
RReedd  MMaappllee  
Acer rubrum 

 
 

  
 
 
Alternate Names: Carolina red maple, Drummond red maple, scarlet maple, soft maple, swamp 
maple, water maple 
 
Uses: The white, fine-grained wood is used for furniture, flooring, cabinetry, paneling, veneer, 
musical instruments, and many other uses. It is excellent for fuel and is used for saw timber and 
pulpwood. Although the sap has only about half the sugar content as sugar maple, the syrup 
tastes good.  

 
Wildlife Uses: The seeds, buds and flowers are eaten by various wildlife 
species. Its early produced pollen may be important for bees.  
 
Description: The large tree establishes well, grows rapidly, and has brightly 
colored flowers and fruit, and fall leaf colors range from clear yellow to 
orange to vivid red. The leaves and bark are poisonous to livestock.  
 

Habitat: It is most abundant on bottomlands and is tolerant of waterlogged soils and flooding, 
but grows on the widest variety of sites and in the greatest range of conditions of any North 
American species.  
 
Planting Advice: Red maple is one of the easiest trees 
to grow. The weak branches are subject to storm 
damage, so keep in mind where the tree is planted.  
 
Interesting Fact: Pioneers made cinnamon-brown and 
black dyes from a bark extract.  
 
  



SSuuggaarr  MMaappllee  
 Acer saccharinum  
 

 
www.tree-species.blogspot.com 

 
 
Other Names: Soft maple, silverleaf maple, white maple, river maple, swamp maple, water 
maple 
 

Uses: Native Americans used the sap for many physical 
remedies: coughs, cramps, sore eyes, measles, and more. As a 
food source sap was used for sugar, intoxicants, and bread. The 
sugar content of the sap is the lowest of the maple species. 
Silver maple is ideal for riparian forest buffer installations due to 
its common presence in such sites and its rapid growth and early 
maturity. It is used for furniture, flooring, wagons, and much 
more. 
 
Description: Can reach mature heights of 
90-140 ft. Twigs produce a slightly 
unpleasant odor when crushed. The bark 
is gray and thin. They flower in March-
April, usually before the red maple. 
Fruiting occurs in April-June.  

       (c) 2003 Steven J. Baskauf 
 

Habitat: The species is found on stream banks, flood plains, and lake edges.  
 
Wildlife Use: The many seeds are eaten by birds, including evening grosbeaks, finches, wild 
turkeys, ducks, and other game birds. They are also eaten by squirrels and chipmunks. The buds 
are important food for squirrels when stored food is gone in late winter and early spring. The 
bark is a food source for beavers and deer. Rabbits browse the foliage. They tend to develop 
cavities that are used by birds and mammals like raccoons, opossums, and many others.  
 

  



BBiiggttooootthh  AAssppeenn  
Populus grandidentata 

 

 
 

Alternate Names: Largetooth aspen, poplar, popple 
 
Uses: This medium sized, short lived tree is valuable for re-vegetating and improving disturbed 
sites. It also provides pulp for wood products.  
 
Wildlife Uses: The foliage, twig buds, and bark are consumed by wildlife. Beavers eat the bark, 
leaves, twigs, and branches. Aspen leaves and staminate flower buds provide ruffed grouse with 
their most important yearlong food resource.  
 
Description: The slender trunk’s whitish bark becomes furrowed at the base and darker gray 
with age. Silvery catkins appear before the leaves. The leaves become golden-yellow in the fall. 
It is easily distinguishable from quaking aspen by the large curved teeth of leaf edges. It is a 
pioneer tree.  
 
Habitat: The fast-growing tree is very intolerant of shade and flooding, but is indifferent to soil 
conditions. It grows rapidly on sandy upland soils.  
 
Planting Advice: Weeding around the tree can boost its growth.  
 
Interesting Fact: A single tree may produce more than 1.5 million lightweight seeds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



BBuurr  OOaakk  
Quercus macrocarpa 

 

  
 

Alternate Names: Blue oak, mossycup oak, mossy-overcup oak, bur oak, prairie oak 
 
Uses: The wood is used for cabinetry, barrels, hardwood flooring, and fence posts. Native 
Americans have eaten the large, sweet acorns boiled or raw.  
 
Wildlife Uses: The acorns are eaten by many birds and mammals. The foliage is eaten by deer 
and cattle. Red-tailed hawks, screech owls, fox squirrels, and flying squirrels nest in large trees 
of bur oak. 
 
Description: The slow growing large tree is usually wider than tall. The common name, bur, is 
in reference to the cap-covered acorn. The bark is light gray, thick, and rough. The minimum 
seed bearing age is 35. Acorns are produced every 2-3 years, with light crops in the intervals.  
 
Habitat: The drought tolerant tree grows in a range of habitats and moisture regimes, and is 
common to dry uplands, sandy plains, and prairie grasslands. Bur oak extends farther north than 
any other oak species.  
 
Interesting Fact: Bur oak has the largest acorns of all North American oak species.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



BBllaacckk  SSpprruuccee  
Picea mariana 

 

 
Heather Nicaise 

 
 

Alternative Names: Bog spruce, swamp spruce, shortleaf black spruce 
 
Uses: The wood is used for pulp. Lumber is of secondary importance because of the small size of 
the trees. They are also used for fuel, Christmas trees, and other products.  
 

Wildlife Uses: Many animals such as deer do not feed on 
this plant. Many birds to eat the plants seeds. Attracts mice, 
voles, red squirrels, and snowshoe hares. 
 
Description: The narrow, slow growing tree has grayish to 
reddish-brown scaly bark. As the tree gets older the crown 
of the tree gets more and more like a spike. It has sharp 
needles with four sides. The needles are around a half an 
inch long. The branches are short and drooping.  
 
Habitat: Found in muskegs, bogs, bottomlands, and dry 
peatlands. They grow on wet organic soils but can grow 
over deep humus, clays, loams, sands, coarse till, and 
shallow soil mantles. Can survive the coldest climates 
because of its layered twigs, waxy pine needles, and rough 
bark. It is shade tolerant. 

 
Planting Advice: Seedlings are shade tolerant, but growth is fastest in full sunlight.  
 
Interesting Fact: The peat deposits in the bogs and swamps black spruce commonly grows in 
can be from 20 inches to 20 feet deep. 
 
  



BBaallssaamm  FFiirr  
Abies balsamea 

 
 
  

 
Alternate Names: Pinus balsamea 
 
Uses: Balsam fir is used for Christmas trees 
and pulpwood. 
 
Wildlife Uses: Songbirds and squirrels eat the 
seeds and deer browse the foliage.  
 
Description: The small to medium sized 
coniferous tree has a narrow, pointed, spire-
like crown of spreading branches and 
aromatic foliage. It is symmetrically conical 

in youth and becomes irregular and rounded with age. The needles are silvery blue-green and 2-3 
inches long, the longest of any fir.  
 
 
 
Habitat: Grows in silt loams to stony loams. Grows slower on gravelly sands and peat bogs. 
Prefers cool summers and cold winter. The tree is shade tolerant. The pH range it grows on is 
from 4 to 6.  
 
Planting Advice: Protect from deer.  
 
Interesting Fact: Oleoresin is a 
gummy substance found within the 
bubbles of balsam fir’s bark. It was 
once used as the primary medium for 
mounting microscope slides. 
 

  
  
  
  
 
 



 
 

RReedd  PPiinnee  
Pinus resinosa 

 
 

 
 

Alternate Names: Norway pine, eastern red pine, pin rouge 
 
Uses: Red pin wood is moderately hard and straight grained. It is grown for production of wood 
used for poles, lumber, cabin logs, railway ties, post, pulpwood, and fuel.  
 
Wildlife Uses: Provides cover for many species of mammals and birds. Deer, cottontails, and 
snowshoe hares brows and songbirds, mice, and chipmunks feed on the seed while seedlings. 
Can be used as a windbreak. 

 
Description: The leaves are soft and flexible evergreen needles, in 
clusters of two. The bark is thick and slightly divided by shallow 
fissures onto broad flat ridges covered by thin loose red-brown scales. 
The root system is moderately deep, wide spreading, and very wind 
firm. It grows very rapidly for the first 60 or 70 years. Can live up to 
350 years and reach heights of 120 feet. 

 
Habitat: Occurs most often on well drained, dry, highly acid, sandy 
soils. It is found where soil fertility is low, in pure stands or mixed with 
species such as jack pine, white pine, aspens, oaks, and white birch. 
Prefers full sun and is shade intolerant and extremely cold tolerant.  
 
Planting Advise: should not be planted where they will be exposed to 
de-icing salt spray or in excessively moist soils.  

Karren Wcisel © copyright 2004 - 2010  

 
Interesting Fact: Most red pine natural stands originate after a forest fire. 

   



  
WWhhiittee  PPiinnee  

Pinus strobus 
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Alternate Names: Eastern white pine, northern white pine, ship mast pine 
 
Uses: The wood is light, durable, and easy to work. It is good lumber for toys, boxes, cabinet 
work, and other items. 
 

Wildlife Uses: It has a fair wildlife value. Gray and red 
squirrels, deer, mice, and 16 species of songbirds have 
been known to eat the seed. 
 
Description: It is the largest conifer of the eastern and 
upper Midwest forests. In dense stands, trees produce tall, 
cylindrical stems with pyramidal shaped crowns 
characterized by distinctive, plate like branching. The 
evergreen needles are in clusters of 5. 

 
Habitat: Grows on soils ranging from light, sandy to 
heavy textured soils, just avoid the extremes of heavy, 
continually wet soils and gravelly, drought-prone soils. 
Will grow the fastest in the open, but can tolerate 
growing under a canopy of other trees.  
 
Planting Advice: White pine seedlings require weed 
control for the first few years after planting, 
mechanically or chemically.  
 
Interesting Fact: Vast stands of white pine were heavily logged for use as masts on sailing ships 
in Colonial times. 



 
WWhhiittee  SSpprruuccee  

Picea glauca 
 
 

Alternate Names: Canada spruce, skunk spruce, cat spruce, single spruce, western white spruce, 
porsild spruce, and Black Hills spruce. 
 
Uses: The wood is the main source of pulpwood and construction grade lumber. It is also used 
for house logs, musical instruments, and paddles. Aboriginal people in North America used 
white spruce’s strong pliable roots to make lacings for birch bark canoes. They also used the 
gum for waterproofing the birch bark seams. 
 
Wildlife Uses: The tree’s abundant seeds are an important food source for birds and small 
mammals. It provides good winter cover for martens, fishers, voles, and snowshoe hares. 
 
Description: The bark is gray-brown, thin and scaly. The common name is derived from the 
white waxy layer on the foliage. Has the smallest cones of any of the common spruces, usually 2 
inches or less in length.  
 
Habitat: Prefers moist, acidic soils that may be organic, sandy, or loamy; the soils that may be 
well-drained or moderately drained, but not wet. It is adaptable to clay, rocky, poor, dry soils of a 
range of pHs. It grows in full sun to partial sun.  
 
Planting Advice: The shallow, spreading root system benefits with a 3-4 inch layer of organic 
mulch. Once established it is tolerant of wind, heat, cold, and drought.  
 
Interesting Fact: Squirrels may harvest as much as 90% of the cone crop in Alaska.  
 

    
  



AAmmeerriiccaann  PPlluumm  
Prunus americana 

 
 

Alternative Names: Wild Plum 
 
Uses: Can be used as a windbreak. It can be used for screening and natural barriers. The fruit is 
widely used for making jams, jellies, and pies.  

 
Wildlife Uses: It is highly important as wildlife cover 
and food. The thorny growth, when protected, forms a 
thicket valuable for bird nesting, loafing, and roosting. 
Twigs and foliage provide a highly preferred browse for 
whitetail deer. It is valuable to bees. 
 
Description: It is a tall shrub to small tree which is 
thorny, winter-hardy, and thicket forming. Fruits are red 
to yellow. Flowers are white. The roots are shallow, 
widely spreading, and readily sprouting.   

 
Habitat: Grows in prairies, woodlands, pastures, and along roadsides and riverbanks. It is 
intolerant of shade and drought. Grows in a variety of soil types, but prefers well-drained, moist 
soil with a pH level between 5.5 and 7.5.  
 
Planting Advice: Planting in dry areas must have supplemental water or available ground 
moisture.  
 
Interesting Fact: The Navajo people created a red dye from the tree’s roots, and many tribes 
used the fruits in foods and as a medication to treat skin injuries.  
 
   

  
Stephen L Tabone 

  
  



BBllaacckk  CChheerrrryy  
Prunus serotina 

 
 

 
Alternate Names: Wild black cherry, mountain black 
cherry, rum cherry 
 
Uses: The wood is a rich reddish-brown and is strong, hard, 
and close-grained making it one of the most valued cabinet 
and furniture woods in North America. It is used for 
paneling, interior trim, veneers, crafts, and toys. Pitted 
fruits are edible and are eaten raw and used in wine and 
jelly.  
 

Wildlife Uses: Even though the leaves, twigs, bark, and seeds produce a cyanogenic glycoside 
that poison livestock when the leaves are wilted, white-tailed deer browse the seedlings and 
saplings without harm. The fruits are important food for species of passerine birds, game birds, 
and mammals, including the red fox, black bear, raccoon, opossum, squirrels, and rabbits. It is 
valuable to bees.  
 
Description: Bark of larger trunks are fissured and scaly. Pale green berries begin to form in late 
spring and ripen in late summer. They are ripe when they turn black, usually in August. The 
leaves turn yellow in the fall. The tree is fast growing. 
 
Habitat: Is shade-intolerant and occurs in forest openings as well as in old fields and along 
fencerows. It likes well-drained soils 
 
Planting Advice: Select an open site with plenty of sunshine. If deer are present, try to protect 
the seedling.  
 
Interesting Fact: The fruit has been used to flavor rum and brandy, called “cherry bounce.”  
 
 

  
     Anita Gould 

 



RReedd--OOssiieerr  DDooggwwoooodd  
Cornus sericea 
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Alternative Names: American dogwood, red 
willow, redstem dogwood 
 
Uses: Dreamcatchers are made with the 
stems of the sacred plant. Some Native 
Americans ate the white, sour berries, while 
others used the branches for arrow-making, 
stakes, and other tools. The inner bark is used 
for tanning or drying animal hides.  
 
Wildlife Uses: Wildlife browse the twigs, 
foliage, and fruits. There is a long list of 
birds know to eat the fruit. Some that do are: 
wood ducks, eastern bluebirds, cardinals,  
catbirds, purple finches, grosbeaks, kingbirds, orioles, robins, pine warblers, cedar waxings, and 
woodpeckers. Game birds include grouse, ring-necked pheasants, greater prairie chickens, 
bobwhite quail, and wild turkeys. Mammals that eat the fruit and foliage are the black bear, 
beaver, cottontail rabbits, raccoons, skunks, squirrels, chipmunks, mice, and rats.  
 
Description: Flowering occurs from June to August. The fruit ripens in late summer, and besides 
being available through fall, some of the berries may persist on the plants into the winter months. 
The bark and twigs are reddish to purple.  
 
Habitat: Grows in soils that are saturated for at least a portion of the growing season. It is 
common on the edges of lakes, ponds, within wetlands, and along streams. It can be grown in 
sun, part shade, or shade.  
 
Advice: Prune once a year. Periodic renewal of this shrub by cutting it back to the ground will 
allow the red color of the younger stems to show.  

 
Interesting Fact: The “osier” in redosier dogwood is derived from French, meaning “willow-
like”. 

 
Sulfur at Wikipedia 



WWiinntteerrbbeerrrryy  
Ilex verticillata 
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Alternative Names: Black alder, common winterberry 
 
Uses: The persistent bright red fruit of this shrub make it very popular for landscaping. The fruit 
is not edible for humans.  
 
Wildlife Uses: The fruit of winterberry is eaten by small mammals and more than 48 species of 
birds. The leaves of stems are not preferred source of browse, but whitetail deer, cottontail 
rabbits, and snowshoe hare do utilize this plant. The plant is valuable to honey bees.  
 
Description: Inconspicuous greenish-white flowers appear in late spring and give way to a crop 
of bright red berries in late summer to fall.  
 
Habitat: The plant likes wet areas. It can be found in swamps, near streams, river banks, lakes, 
and ponds. It can grow in semi-shade or no shade. It likes sandy, sandy loam, medium loam, clay 
loam, and clay soils that are moist and acidic.  
 
Planting Advice: You must have both male and female plants to have berries.  
 
Interesting Fact: The practice of using the branches with berries as Christmas decorations 
comes from pre-Christian solstice celebrations.  
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