
 ALS disease, also common-
ly known as Lou Gehrig's 
disease, is a specific disorder 
that occurs when cells in the 
brain die.  The cause of ALS 
disease is unknown, but 
those who’ve served in the 
military are approximately 
twice as likely to develop 
ALS as those who have not 
served. The U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs also rec-
ognizes ALS as a service-
connected disease and pro-
vides financial and medical 
support to those with at least 
90 continuous days of mili-
tary service. 
ALS causes muscle weak-
ness, muscle stiffness and 
atrophy – which is the partial 
or complete wasting away of 
a part of the body.  
Early symptoms of ALS may 
include: 
• difficulty swallowing, 
• cramping, 
• stiffness of affected mus-

cles, 
• muscle weakness affecting 
an arm or a leg, 
• slurred speech 
As the disease progresses, 
most people lose their ability 
to walk or use their arms and 
hands. They also lose the abil-
ity to talk and swallow food. 
Diagnosis of ALS is based 
primarily on the signs and 
symptoms the doctor observes 
in a person. Tests are needed 
to rule out other diseases and 
no single test can diagnose 
ALS.  Health care providers 
get a person's full medical 
history and usually conduct an 
examination of the brain to 
determine if symptoms such 
as muscle weakness and mus-
cle atrophy are worsening 
over a period of time.  As with 
other types of disease, early 
detection is very important to 
prolong life.  That’s why it’s 
important to seek help if you 
experience any of these symp-

toms.  
ALS currently has no cure, but 
researchers at the VA and 
around the world are working 
hard to find one.  There is 
medication available to help 
extend life and improve the 
quality of life in patients with 
ALS.  In 2008, ALS was made 
a presumptive disease for all 
military veterans. Meaning if 
you served on active duty for 
at least 90 days (not including 
active duty for training) and 
have ALS, you will be auto-
matically service connected at 
100%, receive free VA care 
and medications related to the 
disease, and become  eligible 
for several VA grants to assist 
with home and auto adapta-
tions. Veterans will also be 
eligible for contracted nursing 
home care and respite care for 
caregivers. Survivors may be 
eligible for CHAMPVA health 
care and Chapter 35 education 
benefits. 

Lou Gehrig’s Disease (ALS) 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST:  

 Please see the back 
page for comments on 
why veterans should 
join a veteran service 
organization.  

Camp Lejeune Toxic Drinking Water  
The Veterans Administra-
tion has announced that it 
plans to propose expanded 
disability compensation 
eligibility for Veterans ex-
posed to contaminated 
drinking water while as-
signed to Marine Corps Base 
Camp Lejeune.              
From 1953 to 1987, water 
sources at the base were 
contaminated with industrial 
solvents that are correlated 
with certain health condi-
tions.  VA Secretary 
Bob McDonald decided to 
propose presumptions of 
service connection for cer-
tain conditions associated 
with these chemical sol-
vents.         
“The water at Camp Lejeune 
was a hidden hazard, and it 
is only years later that we 

know how dangerous it was,” 
said Secretary McDonald.                          
The drinking water at Camp 
Lejeune was contaminated with 
perchloroethylene, trichloroeth-

ylene, vinyl chloride, benzene 
and other petroleum contami-
nants from leaking storage 
tanks from 1953 to 1987.  Pro-
longed exposure to these chem-

icals increases the risk of 
certain health conditions. 
Based upon VA’s review of 
current medical science and 
ATSDR’s findings, Secre-
tary McDonald intends to 
propose creation of a pre-
sumption of service con-
nection for the following 
conditions: 

 Kidney Cancer 
 Liver Cancer 
 Non-Hodgkin’s      
 Lymphoma 
 Leukemia 
 Multiple Myeloma 
 Scleroderma 
 Parkinson’s Disease 
 Aplastic Anemia / 

Myelodysplastic   
Syndromes 
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The secretary’s proposal 
would also expand benefits 
eligibility to Reserve and 
National Guard personnel 
who served at Camp Lejeune 
for any length of time from 
August 1, 1953, through Dec. 
31, 1987.  This would make 
them eligible for VA disabil-
ity compensation and medical 
care for any of the presump-
tive conditions, and their 
surviving dependents would 
be eligible for dependency 
and indemnity compensation 
and burial benefits.  VA en-
courages Veterans who have 
a record of service at Camp 
Lejeune between Aug. 1, 
1953, and Dec. 31, 1987, and 
develop a condition that they 
believe is related to exposure 
to the drinking water at the 
base, to file a disability com-
pensation claim with VA.  
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chronic lymphocytic leukemia); 
cancer of the thyroid, breast, phar-
ynx, esophagus, stomach, small 
intestine, pancreas, bile ducts, gall 
bladder, salivary gland, urinary tract 
(kidneys, renal pelvis, ureter, uri-
nary bladder and 
urethra), bone, brain, 
colon, lung, and ova-
ry; lymphomas 
(except Hodgkin’s 
disease); multiple 
myeloma; primary 
liver cancer (except 
if cirrhosis or hepati-
tis B is indicated); 
and bronchioalveolar 
carcinoma (a rare 
lung cancer).  

I was told not to discuss my in-
volvement in nuclear tests because 
this was classified information. 
Can I now file a claim?  

Yes. In 1996, The Repeal of Nucle-
ar Radiation and Secrecy Agree-

ments Laws was passed. This law 
states that Atomic Veterans are free 
to describe their military involve-
ment in nuclear testing as necessary 
to establish the validity of a service 
connected disability.  

Atomic Veterans 
who have devel-
oped one of sever-
al specific cancers 
or nonmalignant 
conditions, may 
be eligible for 
compensation and/
or free VA medi-
cal care. This 
compensation 
would be in the 

form of a partial or full service-
connected disability allowance, 
including potential payments to 
your surviving spouse or children.  

Contact your County Veteran Ser-
vice Officer if you are an Atomic 
Veteran. 

An Atomic Veteran is defined in 
legislation as a Veteran who, as part 
of his or her military service:  

 Participated in an above-ground 
nuclear test, 1945–1962; or  

 • Was part of the U.S. military 
occupation forces in/around 
Hiroshima/Nagasaki before 
1946; or  

 • Was held as a POW in or near 
Hiroshima or Nagasaki (certain 
cases).  

If you have developed a 
“presumptive cancer,” which is pre-
sumed to be due to radiation expo-
sure during your military service, 
all you have to do is verify that you 
are an Atomic Veteran to be eligible 
for disability compensation. Your 
service connection is established 
without considering the dose re-
ceived.  
There are 21 presumptive cancers 
defined by law: leukemia (except 

Pension is a needs-based benefit paid 
to a wartime Veteran and his/her sur-
vivor(s). A Veteran may generally be 
eligible if he/she:  

o was discharged from service under 
other than dishonorable conditions, 
AND  

o served 90 days or more of active 
military, naval or air service with at 
least 1 day during a period of war*, 
AND  

o his/her countable income is below 
the maximum annual pension rate, 
AND  

o meets the net worth limitations, 
AND  

o is age 65 or older, OR is shown by 
evidence to have a permanent and 
total non-service connected disability, 
OR is a patient in a nursing home, OR 
is receiving Social Security disability 
benefits. *Veterans who entered ac-
tive duty after September 7, 1980, 
must also have served at least 24 

months of active duty service. If the 
total length of service is less than 24 
months, the Veteran must have com-
pleted his/her entire tour of active 
duty.  

Aid and Attendance (A&A) is an 
increased monthly pension amount 
paid to a Veteran or surviving spouse. 
You may be eligible for the increased 
A&A amount if:  

o You are eligible for basic pension 
benefits AND  

o You require the aid of another per-
son in order to perform activities of 
daily living, such as bathing, feeding, 
dressing, toileting, adjusting prosthet-
ic devices, or protecting yourself from 
the hazards of your daily environ-
ment, OR  

o You are bedridden, in that your 
disability or disabilities require that 
you remain in bed apart from any 
prescribed course of convalescence or 
treatment, OR You are a patient in a 
nursing home due to mental or physi-

cal incapacity, OR  

o You have corrected visual acuity of 
5/200 or less, in both eyes, or concen-
tric contraction of the visual field to 5 
degrees or less.  

Housebound is an increased monthly 
pension amount paid to a Veteran or 
surviving spouse who is substantially 
confined to his or her home because 
of permanent disability. You may be 
eligible if:  

o You are eligible for basic pension 
benefits AND  

o You have a single permanent disa-
bility evaluated as 100-percent disa-
bling AND, due to a disability or dis-
abilities, you are permanently and 
substantially confined to your imme-
diate premises, OR  

o You have a single permanent disa-
bility evaluated as 100-percent disa-
bling AND another disability or disa-
bilities, independently evaluated as 60
-percent or more disabling.  

Atomic Veterans 

Pension Benefits 
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without a structural alteration in the 
tissues. Examples include irritable 
bowel syndrome, functional dys-
pepsia, and functional abdominal 
pain syndrome. 

UNDIAGNOSED ILLNESSES: 
With symptoms that may include 
but are not limited to: abnormal 
weight loss, fatigue, cardiovascular 
disease, muscle and joint pain, 
headache, menstrual disorders, neu-
rological and psychological prob-
lems, skin conditions, respiratory 
disorders, and sleep disturbances 
caused by other conditions.      
CHRONIC MULTI-SYMPTOM 
ILLNESS: 

(CMI) describes the presence of 
symptoms in two or more body sys-
tems that last or recur regularly for 
more than six months. This term 
was first used in 1998 in the article 
describing the symptoms of Gulf 
War Veterans and its use and mean-
ing has evolved over the years. Ac-
cording to the Institute of Medicine, 
CMI was a general term that applies 
to a diverse mix of conditions. 
Some examples of CMI include: 

 Chronic fatigue syndrome 

 Fibromyalgia 

 Gulf War Illness 

 Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
If you suffer from CMI, consider 
reaching out to VA to get help. VA 
is actively strengthening its support 
of Veterans with CMI through en-
hanced recognition, education, and 
monitoring of their needs. Through 
an improved system of care and a 
well-prepared workforce, Veterans 
with CMI will find the clinical care 
and additional benefits they need to 
optimize their health and quality of 
life.  

For Gulf War Veterans, VA pre-
sumes that unexplained symptoms 
are related to Gulf War service if a 
Veteran has experienced them for 
six months or more.                     
The “presumptive” illness(es) must 
have first appeared during active 
duty in the Southwest Asia theater 
of military operations or by Decem-
ber 31, 2016, and be at least 10 per-
cent disabling.  

CHRONIC FATIGUE SYN-
DROME: A condition of long-term 
and severe fatigue that is not re-
lieved by rest and is not directly 
caused by other conditions. 
FIBROMYALGIA: A condition 
characterized by widespread muscle 
pain. Other symptoms may include 
insomnia, morning stiffness, head-
ache, and memory problems. 
FUNCTIONAL GASTROINTES-
TINAL DISORDERS: A group of 
conditions marked by chronic or 
recurrent symptoms related to any 
part of the gastrointestinal tract. 
Functional condition refers to an 
abnormal function of an organ, 

In August 1990, Saddam Hussein 
launched an invasion of Kuwait. 
America responded with Operation 
Desert Shield, launched to deter 
aggression and defend key U.S. 
allies. After months of diplomatic 
efforts seeking a peaceful solution 
failed, the U.S. and its allies 
launched Operation Desert Storm. 
With a furious air bombardment 
that isolated Iraqi troops and a stun-
ningly-successful “left hook” attack 

that caught the Iraqi army off guard 
and routed it, the operation succeed-
ed far beyond anyone’s expecta-
tions. America had braced itself for 
a new Vietnam, but instead the Iraqi 
army was defeated after a month of 
bombing and a 100-hour ground 
campaign. Generals like Colin Pow-
ell and Norman Schwarzkopf be-
came instant heroes. America em-
braced the military with an enthusi-
asm not seen since World War II. 

stand and respond to these health 
problems more effectively. Contact 
your local VA Environmental 
Health Coordinator about getting a 
Gulf War Registry health exam.  

VA’s Gulf War Registry Health 
Exam alerts Veterans to possible 
long-term health problems that may 
be related to environmental expo-
sures during their military service. 
The registry data helps VA under-

Gulf War Presumptive Illnesses 

25 Year Anniversary of Desert Shield/Desert Storm  

Gulf War Health Exam and Burn Pit Registries 
Veterans who are eligible for the 
Gulf War Registry may also join the 
Airborne Hazards and Open Burn 
Pit Registry, which includes addi-
tional data related to airborne haz-
ards.  

Americans have been in armed con-
flict in the region ever since. From 
July 19—25 the  Highground Me-
morial in Neilsville will be honor-
ing those who served in Operations 
Desert Shield, Desert Storm, Endur-
ing Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and 
New Dawn and dedicating the new 
Persian Gulf Tribute. You can find 
out more information at 
www.thehighground.org 



Our Mission 

To serve Taylor County veterans, their dependents and their survivors 

with dignity and compassion. We will act as their first point of contact 

and principal advocate providing outreach, information, and assistance 

in accessing all the programs, services and benefits they are eligible for 

and have earned by their honorable military service. We will advocate 

on their behalf, ensuring that Taylor County veterans are aware of 

their eligibility for various benefits, programs, and services, assist them 

in applying for these entitlements and assist them with filing appeals.  
Taylor County 

Veteran Service Office 
224 South Second Street 

Medford, WI  54451 “get” you, these are the peo-
ple that do. They’ve been in 
your boots, in the military 
and dealing with life after 
the military. 

Many of these posts are 
facing a grim future as 
membership and participa-
tion dwindles and active 
members age and can no 
longer conduct the activities 
we all grew up with. Faced 
with a lack of new members, 
many posts are considering 
closing. The impact to indi-
vidual communities will be 
great as they lose the ser-
vices provided by these 
volunteer organizations, but 
we will also lose the tradi-
tions kept on for nearly  a 
century.   

VSOs represent veterans in 
Washington DC and in Mad-
ison by lobbying state and 
national legislators. Without 
these strong voices on our 
side, benefits get eroded, 
aren’t updated to keep pace 
with changing needs and 
will eventually fall by the 
wayside. As World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam vets 
leave us in growing num-
bers, there are less and less 
veterans to be heard in the 
halls of congress. It is criti-
cal that we do not lose the 
influence that so many vet-
erans who preceded us 
fought so hard for. The 
strength of these organiza-

In Taylor County we have 
American Legion posts in 
Stetsonville, Medford, Rib 
Lake, Lublin and Gilman, 
and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars posts in Jump River, 
Westboro, Gilman and Med-
ford, and a Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans post in Stet-
sonville.  

These are the veterans, who 
march in the parades, pre-
sent the colors at your high 
school football games, pro-
vide burial honors to fellow 
veterans, and provide many 
community services like 
college scholarships and 
veteran financial assistance. 
They arranged care package 
drives when you were de-
ployed, they provided 
snacks and comfort supplies 
when you left and shook 
your hand at the airport 
when you returned. They 
create and maintain veteran 
memorials, locally, and at 
state and national levels and 
raise funds to donate to local 
causes. Like you, they re-
turned home after serving in 
the military, and felt the loss 
of the camaraderie they 
knew in the service. They 
got that back in some small 
portion by joining their local 
veteran’s organization and 
give back to their communi-
ty in many different ways. If 
you have ever felt that peo-
ple outside the military don’t 

tions is in their membership 
numbers. If those numbers 
fade away, the strength of 
our voice in Washington 
will as well. Of all people, 
we military veterans under-
stand the strength of a cohe-
sive unit over an individual. 
No one understands you 
better than a fellow veteran. 
They may have served in a 
different war in a different 
age, but we all would do 
well to learn from them and 
take advantage of the efforts 
they have made on the be-
half of all veterans.  

That GI Bill you used, the 
VA system helping you 
cope, these didn’t show up 
one day out of the kindness 
of the hearts of legislators. 
They are a result of long and 
arduous pressure on Con-
gress to provide these bene-
fits for veterans.  

If you don’t think these 
organizations get you, then 
help them get you. Show 
them you want to preserve 
the traditions and gains they 
fought so hard for. Because 
the alternative is not some-
thing you want to consider.  

I encourage all veterans to 
get in contact with a mem-
ber of your local veteran 
service organization. If you 
don’t know who that is con-
tact me and I will be happy 
to put you in touch with 

Why Join A Veteran Service Organization? 

Phone: 715-748-1488 
Fax: 715-748-1415 

jeff.hein@co.taylor.wi.us 
marie.albers@co.taylor.wi.us 

Find us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/

TaylorCVSO 

We’re on the Web! 
www.co.taylor.wi.us 

Jeff Hein  

CVSO 

 


