the proposed mine. This impact summary will help the County determine what citizens have to gain 
or lose if a mine would go into operation. 
 
When applying for a metallic mining permit there is a lot of information and financial assurance the 

applicant must provide to the County before a license will be issued. Some of the information needed 

would include but not limited to: 

Project Description 

 Identify all major facilities for mining, milling, ore-processing, storage, and retention /detention 

ponds. 

 Maps showing minimum and maximum depth of underground or open pit. 

 Anticipated hours of operation and active life span of operation. 

 Estimated number of people directly employed and breakdown of job classifications. 

 Principal type of mining and processing equipment and chemicals to be used. 

 Plans for lighting and visual screening for the site. 

Utilities 

 Estimate the public utility and service requirements for the mining operation. 
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Roadway and Traffic Analysis 

 Applicant shall identify and describe the anticipated needs for roadway modifications resulting 

from the likely mine-related traffic impacts, including both primary and secondary impacts. 

Environmental Impact Report 

 Establish existing environmental baseline conditions and the likely impacts of the proposed 

mine. 

 Applicant shall submit a report as described under the current version of Sec. NR 150.25, Wis 

Admin. Code that is limited to Taylor County.   

Financial Assurance 

 Performance Bond 

o Cover 100% of all reasonable costs of mine reclamation, long-term care of any mine 

waste and possible damages and negative impacts arising from mining operations. 

 Trust for Roadway Damage Compensation 

o Anticipated cost to construct, repair and reconstruct all affected public roadways to 

meet traffic demands brought on by the mining operation. 

 Trust for Land Value Compensation 

o Compensation to affected landowners for reduction in value of their private property, 

suffered as a result of the mining operation or secondary impacts from the mining 

operation. 

 Well Fund 

o Replacements of wells contaminated, damaged or depleted by the mining operation or 

provide potable water to any owner of a well adversely affected by the mining 

operation. 

Taylor County will also expect the applicant to pay all costs associated throughout the application and 
final administration of the License. This shall include fees charged by consultants and other experts, 
legal fees, and administrative costs incurred by the County to handle the workload created by an 
application and administering the License and other tasks necessary to comply with the proposed 
ordinance.  
 
Taylor County will have up to 695 days from the date the applicant submits an application and fee to 
award or deny a license, following the same time line as the state. During this timeframe the County will 
hold three public hearings to accept public verbal and written comment on the proposed metallic mine. 
The applicant may request to extend their timeframe to coincide with other department’s permitting 
process or for other justified reasons. 
 
The Metallic Mining Committee will hold a Public Hearing on the proposed Metallic Mining Ordinance on 
March 25, 2013 in the Community Center at the Taylor County Fairgrounds from 6:00 to 8:00 PM to hear 
public comment.  A copy of the proposed ordinance may be viewed on Taylor County web site at 
www.co.taylor.wi.us, public libraries within the county, and at the Taylor County Zoning and UW-
Extension Offices.  

http://www.co.taylor.wi.us/
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At this time the Mining Committee has not had any requests for a Notice of Intent to Collect Data 

permit, the first step in a mining project proposal.  However there is one site, formally known as the 

Bend Project, being studied by Aquila Resources LTD., located near Perkinstown in the Town of 

Westboro.  This site was discovered in 1986 and has been studied off and on by various other mining 

interests over the decades.  It is a copper-gold “massive sulfide” deposit.  The company has one other 

permit from the USFS to collect data in the county near the Mondeaux Flowage.  Both sites are in the 

Chequamegon/Nicolet National Forest.  There have been aerial surveys done over the years, but the 

County does not have any data related to that research.   

 


