
When veterans come into 
my office I ask them 
which Veteran Service 
Organization (VSO) they 
are a member of. This 
isn’t a pressure sales job, 
it’s a simple question in-
tended to educate myself 
and the veteran.  
 
As a veteran myself, who 
counsels other veterans on 
their benefits, it is im-
portant to me to ensure 
that they are educated on 
the importance of these 
service organizations in 
the maintenance of these 
benefits.  
 
The response I have got-
ten have run the gamut 
from “I’m already a mem-
ber”, to “I’m not, tell me 
more about it” to “They 
don’t do anything for me, 
why should I join” to “I 
don’t have the time” or “I 
can’t afford the dues”.  
 
This newsletter is intend-
ed to address those con-
cerns and stress the im-
portance of veterans be-
coming a member of the 
organization they choose 
and staying a lifelong 

member.  
 
There are 10 different VSO 
posts around Taylor Coun-
ty that are always seeking 
new and returning mem-
bers. Please see the list of 
your local posts on the last 
page of this newsletter.  
 
All of us at times can feel 
that we just can’t do one 
more thing or invest any 
more time, effort or money 
into another cause, but I’m 
here to tell you how im-
portant it is for veterans to 
support these organizations 
in whatever way you can.  
 
If you have ever used a 
veteran benefit, I can as-
sure you that benefit is 
there due in great part to 
the significant efforts of 
these organizations at local, 
state and national levels.  
 
Have you or veterans you 
know used the GI Bill?  
 
How about Veteran’s 
Health Care?  
 
Do you receive a VA disa-
bility payment?  
 

Ever get a VA guaranteed 
home loan?  
 
The creation care and 
maintenance of the VA 
National Cemetery Admin-
istration and the bronze 
grave markers that record 
any veteran’s service?  
 
Yup, it wouldn’t have been 
done without the Veteran 
Organizations who lobbied 
for it.  
 
Assistance to homeless 
veterans, women’s veteran 
issues, minority and 
LGBTQIA?  
 
You guessed it, the veter-
an’s organizations are there 
to support all veterans’ is-
sues and without that sup-
port and representation, we 
would simply be relying on 
the good will of Congress.  
 
 

Why Vets Should Join A Service Organization 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST:  

 Contact your local post 
right away to add your 
support to the fight for 
veteran benefits.           

  See back page. 
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them and maintain them by our 
VSOs.  

Veterans contribute to their own 
causes by running clothing and 
food drives and donating items 
for homeless veterans and relat-
ed charities, visiting wounded 
and sick or dying veterans, hon-
oring their fallen brothers and 
sisters with a farewell salute, a 
color guard and the playing of 
Taps at funerals, and much 
more.  

They contribute to the local 
community through fundraising 
and making donations to college 
scholarships to local high school 
kids, American Legion baseball 
teams, funding attendance for 
promising kids to attend Badger 
Boys and Girls State programs.  

Many operate local posts that 
include a meeting room, food 
service and bar used for commu-
nity activities like weddings and 

social gatherings, which very 
often in small communities are 
the only such facility.  

Our Veteran Service Organiza-
tions are also supported by Aux-
iliary posts that assist them in 
outreach efforts to our veterans 
and communities.  

These Auxiliary posts consist of 
non-veterans who are connected 
to a veteran in some way, such 
as a spouse or family member, 
and are also always looking for 
new members to bolster their 
ranks and keep their traditions 
alive.  

They also independently contrib-
ute much to our local communi-
ties and have done so for many 
years.  

 

Ultimately most veterans who 
join a VSO are a member of a 
local post but if they are moving 
around or undecided they can 
also be a member at large.  

Locally, our veteran organiza-
tions support not just our veter-
ans but our local communities.  

All those flags and markers that 
appear on veterans’ graves 
around Memorial Day? Placed 
there by your local VSOs in 
most cases.  

Who leads the parades and pro-
vides the color guards for sport 
and school events? Of course, 
your local VSO.  

Those monuments in our local 
communities that honor those 
that have served and sacrificed? 
Bought and paid for not only by 
the blood and bravery of our 
veterans, but by the efforts to 
fund raise and organize to create 

On a state level, the Wisconsin 
GI Bill for disabled veterans and 
their eligible spouses and chil-
dren, state run veteran’s homes 
in King, Chippewa Falls and 
Union Grove, state mandated 
County Veteran Service Offices 
and County Veteran Service 
Commissions, the Wisconsin 
Veteran’s Museum, Military 
Funeral Honors, Wisconsin Vet-
eran Cemeteries, Assistance to 
Needy Veterans Grant, discounts 

on DNR licenses for disabled 
and wounded veterans.  
 
Again, all there because of the 
representation of our organiza-
tions. All those exist directly 
because of the efforts of veter-
an’s organizations directly lob-
bying our state legislators on 
behalf of veterans.  
 
 

 
 

Veteran Service Organizations Start At The Local Level  

VSOs Ensure Veteran Benefits From Wisconsin As Well 
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Without this participation of all 
of our veterans, the day will 
come that as a group, we will 
fade into the background and 
become less and less visible to 
those who write the bills and 
laws in Washington and      
Madison, and when that day 
comes, you can rest assured that 
the benefits you have earned 
through your military service 
will fade away as well.  

Today when a national VSO 
commander can walk into     
Congress and say he or she is 
speaking for two million active 
members, it carries a certain 
amount of weight.  

But twenty years from now if 
that commander is only         
representing 500,000 active 
members, it will become very 
difficult to maintain the same 
voice we have had with our   
legislators.  

Don’t expect a VSO member to 
knock on your door and ask you 
to join. They rarely know who 
you are if you don’t step for-
ward. Seek out your local VSOs.  

They will be happy to have you 
and you will be welcomed, I as-
sure you.  

Do not single yourself out be-
cause you are a different age, 
gender, religious belief, or gen-
eration of veteran, or you served 
in a different time or war, or no 
war at all.  

You weren’t an individual in 
service, you were part of a team. 
Here’s your chance to be part of 
a team working toward common 
goals again.  

We all wore the uniform of our 
country, we all served regardless 
of our background and our fu-
ture plans, and we all have one 
thing in common.  

We are American veterans, and 
we all respect each other for that 
shared experience.  

Your benefits are a direct result 
of the efforts and dedication of 
members of VSOs at  every   
level.  

They will remain so only with 
the continued support of all of 
our veterans.  

Even if you can’t participate 
physically right now, your   
membership is the single most      
important thing you can do.  

If you can’t make the meetings 
or the other events, we get it, life 
is busy, especially when you 
have a young family, are running 
a business, etc. That’s ok.  

We want help if we can get it, 
but your membership is what is 
most important.  

If you are not a member, I highly 
encourage you, no, I implore 
you, become a member of your 
local post, or at the very least 
join as a member at large.  

The millions of World War 2 
veterans have largely left us.  

The number of Korean War and 
Vietnam War vets are reducing 
in ever greater numbers.  

It took decades for the VA to 
recognize the health hazards  
presented by Agent Orange and 
other herbicide exposures.  

Veteran Service Organizations 
led that fight and continues to 
fight to connect those Vietnam 
Navy veterans who suffer from 
the same conditions but have 
been excluded from eligibility.  

Similarly for Gulf War          
syndrome, Camp Lejeune toxic 
water and other presumptive 
conditions.  

Even if you have never used any 
of these benefits you probably 

know veterans who have, or you 
may in the future.  

If you understand the phrase 
“I’ve got your six” you know 
that it’s not always about       
ourselves and it is important that 
we support each other as veter-
ans.  

VSOs are also actively securing 
the future of veteran’s benefits 
by defending current budgets, 
addressing military quality of 
life, fighting for Blue Water  
Navy Vietnam veteran benefits, 
guiding current changes in VA 

It’s Imperative You Become A Member Now! 

VSOs Have Led The Fight For More Than A Century And Will Into The Future 

healthcare, expanding on Gulf 
War era health and disability 
benefits, assuring concurrent 
receipt of disability and retire-
ment pay, POW/MIA accounta-
bility, expanding Agent Orange 
presumptive conditions, creating 
an amendment to defend the US 
flag from desecration, securing 
more help in preventing veteran 
suicide and homelessness, and 
much, much more.  



Our Mission 

To serve Taylor County veterans, their dependents and their survivors 

with dignity and compassion. We will act as their first point of contact 

and principal advocate providing outreach, information, and assistance 

in accessing all the programs, services and benefits they are eligible for 

and have earned by their honorable military service. We will advocate 

on their behalf, ensuring that Taylor County veterans are aware of 

their eligibility for various benefits, programs, and services, assist them 

in applying for these entitlements and assist them with filing appeals.  

Taylor County 
Veteran Service Office 

224 South Second Street 
Medford, WI  54451 

Mon 6:00)                             Com-
mander: Eric Decker              (715) 
965-0738  

Hugh-Warner-VFW Post #2977   
Meets in Jump River @ VFW        
(2nd Fri 6:00)                                
Commander: Ron Johnson            
(715) 668-5255  

Premeau-Shauss VFW Post # 7817 
Meets in Westboro @ VFW           
(2nd Thu 7:00)                               
Commander: Kreg White              
(715) 577 – 7287  

Belinger/Lublin/Gilman VFW Post # 
6186                                             
Meets in Gilman @ Senior Center 
(Last Tue 7:00)                              
Commander: Mike Chaplinski       
(715) 447-5712  

Rib River D.A.V. Chapter 31      
Meets in Stetsonville @ the American 
Legion hall                                      
(4th Mon 6:30)                                
Adjutant: John Willman                      
(715) 678-2945  

As always, this office stands ready to 
assist Taylor County veterans access 
and understand the benefits they have 
earned through their service. 

 

The following VSOs are in Taylor 
County and would like to thank you for 
your service, welcome you home and 
look forward to your membership:  

                                                       
Western Taylor County AL Post # 359                                 
Meets in Gilman @ Senior Center    
(1st Wed 7:00)                               
Commander: Edward Robaczewski 
(715) 447-5734  

Abramowicz-Kacmarcczck-Cwikla 
American Legion Post #547         
Meets in Lublin @ American Legion 
(3rd Thu 7:30)                               
Commander: Steve Christopherson 
(715) 229-2356  

Lehman-Clendenning AL Post #274                                  
Meets in Rib Lake @ American Legion 
(1st Thu 7:00)                                
Commander: Paul Dums                
(715) 965-0010  

Boxrucker-Berry AL Post #519                                      
Meets in Stetsonville @ Legion Post                                               
(1st Wed 7:00)                               
Commander: John Polzin                 
(715) 965-2284  

Landua-Jensen AL Post #147                                               
Meets in Medford @ VFW Hall          
(2nd Wed 5:00)                              
Commander: Jim Shaw                  
(715) 965-5852                                                                                                 

Klossner-Dietzler VFW Post #5729   
Meets in Medford @ VFW            (2nd 

Taylor County Veteran Service Organizations 

Phone: 715-748-1488 
Fax: 715-748-1415 

jeff.hein@co.taylor.wi.us 
marie.albers@co.taylor.wi.us 

Find us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/

TaylorCVSO 

We’re on the Web! 
www.co.taylor.wi.us 

Jeff Hein  

CVSO 

 


